LEEBOTWOOD & LONGNOR ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

MINUTES 
The Annual Parish Meeting was held at Leebotwood Village Hall on Thursday 28th April 2011 at 7.30 pm and chaired by the Parish Council Chairperson  Mrs Lorna Pardoe.

IN ATTENDANCE: Please refer to attached attendance sheet as approximately 70 residents of the Parish were present, together with Parish Councillors and Cllr Tim Barker.

 P1.10         CHAIRMANS WELCOME - The Chair opened the meeting and welcomed all to the meeting and stated that the first half hour would be spent viewing the stands set up around the room in light of the need to update what was now an out of date parish plan; and that councilors and the Clerk would be available to answer any questions arising. These followed a public session.
P2.10         OFFICIAL START TO THE MEETING & APOLOGIES - The Chair resumed the meeting at 8.00pm and reported that the local police team had been unable to attend in person due to shift pattern constraints; however Cllr Barker had agreed to present their report.
P3.10         CONFIRMATION OF LAST YEARS PARISH MEETING MINUTES – The previous year’s minutes as circulated were unanimously agreed as accurate by those present. The Chair was thus instructed to sign them. 
P4.10         PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORTS –The Chairman gave her annual report see Appendix A after first introducing those present to Longnor’s new councilor Mr Paul Harris. The Clerk stated that copies of last year’s financial report which had been internally audited had been made available to those present and she did not therefore propose to read it out unless requested to do so. (No request was made.) It was agreed that any queries or questions would be answered  during the open forum session.

The Chair proceeded to give the Parish Council’s response to a number of residents queries raised concerning the 2011/12 precept. See Appendix B. She suggested that any queries arising from her report would be replied to during the open forum session.
P5.10         VILLAGE HALL SUMMARY REPORTS:
1) Leebotwood Village Hall –  John Wilson  reported that a variety of events were now regularly held at the hall ranging from Art classes to Yoga and that enlargement of the car park was progressing; thanks to grants received from the Parish council and Shropshire Council LJC.
2) Longnor Village Hall Report – Mandy Landsell reported that the Village hall Committee was in the process of deciding on whether a new build was more appropriate than refurbishment of the current building. On behalf of the committee she thanked the Parish Council and The Corbett Trust for their grants towards the project. She reiterated that further grants had not as yet been sought until proper costings had been made available and these were reliant on the Committee’s pending decsion.
P6.10      SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL – Cllr Tim Barker stated that he was pleased to attend such a well supported meeting; as he believed that parish councils were the voice of the community. He went on to stress that the last year had been particularly difficult for parish councils as much had been expected of them by the newly formed Shrophire Council who had involved them in consultation after consultation!  He promised that this would not be repeated in the forthcoming year!  He went on to report on Shropshire Council’s Budget Cuts and their hope’s for the future that they would be able to provide current services for less and in the future deliver services which the community wanted better.


Cllr Barker then summarised the local Police Team’s report; which he stated would be made available on the parish website.
P7.10      YOUR NEW REVISED LOCAL PARISH PLAN - The Chair reported that there was a real need to update the existing 2006 plans as parish plans were growing in their importance and as demonstrated this evening the parish plans relating to Leebotwood and Longnor were sadly out of date. As a result volunteers were being sought to help form a Parish Plan Steering Group which would meet in both parishes in June and July at meetings supported by the parish Council to help facilitate this update. Tonight had been a taster session to help launch the events and she hoped that those interested would leave their contact details. 
P8.10
    OPEN FORUM FOR QUESTIONS – The Chair responded to questions raised by Col Osborne; Mr Corbett; Mr Woolmer and others. The following issues were debated:
· SAMDev – Decision by PC to opt for Countryside Option

· Highways Maintenance issues

· Flicks in the Sticks – A Community group was formed ( T. Jones; T. Corbett; J. Woolmer; M. Landsell.) to look into the possibility of operating the venture in the two villages.

· Costs associated with being a Quality Council v Benefits.

· The increase in the Parish Council’s Precept for 2011-12 – to which a number of councilors explained the reasons for the budget and genuine need to build a healthy reserve in order to be able to meet the community’s needs. 

The Chair thanked the parish councilors for their support during her term as Chair during  what had been a very busy year and stated that she did not intend to stand as Chair during the forthcoming year due to personal commitments. The Chair closed the meeting at 8.55pm and invited those present to meet their local councillors and Clerk and enjoy some refreshments. 
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