BAYSTON HILL ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held at 7pm on Monday 19 May 2008 at the Memorial Hall

Present:
Cllr Mrs Whittall (Chair), Engler, Keel, Manley, Miss Moore, Moraghen, Parkhurst, Ponsonby, Ragdale, Reynolds.

Also Present:
PC Ram Aston, Rhea Pearson from Shropshire Star, Electors – Alan Caswell, Vic Gregory, Reg Clark, Ernie Jenks.


The Chairman thanked all present for attending the Annual Parish Meeting.

AMP01
APOLOGIES – Cllr Mrs Jones (previous commitment)




   Cllr Mrs Turner (work)




   Cllr Clarke (unwell)
APM02
MINUTES – After reading the minutes of the 21 May 2007 it was proposed by Cllr Parkhurst and seconded by Cllr Ponsonby to sign the minutes as a true record.  All agreed.
AMP03
MATTERS ARISING – There were no matters arising.

AMP04
POLICE REPORT – The Chair welcomes PC Ram Aston.  PC Ram Aston gave his report on policing in Bayston Hill.  He was going around the village knocking on doors introducing himself as well as attending schools in the morning and evenings speaking to parents, children and staff about community issues and hopefully going into the schools to speak to the children to educate them on crime prevention, bullying and Road Safety. He is already aware of many of the issues affecting the community such as parking on the pavements, anti-social behaviour in and out of vehicles as well as the many problems on the Parade just to name a few.  He is hoping, work permitted, to attend all village based meetings such as Parish Council and Neighbourhood Watch.  

PC Ram opened the room for questions.  He was asked how he got around the village and he replied that mainly on foot or cycle.  If he needed a car he would have to get to work an hour before to make sure he had a car, but he relies on bus routes.  PC Ram talked to the meeting about a Community Car whereby the parishes and wards lease a vehicle between them that has all sorts of logos on and is used within their communities by the local policing team and partners working together. PC Ram informed the meeting that he had a good team with the two Community Support Officers, David Bryant and Lyn Birch and that they had visited all the main premises within Bayston Hill, pubs, Dobbies, shops to name a few.  He was asked about Speed Watch and he informed the meeting that the meeting to be held in April had been cancelled and another one was to be held in June and he hoped the outcome would be favourable to continue the Speed Watch.
APM05
PARISH REPORT – The Chairman asked the residents to take a copy of the Parish Report and to read it at home.

AMP06
CHARITIES – The Chairman in the absence of Cllrs Mrs Jones read her report on the Thomas Bowdler Education Foundation.

AMP 07
COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT – There was no report from the County Council due to Cllr Clarke being unwell.

AMP08
BOROUGH COUNCIL REPORT – Cllr Parkhurst addressed the audience and reported the following matters:

End of SABC – This will be the last Annual Borough Councillor Report to the Parish as the Council is dissolved on the 31 March next year when the new unitary arrangements come into effect.  The village of Bayston Hill has worked successfully in partnership with SABC over the years in providing much needed resources for the residents such as Stanley Parker Playing Fields Games Area, Skate Board Park and the new astra turf pitches.  It is hoped that the new unitary authority will recognise the districts needs of Shropshire’s largest village and continue to support their endeavours.


Bayston Hill Village Referendum – The turnout was 23% approximately and was below the usual average for our borough elections (last turnout 45%).  23.29% of the village turned out to vote and Cllr Clarke and me (Cllr Parkhurst) was in attendance to observe the procedures to ensure they were in order.  The results were as follows: 

Can Bayston Hill sustain two primary schools? 
731
Yes









225
No









956
Total votes









13
Blanks


Should the schools amalgamate?


218
Yes









719
No









937
Total votes









31
Blanks









2
Rejected


Shrewsbury College Co-location – The meeting to deal with the Shrewsbury Colleges Co-location Planning Application for the co-location of Shrewsbury College to London Road, Shrewsbury was postponed.  The application that was to be considered at a special meeting of the Development Control and Environment Protection Committee on Tuesday 20 May 2008 in the Main Auditorium at the Music Hall has been rescheduled for the middle to late June 2008.


Swimming Provision – The provision of swimming facilities in the loop of the river is uncertain under the new unitary arrangements.  The public consultation showed that residents of Shrewsbury strongly showed that they wanted the swimming baths to remain in the Town Centre and easily accessible by all the residents both Town and Country by public transport. The Borough Council are hoping that as they have gifted £30 million to the new unitary authority that some of these funds could be utilised to provide the residents of Shrewsbury with a swimming complex.

The Mayorality – Cllr Parkhurst informed the meeting that he had become the last Deputy Mayor of Shrewsbury and Atcham and was the last ever rural councillor to hold civic office in the Town.  The Mayorality is entering a period of change as Shrewsbury and Atcham approaches its end on 31 March 2009.


Shrewsbury Castle Restoration – A five year project involving several phases of repairs to the Shrewsbury Castle is coming to an end with all involved relishing the outcome.  


Pensioner’s Bus Passes - The Government funded scheme to provide free transport to pensioners was expanded after pressure by councillors to cover all buses regardless of times of travel.  Cllr Parkhurst was informed by some of the residents in the meeting that this was not happening on some buses and they had been turned away.  Cllr Parkhurst said he would find out and let them know.


Boundary Committee Review - It is hoped that the National Committee’s Review will allow our present village electoral boundary to remain.


The Care Village Development – The proposals to build a private Care Village on the green belt between Bayston Hill and Meole Brace has not been put to planning as yet.  Cllr Parkhurst urged residents to clearly state their views on this development which seemingly will not benefit any local residents.  

Some of the residents also voiced their concerns that if the Care Village Development did go ahead then there could be more congestion along the road.


The Chairman thanked Cllr Parkhurst for his last report.

AMP09
GENERAL ISSUES – The Chair opened the meeting to general discussion.
Mr Jenks explained to the councillors present that he noticed in the Press that they had reported about him taking the councillors on a boundary walk.  He informed the councillors that this was not possible due to a lot of the boundary being covered by farm land and on private property.

Cllr Parkhurst declared his Personal and Prejudicial Interest in any questions relating to Schools and informed the meeting that he has never taken part in any discussions or attended any Parish Council Meetings that schools were being discussed.

Mr Gregory asked the council questions regarding the proposed amalgamation of the schools in Bayston Hill.  Mr Gregory’s questions were all answered by the Council. 

Mr Jenks asked the council to convey his best wishes to Cllr Clarke and hoped he gets better soon.

The Chairman thanked everyone for coming.

Meeting Closed 8.10pm.
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