Chair’s Annual Report of Leebotwood & Longnor Parish Council for 2010/2011
I would like to introduce you to Paul Harris who is a new councillor for Longnor ward.

During the last year the Council has been consulted on many important proposals and issues some of which directly affect us. One of the most important we have responded to on your behalf was Shropshire Council’s  Samdev (Site Allocations and Management of Development )Policy, We have also been consulted on Shropshire Council’s  Speed Management Strategy. Vehicle Activated Signs Policy, Election Costs, Shropshire Council Sustainable Strategy, Shropshire Council Local Development Framework Policy, Shropshire Council Shropshire Homelessness Strategy Action Plan. Shropshire Council Local Transport Plan, Shropshire Council Types and Affordability of housing; Shropshire Council Parking Policy, and Statement of Community Involvement for Shropshire.
Councillors have attended consultation meetings with officers of SC on Poultry Manure Policy and also Education Policy.

The main theme of last years Annual Parish Meeting was the Parish Council’s consultation with you on the Site Allocation and Management of Development. Where we asked you whether you wanted to be classed as a hub or cluster or remain classed as open countryside which limits the amount and type of development in both villages. The Council had already discussed this and had formulated a draft response. Following the Annual Parish Meeting we responded to the consultation as a result of taking your responses into consideration which reinforced the view the Parish Council was minded to take prior to the meeting.  

As a result of the Councillors taking the brave step of dramatically increasing the precept two years ago the Council has been able to give substantial financial support to projects for vital improvements for both of the Village Halls. The decision to increase the precept was taken in 2008/2009. This was as a direct result of the publication of the Parish Plans for both villages. In these documents the need for updating both village halls was identified along with many other projects. Many of these projects needed minimal funding from the Council but as the Council had no reserves to call on when requests for  financial support were received we had no alternative but to decline to assist. Now we are able and keen to support projects such as the extension of the car park for Leebotwood Village Hall and the badly needed refurbishment of Longnor Village Hall.
Councillors have met with and accompanied officers from Shropshire Council walking the villages recently to ascertain what and where road refurbishments and hedge trimmings are badly needed. During the walk through the village of Longnor two issues of public health were spotted by the officer with the councillors.

Councillors have also attended training events in order that they are up to date with what their roles and responsibilities are as Councillors. 

Both villages have had community days where local residents and councillors have spent time cleaning up , litter picking and bulb planting to improve the appearance of both villages. In Longnor the nettles on some of the verges have been sprayed. This is in order that pedestrians do not get stung if they have to get on to the verges should two vehicles be passing in the road.

The Council has a website which is getting around 500 hits a month! Here you can find contact details for all your councillors, and the clerk along with all the dates and times of our meetings and local news items which we feel will be of interest. All of the Council’s approved minutes are uploaded onto the website and are available for all to read who have access to the internet. The Council strongly bbelieves in transparency and being accountable to the residents of the parish.
During the last couple of years the Council has begun to be more proactive and very mush wishes this to continue into the future. A quarterly Parish Council newsletter is now regularly produced and circulated together with the church magazine. The Council intends to double the newsletter’s size this year as we have found its current size limits what we can effectively communicate. 
We do need your views to help us to make the right decisions on your behalf so we would encourage you all to take an active part in the Parish Plan meetings in your villages which will be taking place later in June/July.

Thank you.

Lorna Pardoe

Chair for Leebotwood & Longnor Parish Council
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