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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD IN  PITCHFORD VILLAGE HALL ON TUESDAY MAY 10TH. AT 7PM.
Mr. K Faulkner Chairman of the group Parish Council presided.
APM-11-1

CHAIRMANS OPENING REMARKS.
Mr Faulkner thanked a small attendance for being present and expressed dismay more people had not attended.

APM-11-2

THOSE PRESENT AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.

Mr. K Faulkner (Chairman)

Mr. G Ball

Mr. R Morgan,  
Mr T Clay

Daphne Lewis
                       Muriel Perks

Mike Price

Alex  Argyropulo
Eric Plant
                            Roy Preston

Carmen Culliss
Beth  Davies



Shropshire Councillor Tim Barker.

Parish Clerk Eric T Jones.
Police Constable  and C S O Baron attended later.

Apologies for absence were received from _John Davies
Jemma lewis

Emma Charlseworth

Richard Evans

Jeanette Plant

APM-11-3

THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS ANNUAL PARISH MEETING(May 2010)

Were read by The Clerk and signed by The Chairman upon a proposal by Mr. Plant seconded by Mr. Argyropulo and carried Nem Com.

APM-11-4

MATTERS ARISING 
After The Chairman had explained that most of the matters arising would be dealt with during his report there were none.

APM -11-5

PARISH CHARITIES 

Mr. R Preston explained that he had retired from the post of secretary to The Godolphin Edwards  Relief in Need Charity and that The Reverend Rose had taken on the duties.
The accounts to December 1st. 2010 would be available soon.

APM-11-6

PARISH COUNCIL ACCOUNTS .were presented by The Clerk.

	ACTON BURNELL GROUP PARISH COUNCIL RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS 2010-2011 

	DATE 
	CHQ. NO.
	SERVICE /PURCHASE
	AMOUNT 
	INC. VAT.

	
	
	
	
	

	11/05/2010
	100180
	CLERKS SALARY          1339.80
	
	

	
	
	EXPENSES                       195.90
	1535.70
	see below

	
	181
	NPOWER ENERGY
	26.93
	3.64

	
	182
	PITCHFORD V HALL --HIRE OF
	75.00
	

	
	183
	ASSOC. OF LOCAL COUNCILS SUBSCRIPTION
	168.22
	

	
	184
	K. FAULKNER-CHAIRMANS EXPENSES
	50.00
	

	23/07/2010
	185
	ZURICH  P.C. INSURANCE PREMIUM
	239.74
	

	
	186
	MAZARS--AUDIT FEE
	141.00
	21.00

	
	187
	MRS. E DAVIES  PRINT NEWSLETTER
	80.50
	11.98

	09/11/2010
	188
	CLERKS SALARY                               1518.82    
	

	
	
	CLERKS EXPENSES                             279.59
	1798.41
	see below

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	TOTAL PAYMENTS
	4115.50
	36.62

	
	
	VAT On clerks expenses
	
	36.99

	
	
	Total vat
	
	73.61

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	INCOME 2010--2011
	
	
	

	DATE
	SOURCE
	
	AMOUNT
	*///

	
	
	
	
	

	18/04/2010
	Shrop Council Precept
	4500.00
	

	12-May
	HMRC
	VAT REPAYMENT
	43.41
	

	27/09/2010
	
	Advert in Newsletter
	20.00
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	TOTAL INCOME
	4563.41
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Acton Burnell Group Parish Council BANK RECONCILLIATION
	 
	 
	 
	

	Financial Year Ending 31st. March 2011
	 
	 
	 
	

	Prepared by Eric T Jones-Clerk & R F O.
	 
	 
	 
	

	Balance as per Bank Statement as at 31st. March 2011
	 
	 
	1990.75
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Less unpresented cheques       
	 
	 
	0.00
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Net Balance at 31 March 2011
	 
	 
	1990.75
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Opening Balance at 1st. April 2010
	 
	 
	1542.84
	 

	Add Receipts for the year
	 
	 
	4563.41
	 

	 
	 
	 
	6106.25
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Less Payments during year
	 
	 
	4115.50
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Closing Balance as per receipts & payment Book
	 
	 
	1990.75
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


There were no questions and the accounts were adopted upon a proposal by Mr. Plant seconded by Mrs. Davies  and carried unanimously

The Chairman here thanked Mrs. Perks for carrying out the duties of internal auditor again.

APM-11-7

PARISH COUNCIL REPORT. Mr. Faulkner presented a comprehensive report of The Parish Council function over the year.
The Main points were.
Planning apps 30 Only one objection 

ie  Mill House which was refused but after changes it was approved 

The Local development framework—Public meeting May 27th. Last year 

Overwhelming support that the parishes should be designated “Countryside “ and thus development strictly controlled.

Response to Shropshire  Council backed this position and that position remains 

Approaches from Balfours who may wish to develop land on the estate?

Other applications are expected.

Imposition of infrastructure levy 

Speed limits in the villages-Acton Burnell, Pitchford, Frodesley- have been put on hold as a result of spending cuts although there is a slight chance the scheme may go ahead in Frodesley

Negotiations with Surveyor re road surfaces and potholes which have largely been dealt with 

Barriers at Pitchford Bridge erected on one side and there are hopes that the other side will be done soon

Causeway wood bridge?

Resurfacing of road thro Pitchford  is scheduled for June 

Surveyor Phil Edwards has retired during the year and replaced by Gary Rogers

Police have given reports over the year and have operated a surgery at Acton Burnell  PO
The Council has signed up to The Parish Charter which is an agreement between the Shropshire Council and parishes to work together in harmony and so promote well being 


There are plans to update this document.

  Re Village Hall, Chris Jones of 1, Acton Pigott is now secretary, Rowena Colthurst has kindly agreed to take over from her deceased mother as president and Mr. Repath  has  become a vice president, 
The New secretary is Christine Jones.
Mr Faulkner said that Mr. Repath had been secretary for a long time and had served The Hall and the community well.

The appreciation and thanks of all are here recorded                                                  I 
The parish Council did protest at the threat of Bus service 540 being lost (Result not known at this time. but there were hopes that it would continue in some form.  The Parish Council also Supported the retention of mobile library service which looks likely to continue albeit with less frequency
Diamond Jubilee celebrations There are some celebrations anticipated which would probably manifest in a joint operation with Concord College.
Mr. Faulkner Thanked Parish Council members and The Clerk for their continued support also The Police, Shropshire Councillor Tim Barker and Mr. Eric Plant who continues to represent The Council on The Local Joint Committee.
APM-11-8

LOCAL JOINT COMMITTEE REPORT
Mr. Plant reported the successful operation of The Committee which had overseen a budget of £34000 .

And had 4 meetings during the year.

Grants to many worthy causes had been made including £2500 to Pitchford Village Hall to help with a new roof.

In the coming  year the budget was severely curtailed as a result of spending cuts and applicants for grants may well have to provide a third of the cost themselves.

There has been some reorganization and some parishes have been moved to a different committee.
APM-11-9

SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL REPORT.
Councillor Tim Barker 

The main points of Mr. Barkers report were concerned with 

The Local Development Framework and the issues of Hubs, Clusters, and      Countryside designations 

The Infra structure levy to be applied to developments £40 per sq m in urban areas and £80 per sq m in rural areas.

Difficult decisions relating to spending cuts including School closures 

The 540 bus service which now seemed likely to continue albeit in a curtailed form.—The service will continue during school term time and on Saturdays.

Expenditure on roads was not to be cut as much as anticipated so he was hopeful that     local  roads would be kept at a reasonable standard
The advent of the localism bill and the need for community lead service.

APM-11-10

POLICE REPORT.

Both Constable Harte and C S O baron did attend the meeting later. It was at this point that the following report was read by The Clerk.

Annual Police Report 2011
The main issues this year in the rural area have once again been the problems caused by the extreme weather. In order to keep main routes open during the long periods of extreme cold during December, a lot of rural lanes were not being gritted to save on salt. These lanes suffered badly from the effects of frost damage. This caused the roads to break up in many places and it also has the effect to cause deep ruts along the sides of the lanes were vehicles have run on to the soft borders. Although the highways department has made considerable efforts to repair the damage some lanes still have the after effects of road surface damage. Police do urge farmers and land owners to take care whilst working on fields during wet weather as a great deal of mud is often transferred to the lanes when the heavy machinery leaves the fields. It is their responsibility to clean up after them or they may attract the attention of either the police or the highways authority. The effects caused by serious hazards on the highway are a danger to car divers and are also a very severe hazard to cycle and motor bike users.

It appears that most drivers took police advice over Christmas and avoided using their cars when out enjoying a drink or a meal at some of the excellent pubs and restaurants on the area.  The extreme winter weather also had the effect of keeping people home. However we do still have a few drivers who feel they can get away with drinking and driving in rural areas. These will be targeted and prosecuted if caught.

We think it’s quite appropriate to say a big thank you, for the tremendous cooperation we received from our licensed premises across rural south. All participated and advertised the drink-drive campaign material that we delivered during our monthly licensee checks. 

Although in comparison with other areas, crime on the area still remains relatively low with theft from outbuildings and isolated uninhabited properties being the hardest hit. 

We did see a small surge of burglaries in the more remote areas just after Christmas. This resulted in an operation conducted by the police that resulted in an arrest and conviction of a male from the West Midlands region. One of the reasons that theft has significantly increased is partly due to the high prices of fuel and metal. We would therefore urge that all suspicious activity is reported to the police.

We have also seen significant problems on the East of the area where most of the thefts that take place are associated with vehicle crime committed in isolated locations.

Most of the crime on the area is associated with theft by offenders from outside the area.

Speeding traffic is still a factor of concern in all rural locations and I would urge all drivers to show due consideration, local drivers are often the worst offenders as they are more familiar with the roads. The introduction of vehicle activated signs in a number of locations has helped to remind drivers of their speeds. PACT priorities have target speeding issues in Cressage, Dorrington and some of the smaller villages. The police will continue to work with its partner agencies to target speeding traffic. 

I also urge all parents to act with due care and caution when dropping off and picking up children outside the schools as these are often areas of congestion and frustration.

Parking issues outside schools have caused considerable anger and frustration; often this can easily be avoided by having consideration for other road users.

It is quite apparent that a number of persons driving tractors are driving without due care to other road users and using mobile phone. If seen by police who now patrol the rural at regular intervals, they will face prosecution. Using a mobile phone whilst driving WILL RESULT IN EITHER A PENALTY TICKET OR A COURT APPEARANCE.

Litter, Dog fouling and fly tipping are still a problem. Fly tipping has increased due to people trying to save money by disposing building and commercial waste illegally.

We urge all dog owners to act responsibly and clean up after their pets? Any person caught not doing this face a penalty notice that can be issued by the dog warden as well as CSOs and police. 
Poaching and Wildlife Crime Continues to blight the area, mainly due to trespassers running dogs on farm land without permission of the owners. Due to this we did increase patrols on the East of the area where most of the problems arise. 

The LPO team continues to work very closely with our schools and we are currently looking at doing some work with the schools prior to the summer holidays. This will include talks on causing criminal damage, personal and cycle safety and tackling anti social behaviour. The team will continue to promote crime awareness with prevention presentations, work with the safer schools initiative as well as promoting sport such as Tag rugby.
Although policing in general has had to adapt to the reduction of funding affecting everybody. It is still the main priority of West Mercia Police to direct its main attention to the needs of front line policing. Front Line Policing also includes local policing and we will continue to direct as much of our time, to visual patrol. 

Remember we are YOUR policing team and we are here for YOU.

We ask all our residents to be vigilant and we have once again at the bottom of this report REPRINTED SOUND CRIME PREVENTION ADVICE.

Shrewsbury Rural South crime results for 01/04/10 – 01/04/11
	 
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	 

	Burglary Dwelling
	0
	1
	1
	0
	2
	3
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	1
	10

	Burglary Other
	1
	0
	2
	0
	4
	1
	1
	4
	4
	1
	3
	2
	23

	Criminal Damage
	1
	0
	7
	8
	2
	9
	0
	1
	1
	3
	2
	3
	37

	Drug Offences
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Fraud & Forgery
	0
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	5

	Violent Crime
	3
	2
	4
	2
	1
	1
	0
	0
	3
	0
	1
	0
	17

	of which: Violence 

Against  Person
	3
	2
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0
	3
	0
	1
	0
	13

	of which: Sexual
 Offences
	0
	0
	3
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	4

	of which: Robbery
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Theft & Handling
	6
	9
	5
	8
	4
	7
	8
	9
	6
	13
	7
	6
	88

	of which: Vehicle Crime
	2
	1
	3
	1
	2
	3
	1
	3
	3
	3
	2
	3
	27

	of which Theft from 
Vehicle
	2
	1
	1
	1
	1
	3
	0
	3
	2
	2
	2
	2
	20

	of which: Theft of 
Vehicle
	0
	0
	2
	0
	1
	0
	1
	0
	1
	1
	0
	1
	7

	Other Offences
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	2

	TOTAL RECORDED 
CRIME
	12
	13
	20
	19
	14
	21
	9
	14
	15
	19
	14
	12
	182


Security Tips.

· Do not leave valuable items on show in your car whether you are out shopping or parked at home.

· Never, Never leave the car unlocked, or with the keys in the ignition when it is unattended. Not even for a couple of minutes. Doing so could seriously affect your insurance.
· Do Not leave your car running unattended whilst it defrosts, this is a traffic offence on a public road and it leaves your vehicle vulnerable to THEFT.
· Keep your outer buildings locked and consider whitewashing windows of sheds to stop people looking inside.

· Close gates, this makes it time consuming for a thief to enter your property.

· Close windows and ensure all doors are locked when you leave your property.
· Mark property to help identify it. This can be done either visibly with marker pens and paint or invisible with ultra violet pens or Smart Water. 
· Don’t leave Lap tops on view or any other valuable items.

· Don’t leave Car Keys on hooks in the kitchen or on hall tables, this is the first place a thief will look.
· Do not leave handbags in shopping trolleys in supermarkets, and then wander off to look at goods along the isle ways.

· Do Not leave garden tools around the garden or yard, doing so provides a thief with the tools to break into your house.
· At night take your handbag and wallet upstairs with you.
· If you need to arrange transport home after a night out, either book a taxi or use a black cab. A good idea when using a cab or a taxi to go home at night, or even a car belonging to someone you have only just met. Is to TEXT the car registration number to a friend prior to getting in to the vehicle?

Remember, if it’s out of sight, it is also out of the mind of the criminal.
Look at your property and think! Could I take this without anyone knowing or seeing me? If the answer is YES, Then a thief can do the same thing. 
Above are just points to consider. The security of your home starts with you,

DON’T MAKE IT EASY FOR THE CRIMINAL.
Shrewsbury Rural South still remains a very low crime area and we want it to remain that way.

As a remainder to all, The Drink Drive Campaign will continue throughout the year.

DRINK DRIVERS, WRECK LIVES

 DON’T BECOME ONE OF THEM. LEAVE THE CAR AT HOME IF YOU PLAN TO GO OUT AND DRINK.
PC 2681 Dave Harte CSO 6417  Dave Baron            [image: image1.emf]
Tel 0300 333 3000 ex 66644

email david.harte@westmercia.pnn.police.uk

Voice Message 01743 264 788
APM-11-11
PARISH HALL REPORT

Mr. Mike Price (Chairman reported on the hall and its function over the past year.

Help is still high on the list of requirements.

The 200 club which is the life blood of the hall requires people to assist 

Vacancies continue to exist on The Committee

Attendance at committee meetings can be as low as 5.

Re roofing has been completed during the year and some decorating is now due.

There has been some reorganisation.

Chris Jones is now secretary and Rowena Colthurst has kindly agreed to take over the presidency after the sad death of her Mother.

Mr. Repath has become a vice president.

APM-11-12

PARISH PLAN/VILLAGE VIEWS

Mrs. Beth Davies said that the news letter continued to be published and a few more advertisers had come forward.

The  increased cost of printing met by The Parish Council  was a concern.

 There is now a need for a new Parish Plan said Mrs. Davies.

APM-11-13

CONCLUSION 

The Chairman in conclusion thanked those in attendance particularly those who had reported .

He referred particularly to Mrs. E Davies for her work on The Newsletter

Chairman............................................................

Clerk.......................................................................

