Buckingham Palace Garden Party July 21st 2009

The rain only ceased when we got within a mile of the Palace so when David (my husband) and I parked on the Mall (special dispensation) and got out to join the queue of guests surrounding the railings we did so gratefully but with an umbrella in hand.


We were told that there were over 7,000 guests due that day but when we got in the gardens never felt overcrowded although the main tea tent with the tea tables set out on the lawn was a little congested particularly when it did start to rain again later in the afternoon but congested in a very orderly and polite way.


There were many service people, clergy and diplomatic staff present as well as councillors and public service workers which made for an interesting mix.


The general organisation to get 7,000+ people parked, through the gates, fed and out again had obviously been perfected through practice. There was also no shortage of staff to whisk everything away once tea was finished and talking of the tea itself yes there were lovely delicate finger sandwiches (minus crusts) of egg and cress, beef and ham and little open rolls that towered with cream cheese and smoked salmon. The cakes were beautifully presented too, from mini lemon meringues and Victoria sponge slices down to the rich chocolate torte square with a gold crown stencilled on to a central chocolate button!


The Queen, Prince Phillip, Princess Anne and her husband, Rear Admiral Timothy Laurence arrived an hour into the proceedings along with many diplomatic ‘others’ behind the impressive Yeoman of the Guard in all their historic finery who stood guard until the Royal party departed.


The Queen spent over an hour meeting and greeting specially selected guests only whilst Princess Anne and her husband mingled and chatted until it was time for the Royals to take tea in their Royal Tea Tent which was along side the Diplomatic Tea Tent. Both Tents were enclosed by a ring of chairs which acted as a viewing point to a no go area within except for diplomats and invited guests.

Those who knew the form, had bagged these chairs very early on and had nominated one or two in their party to fetch the teas and they didn’t budge all afternoon!

A nice touch was the band’s tents diagonally opposite each other across the lawn, when it was one sides turn to play a set, they ran a flag up their flag pole and when they had finished, they lowered it, which was the signal for the other band to raise their flag and to start playing and so it continued all afternoon.


The gardens (40 acres in all) were lovely, largely taken up with the main lawned area with a 2 acre lake with a wooded island beyond. There was also a tennis court and some large herbaceous borders and a rose garden and whilst wandering around towards the end of the afternoon, mini tubs of ice cream were handed out by the waiters and waitresses. 


All too soon it was time for the Royal party to depart led out by the Yeoman of the Guard and that was our signal to make our way out through some of the rooms in Buckingham Palace where we stopped to view a vast china service complete with china candlesticks dating from the late 1700’s.

I consider myself very lucky to have had my name picked out of the hat to enable me to experience such a wonderful day, something my husband and I will always treasure.
Cllr Erica Morgan

Chairman of Selattyn & Gobowen Parish Council

