
Leebotwood & Longnor Parish Council’s Response to SC Shropshire LDF Site Allocations and Management of Development document, Issues and Options consultation.
1. Introduction & Background

Leebotwood & Longnor Parish Council response to the above consultation document is based on a public engagement event held on 26th May 2010 which 70 residents of the two parishes attended, this represents approximately a third of the electorate. 

A presentation was given by Cllr Tim Barker, SC maps of the possible housing allocations sites in both parishes (SHLAA) were displayed and the following information made available

SC LJC booklets for the Burnell & Severn and Stretton Dale; SC CDs and Jake Berriman’s DVD. Supplies of the Parish Council’s Feedback Questionnaire.
At the meeting The Chair of the Parish Council announced the Council’s intention to respond that the Council was of the opinion that the settlements should be considered as Countryside explaining that current services available did not support their classification as a cluster that both settlements could sustain only limited development over the next 20 years. The public present were requested to complete the questionnaires made available and return them to the Council by the 7th June in order for them to be analysed and included in the Council’s final response. 28 questionnaires were returned and have been copied and forwarded to yourselves as part of our response. 

2.  The Parishes Overall Response The following was identified by the 2 settlements:
· Leebotwood and Longnor consider themselves to be countryside as they are dependent on other settlements for the provision of sustainable services. (Questionnaire Responses For: 20)
· There is little support for large scale housing development in the parish over the next 16 years. (Questionnaire Responses For; 19. Overall the need for 5 or below new homes over this period were identified.) Councillors are concerned that there are already a number of vacant properties in the parishes.
· Each housing application should be considered separately and on its own merits; with Parish Council comments being taken into account.
· Local Affordable Housing –  This statement was considered to be too freely used within planning policy and misleading; “Local” needs to be clearly defined by the policy and restricted to residents who are either from or have a valid connection with the parish or neighbouring parishes. “Affordable” should be redefined to also include the option of affordable private sector (shared ownership housing) distinguished from social or rented housing. (Questionnaires - The responses given to the need for affordable housing was  mixed; but supports the “local” definition.)
· All residents are dependent on the A49 and recognise the need to improve the safety of this major trunk road which bisects the two parishes. Speeding and safe access on to the road were identified as common issues at the Annual Parish Meeting.

3. For Detailed Responses please refer to the enclosed questionnaires.
4. In  Conclusion
The Parish Council would ask that SC Policy supports that developers proposing to develop within the two parishes are required to engage locally with the Parish Council at the outset as it believes that this ensures that local needs are not misinterpreted. 
The Parish Council preferred to use their own questionnaire as the SC response form was considered to be over complicated. However questions have been cross referenced back to it and the LJC booklet for your convenience.
The Parish Council look forward to SC’s feedback on the consultation exercise in September/October as local people were encouraged to also feedback directly to yourselves at the public consultation event.
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