
 Useful Contact Information 

Doctors 

 Plas Ffynnon Medical Centre, Middleton Road, Oswestry - Appointments & Enquiries:….…………655844      

 Repeat Prescriptions:…….…………………………………………………………………………….655538 

 Cae Glas Surgery, 34 Church Street, Oswestry………………………………………………652929/654349 

 Willow Street Medical Centre, 81-83 Willow Street, Oswestry……………………………...653143/679130 

 Caxton Surgery, Oswald Road, Oswestry  - Emergencies & General Enquiries……………………...654646  

 Appointments……….653600            Dispensary…….…659250           Repeat Prescriptions…….…658519 

 St. Martins, Overton Road, Owestry……………..……………………………………………………773334 

 Chirk Surgery—Castle Road Chirk……………...………………………………………………….…772434 

Hospitals 

 Chirk Community Hospital, John Street, Chirk………………………………………………………..772430 

 Robert Jones & Agnes Hunt Orthopaedic Hospital, Gobowen………………………………………..404000 

 Wrexham Maelor Hospital……………………………………………………………………...01978 291100 

 Royal Shrewsbury Hospital, Mytton Oak Road, Shrewsbury………………………………….01743 261000 

Schools, Playgroup and College 

 Gobowen Primary   Head Teacher: Mr. S. Conroy……………………………………661343 

 Selattyn School    Head Teacher: Ms C Heskins……………………………………659744 

 Rhyn Park Comprehensive  Head Teacher: Mr. R Hedge……………………………………..776500 

 Marches School    Head Teacher: Mrs. S. Longville………………………………...664400 

 Gobowen Allrounders: Mrs. L. Simpson…………...…………………………………….………...….653147 

 Walford & North Shropshire College, Oswestry…………...………………………………………….688000 

 Sure Start Children’s Centre, School Lane, Gobowen………………………………………………...655121 

Churches 

 All Saints.….…………………………………………………………………………………………...661266  

 Gobowen Methodist.…………………………………………………………………………………...773403  
 Our Lady Help (RC).…………………………………………………………………………………..652248   

 Preeshenlle URC.………………………………………………………………………………………658016

 St Mary’s Selattyn…………… …:……………………………………………………………………661226 

Police 

Reporting Crime Disorder (non-emergency)……………………………………………………………0300 333 3000 

Veterinary Surgeries 

Park Issa Veterinary Hospital, Salop Road, Oswestry…………………………………………………………..670067 

Border Veterinary Centre, Maesbury Road, Oswestry………………………………………………………….670395 

Travel 

Arriva Midlands North – Oswestry Depot….0871 2002233 Owens Coaches...……………………………...652126 

National Rail Enquiries for long distance travel (local call charge)……………………………………..08457 484950 

Gobowen Station…………681010          Community Rail Officer…………………………………………….772784 

General 

Citizens Advice Bureau, 34 Arthur Street, Oswestry……………………………………………………08444 991100 

Gobowen Library—Mon, Fri: 2-5pm, Tues: 10-1pm, 2-5pm, 5.30-7pm, Thurs: 10am-1pm, 2-5pm 

 Sat: 10am-1pm………………………………………………………………………………………………….653388  

Oswestry Leisure Centre, College Road, Oswestry...…………………………………………………………...659349 

Dial-a-Ride:….…671571      Helpmates:…….656882      Shopmobility:……656882   Volunteer Bureau:…...670021 

R.S.P.C.A………………………………………………………………………………………………...08705 555999 

Social Services Dept (North Area)……01743 253911 Age Concern…………………………...01743 233123 

Child Health Centre, Victoria Road, Oswestry………………………………………………………………….653313 

Shropshire Council (General Enquiries)………………………………………………………………...0345 678 9000 

Gobowen Post Office……………………………………………………………………………………………658814 

Gobowen Pharmacy……………………………………………………………………………………………..652377 
  

Summer  

No. 2/2010 

Newsletter of Selattyn & Gobowen Parish Council.  

Distributed FREE to 1500 homes in the area.  

Contributions ALWAYS welcome! 
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David Davies & Sons 
Funeral Directors 

Established 1840 

1 Upper Church Street, Oswestry 

Complete Funeral service 

Private Dedicated Chapels of Rest 

Day and Night Service 

 (01691) 653116 

 

  

  

  

 
    W E PRICE 
       FUNERAL DIRECTOR 

‘Oakwood’  

Salop Road, Oswestry 

A caring and professional  

24 hour service.  

Private Chapel of Rest 

  (01691) 652995 

EDMUND ROWLANDS & SON 
F U N E R A L  D I R E C T O R S  

Edmund House, Fieldhead, Chirk, Wrexham 

Family owned & run Business 

24 hour Personal Service 

Private Chapel of rest 

  (01691) 772462 

Alan Williams 
Joiner / carpenter 

No job too small 

  Kitchens, wardrobes, doors and 

wooden floors 

40 years experience 

 01691 662561 

  07528806192 

www.supportmycomputer.co.uk 

 
PC/Laptop Stopped running or running slow? 

Call Justin, on (01691) 830822 or (07876) 218224, 

for low fixed prices from £19.95 

Spyware removal/installation of leading edge spyware 

 prevention 

Virus removal/installation 

Performance Tuning 

Hardware/Software Instillations and Training 

Upgrades and Automated Backup 

Remote Support/Annual PC health Check also available 

WANTED! 
Any pocket watches & clocks 

for repair and/or spares. 

Anything considered. 

Also wanted scrap gold and 

silver 

LIONEL PARKER  
Clock & Watch Restoration 

 Undertaken 

(01691) 831162 

DC Travel of Gobowen 
 
 
 
 

2 1  s e a t e r  c o a c h  f o r  
 e v e r y  o c c a s i o n  

  D a m o n  

01691 657 047 

 

G o b o w e n  t o  L o n d o n 
D I R E C T  

Only £48 return 

Any time, any train. 

Book your tickets at 

www.wrexhamandshropshire.co.uk 
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Jilt the Bus, òLearn with us!ó 
 
 

S u n d o r n e  D r i v i n g  S c h o o l 
N o w  b a s e d  i n  G o b o w e n 

5 0 %  D i s c o u n t  w i t h  t h i s  A d 
C a l l  P e t e  /  H e l e n  f o r  d e t a i l s 

     01691 661904 
Or see our advert in the Yellow Pages  

    REFLEXOLOGY 
 

Jill Pickup  

Mobile therapist in Gobowen  

01691 659121 

 07971 963383 

 Gift vouchers  

 available  

 

Steve Davies    Telecom-man 
Ex BT engineer with over 12 years exp. 

 
Telephone extension points installed 
Line fault diagnosis and repair 
Broadband problems investigated 
Cat5 cabling for computer networking 
All work undertaken to professional standards 

  
Guaranteed over 50% cheaper than BT! 

  
For a prompt response and appointment to suit you please 

ring:  01691 772064 
 07545 549080  

www.telecom-man.com 

 

  

  

  

 Homoeopathy 
 A gentle, non-invasive form of health care suitable for 

all ages and all problems 

------------ 

Also allergy de-sensitisation and  

Hopi Candle therapy 

-------------------- 

    Phone to find out more: 

 

    Penny Harris 

    Ashcroft, Gobowen 
    01691-661255  

Simon Jones τElectrician  

Part P Registered 

No job too big or small 

All domestic work including: 

Rewires, extra sockets and lights  
Testing and inspection 

Portable appliance testing, Security alarms 

For free estimate call:  

 01691 679768 or 07977 932848 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Henlle Lane Gobowen Oswestry Shropshire SY10 7AX 

Golf Club Membership Available 
On our Award Winning Georgian Parkland Course 

Societies & Corporate Golf Days, Receptions 

Parties and Celebrations 

In our new clubhouse 

Sunday Carvery 
Members and visitors welcome 

For more information visit our website www.henllegolf.co.uk 

  Telephone: 01691 670680 or  

Email office@henllegolf.co.uk   

B u s i n e s s  S u p p o r t   
 
M a n a g e m e n t  A c -
c o u n t s  
 
P a y r o l l  S e r v i c e s  
 
A u d i t i n g  
 
T a x  P l a n n i n g  
 
B u s i n e s s  S t a r t  U p s  
 
A c c o u n t s  P r e p a r a t i o n  
 
S A G E  S u p p o r t   

Chartered  

Accountants 

& Business 

Advisers 

Offices at: Ellesmere, Oswestry, Llangollen & Telford 

 01691 622098 

 partners@morriscook.co.uk  www.morriscook.co.uk 

http://www.henllegolf.co.uk
mailto:partners@morriscook.co.uk
http://www.morriscook.co.uk/
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P A R I S H  C O U N C I L  M E E T I N G S  

 Parish Council meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month except August. Details 

of agendas and minutes of previous meetings can be viewed on the Council’s  

website www.selattyn-gobowenpc.org.uk or agendas are also posted on the Parish notice board 

which is outside the Library on St Martins Road. 

Advertisements 

If you would like to advertise in the next edition of the Parish Roundabout 

please send your information to Penny OôHagan (contact details on  page 

18) by 30th August 2010. We accept written details, Word documents or 

jpeg format. It costs £50 for an eighth of a page, £75 for half a page and 

£100 for a full page a year. The Selattyn & Gobowen Parish Roundabout 

is published 4 times a year and distributed to 1500 homes in the parish. 

 
Contributions 

We always welcome contributions from people living in the parish. If 

youôd like to air your views on a particular subject, have a photograph or 

piece of artwork that would make a great cover then please get in touch 

with the Parish Clerk (see contact details below). Thank you. 

Your Council Membersô Contact Numbers 
Ian Bennett……………………………………………………………………………………………….655812 

Reg Bowyer……………………………………………………………………………………………...772603 
Sue Crow...................……………………………………………………………………………………655385 

Percy Cherrington………………………………………………………………………………………..650025 

Peter Clare……………………………………………………………………………………………….652484 
Paul Drury………………………………………………………………………………………………..654325 

Ann Evans………………………………………………………………………………………………..661220 

Les Hearne……………………………………………………………………………………………….654178 
Ron Jones (Chairman) ............…………………………………………………………………………..777611 

Erica Morgan ……………………………………………………………………………………………680277 

Tim Kirk (vice chairman) ....……………………………………………………………………………653332 
David Lloyd MBE……………………………………………………………………………………….661315 

John Thorpe……………………………………………………………………………………….07882167361 

Rev. Mark Turner………………………………………………………………………………………..718315  
Miles Ambridge………………………………………………………………………………………….661915 

Parish Contact Details 
Parish Clerk: Penny O’Hagan, 3 Lady Ida, Kinnerley, Oswestry, Shropshire, SY10 8DN……………683815 

E-mail: parishclerksg@tiscali.co.uk………………………………………….www.selattyn-gobowenpc.org.uk 
Leisure Attendant: (Playing Field & Pavilion Bookings): Nigel Thomas……………………...07906 468460 

E-mail: leisureattendant@yahoo.co.uk 

Cemetery Manager: John Ward……………………………………………………..…………………772178 

 
 

Selattyn & Gobowen Parish Roundabout 3

 

T 
he Sports Court opened in May 

with over 30 children and par-

ents attending the 4 hour sports 

taster sessions. 

 

 The Youth Drop In or’ The Green 

Room’ ran for 6 weeks in the Summer 

term, thanks to the youth workers who 

organised activities, though volunteers 

were few. 

 

 The Local Joint Committee has 

funded new stackable tables to make the 

Pavilion space more useable to commu-

nity groups. 

 

 Selattyn and Gobowen, St Martins 

and Weston Rhyn Parishes have started 

the 3 Parishes Youth Association to en-

able greater provision for the youth. 

 

 The Youth Bus visits the Pavilion 

car park on Friday 6.30pm – 8pm and 

another summer programme of activities 

is organised at the Sports Court. 

 

 Nigel Thomas, Leisure Attendant 

has been keeping on top of the litter, pro-

ducing our events posters and shortly our 

The Parish Roundabout in A5. 

 

 The Alcohol Free Zone now in-

cludes the playing field, this allows the 

police to confiscate any alcohol found on 

site. 

 

 Shropshire Community Council 

undertook ‘The Future of Play in Gobo-

wen’ consultation. Results showed the 

requirement for the equipment to be re-

furbished and improved, the main area 

kept a green open space with a perimeter 

access path and more seating. 

 

 The Selattyn questionnaire sparked 

community initiatives including a 

neighbourhood and farm watch group, 

better co-ordination in booking the com-

munity spaces within Selattyn, a group to 

look into play spaces and facilities for the 

young and speed gun training for local 

residents in order to monitor speeds in the 

village. 

 

 The new Parish Council website 

www.selattyn-gobowenpc.org.uk can 

now be updated directly by the clerk, cut-

ting costs. 

 

 The streetlights are being upgrad-

ing, the War Memorial has been re-

pointed and the main Roundabout has 

been tidied up 

 

 New standing orders, financial 

regulations and community engagement 

strategy have all been adopted by the Par-

ish Council. 

 

 Selattyn and Gobowen Parish 

Council is joining with St Martins and 

Weston Rhyn for training sessions.  

 

 Two attacks at the Hengoed Ceme-

tery, prompted the hedges to be lowered 

and tree branches to be pruned to improve 

visibility. Following a fire on New Road 

the site is now subject to an open section 

215 notice and will be monitored. A new 

bench has replaced two old seats [
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 Not all criminal activity is confined to the hours of darkness. Premises in particular outbuilding
s and garden sheds can be unlawfully entered during daylight hours when least expected.                      
 This type of crime in a rural/semi rural location such as ours is often committed by individuals 
we call the travelling criminal - someone who is out and about in our area with the sole intention of 
being actively engaged in crime, this type of offence is often opportunist, so don't give them the 
chance!                                                                                                                            
 Dwellings, garages and outbuildings in the countryside attract the criminal because they are 
situated in a quiet peaceful place. There is therefore less chance of the criminal being seen even in 
daylight hours.                                                                                                                         
 A property will usually be approached on foot with a driver and vehicle somewhere nearby 
and contact kept by a mobile telephone.                                                                               
 Property stolen has quite often been power tools, garden machinery and tools. At some point 
a vehicle will be used to remove the stolen goods.                                                                        
 If you see a vehicle that in your view appears to be either parked in a strange location or 
being driven in a suspicious manner try to make a note of the registration number and type of vehicle 
you have seen. A description of any persons seen will also be of assistance. Make a note of the time 
and then contact the Police 0300 333 300 or in the event of an emergency 999.                            
 Do not attempt to challenge the individual on your own.                                               
 Make it as difficult as possible for a criminal by keeping property locked away and out 
 of sight.                                                                                                                     
 Fairly cheap shed/garage alarms can be purchased at DIY outlets.                                    
 In reality we live in a low crime area, both within West Mercia and nationally.                    
 For those who reside in a rural location you may wish to join the ever expanding Rural Watch 
scheme in operation in our area and other surrounding villages. Telephone the above number, leave 
your details and either myself or CSO Dave Wagg will return your call.                                      
Together we can make a difference.                                                                                       
                  S.P. Clarke P.C. 925.  

outside the Co-op in Gobowen and the 

Parish Council is looking into providing 

day time parking at the Pavilion car park. 

 

 The Gobowen Allotments were 

opened on 1st Sept, many thanks to the 

Hilton Jones Trust for leasing the land to 

the Parish Council and for additional 

funds. 

 

 The Parish Council are involved in 

the Local Development Framework – 

Core Strategy consultations, the decisions 

made will affect housing, employment 

and transport in our area through to 2026. 

The consultation closes 25th June 2010. 

F i l l  o u t  t h e  f o r m  o n l i n e 

www.shropshire.gov.uk or contact our 

clerk to have your comments included. 

 The Parish Council support the 

proposed Pant Glas and Brogyntyn Park 

conservation area which would help 

maintain the historic character and nature 

of the area. 

 

 Councillors are focussing on how 

Shropshire’s councils can work together 

to continue to provide the services you 

want on the reduced budgets to come. 

 

 Councillors will visit several 

local events in the year to hear what 

you have to say. 

 

 

Erica Morgan 

Chairman 
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B R U F I D E M I V O W I C S 

T E N L E N Y T T A L E S A K 

S K A N G R E T A T I O R Y D 

A Y R O R W A F G S R T A P O 

F D M E I C F A N B U I C D L 

E S P T W O M L E R N B E E D 

S T A F I O N U S H E R C H O 

L A N B E R T A H C W O O U S 

E W T R G Y N T U E N G U A W 

H I G O B O W E N A M Y R N E 

S R L E M S T A T I O N S A S 

I X A J E V P A R I N T E F T 

R E S T N I A S L L A Y L T R 

A W R I M E Y D E O G N E H Y 

P U W S T A P E R R V I D A N 

HENGOED 

PANT GLAS 

SELATTYN 

GOBOWEN 

DERWEN 

AGNES HUNT  

EBNAL 

BROGYNTYN 

PERRY 

TOWER 

ALL SAINTS 

PARISH 

RACECOURSE 

SARN 

WATôS DYKE 

OFFA 

OLD OSWESTRY 

STATION 

Find these words: 
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Can you name the Councillor above? If you 
can, send the answer along with your name and 

address on a postcard or the back of a sealed 

down envelope to the Parish Clerk to reach her 
by 31st August 2010. The first correct entry out 

of the hat will win a £5 Gift Card kindly do-

nated by 
 

Annual Accounts for 2009/10 

The audited Parish Council accounts for the financial year ending 31st march 2010 

show the following 

 
 

  31/3/09 31/3/10 

Balances brought For-

ward 

 55340 33913  

Annual Precept  50000 50000  

Total other receipts  11777 48803  

Staff costs  16492 22780  

Loans  0 0  

Total other payments  66712 60444  

Balances carried forward  33913 49492  

Total cash and invest-

ments 

 33913 49492  

Total fixed assets  180447 11358  

Total borrowings  0 0  

Donations to organisations  

(under S.137 Powers) 

Organisation Amount 

All Saints Church 200 

Preshenlle Church 200 

St Marys Church 200 

Royal British Legion 100 

Selattyn Show Com-

mittee 

100 

Oswestry CCTV 50 

Hope House 100 

Marie Curie Cancer 

care 

100 

Vitalise 100 

W. Shropshire Talking 

Newspaper 

50 

Oswestry Area First 

Responders 

100 
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THE GOBOWEN 

CLUB 
Old Whittington Road, Gobowen 

SY11 3JL 

Bar, Lounge and 
Function Room 

3 large screen TVôs, 
Pool & Jukebox 

Low cost Membership 
 

Function Room and 
Lounge available for 
hire at competitive 

rates 
Tel No: 01691 661421  

 
www.theclubgobowen.co.uk 

e-mail ï  
info@theclubgobowen.co.uk 

Gobowen Pavilion Charges 2010/11 
  Room Hire ï General Use 

Use of all rooms and toilets ï without shower facilities 

Up to 2 hours in total -£20 

2hours to 4 hours in total -£30 

4 hours to 6 hours in total -£50 

 

Use of all rooms, toilets and showers (Parish organisations/clubs) 

Up to 2 hours in total -£45 

2hours to 4 hours in total -£65 

4 hours to 6 hours in total -£90 

 

Use of all rooms, toilets and showers (Non-Parish organisations/clubs) 

Up to 2 hours in total - £65 

2hours to 4 hours in total - £85 

4 hours to 6 hours in total -£100 

 

Changing Room Hire ï Football Teams for duration of game period 

   Including use of showers and toilets. 

Parish Teams       -£45, Other Teams       -£65 

Hengoed Cemetery Charges 2010/11 
 

Administration Fee 

Parishioner £40.00 

Non-Parishioner     £80.00   

Purchase of Plot at the time of burial  

Parishion £180.00 

Non-Parishioner                                   £460.00 

Pre- Purchase of Plot for future use 

Parishioner £300.00 

Non-Parishioner £500.00  

Use of the Plot within a year will result in a rebate of £50 

    

Garden of Remembrance  

Parishioner                                            £70.00 

Non-Parishioner £140.00 

 

Introduction of Headstones 

Cemetery                                    £70.00 

Garden of Remembrance           £60.00 

 

Reduction for Children 

Under 18 years      50%,        Under 5 years      75% 
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GOBOWEN OLD 
FRIENDS  

 
Open to all people 

over 60 and  

living in Gobowen. 

 

We meet every third 

Thursday of the 

month in the Parish 

Church Hall with a 

varied programme of 

events including -  

 

Afternoon tea at 4 

o'clock followed by 

entertainment or an 

evening coach trip. 

  

Subscriptions are  

£2 per year &  

afternoon tea  

is only £1. 

 

More  

Information 

 from:  

Mr. J Hirst  

01691  

650502 

AGE CONCERN 

OVER SIXTIES  

 PUB LUNCH 

New Members Welcome 

We meet on the 1st Thursday in the 

month at The Lord Morton 12-12.30 

For bookings and further information-

please contact  

Les Hearne on01691 

654178  

Advertise Your  

Events Here...  

 

If you want to  

promote an event  

or meeting local  

to the parish of 

Selattyn and  

Gobowen please 

contact the Clerk, 

Penny OõHagan. 

 

The Parish  

Roundabout is  

published 4 time 

per year, March, 

June,  

September and  

December, so please 

ensure that the  

information for the 

event you want to 

promote  reaches us 

in good time.  

 

Details on page 18.  

All Saints 
Church       

Summer Fete 
Saturday 10th July starting at 

12.00 pm                    Stalls: Cakes, Toiletries, 
Cards & Books, Plants & 

Produce                      School Choir, Karate Team 
Display                         Childrenôs Painting Competi-tion Prize giving 

Proceeds towards Church 
Funds                            Cold Meat Salad Lunch & 

light refreshments 

Local Bridge Group 

starting up  

Very informal 

If interested, please 

phone Penny on 

01691-6612155 
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P.A.C.T. PACT stands for Partners and Communities Together. It gives you the chance to tell your local policing team, local authority and other partner agencies about the issues that are causing concern within your neighbourhood and which ones you want us to deal with as a priority. Once the com-munity agrees on the top priorities, we'll work together to address them. The issues raised can vary significantly, and aren't always for the police to deal with, but common exam-ples include:   

Graffiti  
Vandalism  
Speeding  
Dog fouling  
Youth gathering  
Anti-social behaviour  
Drinking in the street. 

Gobowen and Whittington SURGERIES (10/06/2010 18:30:00) Gobowen Pavilion  

 

Martin Carthy will be appearing at the Last Inn, Hengoed on Thursday 21st October at 8pm. Martin Carthy is arguably one of the best folk performers in Britain and has remained one of the most influential figures in British traditional music, inspiring contem-poraries such as  
Bob Dylan and Paul Simon. 

 
All proceeds from the concert will be donated to Cancer Research UK for research into breast cancer.  
Tickets will be available from September priced £10 (no concessions, no reserved seats) from annie.kerr@talk21.com or 01691 659 794. Cheques payable to Cancer Research UK.  

Football 

Sessions 
Wednesday 11th, Thursday 

12th & Friday 13th August 

2010 

 

9.45am to 2.15pm 

 

£5 per day, £12 for all 3 days 

 

Numbers are limited to  

approximately 20 per  

session so places must  

be pre-booked. Priority  

will be given to those who  

book on to all 3 days. 

 

For further information 

 call Shropshire  

Council Leisure  

Servicesñ 

North on: 

01939 237 552 

Gobowen Youth Team 

 

Football Training Sessions 

Thursday Evenings 

6 pm to 8 pm 

£1 

Turn Up & Have a Go! 
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I 
n my opinion walking a dog is one of the simplest and most rewarding pleas-
ures modern life has to offer. It helps to strengthen the bond between you and 
your canine companion and it helps to keep you both fit and healthy. Once 

dog walking was a simple pleasure. You could just take your dog out and walk 
along the streets and across the fields without a care in the world, he does his 
business, barks at a cat or two along the way and you come home. No fuss. To-
day however, as our society becomes more and more complex, even dog walk-
ing has earned its own set of rules. Before you take off into the rural jun-
gle with your four-legged friend, itôs a good idea to arm yourself with a 
lead and supply of doggie bags. Dog fouling is a serious problem in 
Gobowen. As it is in the country as a whole, we are nation of dog lov-
ers. There are a reported 8 million dogs in the UK and they pro-
duce thousands of tonnes of faeces very day. 
 

Excuse me, did you drop 
something? 
 

N 
ot only does dog muck make the village 
look unsightly and causes a bad smell, people can tread in it and walk it 
into their homes and into local shops and public buildings. It is also a 

public health risk. If dogs are not treated regularly they can carry a worm called 
Toxocara (roundworm) which can be deposited in there faeces. Humans can get 
infected by faeces carrying the eggs through soil or sand contamination. The 
parasite can last up to two years in soil or sand, even after the faeces have de-
graded. Infection can last between 6 and 24 months. Children between 18 
months and 5 years old are most at risk but it has also been reported in adults, 
this infection can cause blindness, abdominal pain, coughs headaches and 
shortness of breath. It is not dangerous to clean up after your dog. You will not 
be infected by the Toxocara eggs as they are not infectious until they embryo 
ate. This occurs at least 2 - 3 weeks after they have been deposited by your dog. 
Most dog walkers are responsible and clear there dog mess up but a lot donôt. 
The best way to clear up after your dog is to use your plastic bag. Invert the bag 
over your hand, so you can pick up your dog's droppings without touching any-
thing directly, fold the bag back to seal it and toss it in a bin or take it home with 
you. You are reminded that it is illegal to walk your dog on or off its lead on the 
Gobowen playing fields. Enjoy your walk, be courteous and safe! 

Paul Drury 
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 I was eventually sent to Shavington Hall, 
Market Drayton, and from there took the horses to 
Crewe, where they were stabled and left. Next 
camp was at Mile End, Oswestry, where we were 
joined by Militia men and then divided into two 
regiments of Artillery ï 75th and 76th on 1st May 
1940. We were supplied with civilian vehicles and 
1914-1918 artillery. The mobile column was now 
on standby for invasion. 
 
 We went to various camps 
in England and Wales, the last one 
being at Bournemouth; there were 
some air-raids on the town and on 
Poole Harbour, with some damage 
to our billets. We all ran 3 miles 
each day to keep fit. 
 
 On 28th August 1942 we 
sailed from Grennock, on the 
Clyde, to Durban, South Africa on 
a New Zealand ship ï Rangitata ï 
in a convoy of 18 vessels. Included 
in the convoy was HMS Shrop-
shire. I came on deck one morning 
only to find we were alone; our ship 
had broken down ï fire in the en-
gine room ï it was a great relief when we rejoined 
the convoy without having been sighted by enemy 
U boats. 
 
 We stayed in Durban for six weeks, hav-
ing received a wonderful welcome on arrival. 
During that time we had many route marches and 
some training. On 6 th November 1942 we were 
part of 6,000 troops embarked for Egypt. While 
sailing there, news of the El Alemain victory came 
through and so we went to Bagdad, 1700 miles 
over land and crossing the river Jordan. This was 
part of a plan to guard oil supplies in Iran. We also 
camped in a very dusty valley, outside Damascus, 
where we were getting ready to invade Cos. How-
ever, Cos fell to German forces so we were stood 
down. We sailed from Alexandria, Egypt, for Italy. 
We then moved to the front line at Castel de San-
gro; the aim being to divert the Germans from the 
western side of Italy so the 5 th Army could break 
through to Rome. Very deep snow cut off some 
units and they were supplied by parachute. As the 
weather improved we moved to new positions.  
 

O ur first casualty was Jock Davidson, caught in 
a strafing and dive-bomb attack by the Ameri-

cans. We moved onto Monte Casino front along a 
former railroad track. Monte Casino dominated all 
approaches and we had an observation post on 
Monte Troccio. Sgt. Manford and his crew had to 
wade through 2 feet of water in order to fire their 
gun. New Zealand and Indian troops attacked for 
8 days and failed. 1000 tons of bombs were 
dropped and 680 guns shelled the Monte Casino 

area and failed. On 17 th May 1944 
the biggest Artillery Barrage the 
world has ever seen took place. 
1100 guns on a 20 mile front, per-
sistent bombing for one week and 
Polish troops attacking, caused the 
Germans to surrender. The most 
frightening experience up to now 
was a German gun firing 7 shells at 
once. These were known as moan-
ing minnies ï they howled as they 
flew overhead. Outside Florence, 
Sgt. Thomas of Oswestry was killed 
by a shell exploding under his biv-
ouac. Also, about this t ime, 
Winston Churchill visited one of the 
gun sites and wrote a rude mes-
sage on one of the shells. Near 
Sienna an early morning air-raid 

killed two, wounded four and knocked out two 
vehicles. I was running through a cornfield at this 
time. Why, I do not know, but it saved my life. A 
friend that I went to school with, Sgt. John Maslen, 
was wounded while repairing telephone lines and 
died shortly afterwards. I wrote to his parents with 
the bad news. I had my head down in a cellar at 
that time. Another friend, Jack Davies from Elles-
mere, told me never to stand on doorsteps as 
these were often mined. Soon after warning me he 
stood on a doorstep and was badly injured. 
 

A s the end of the war approached we were 
near Trieste on the Yugoslavia border. Titoôs 

army was trying to take over that part of Italy, 
including the Port of Trieste, essential to us for 
supplies. Many men in the later days had acquired 
abandoned vehicles which doubled the petrol 
used. The CO ordered them to be abandoned. As 
this coincided with the end of the war our Captain 
exchanged an Opel car for 56 gallons of wine and 
a good time was had by all. We all came home in 
February 1946 and I found it extremely difficult to 
settle into civilian life.  

                     
Reg Bowyer 

I  joined the Shropshire Yoemanry in 1939 and as my father had a riding school I 
was able to provide my own horse. The first camp I was sent to was at Penrith, 

Cumberland. The horses went by train from Gobowen. I was actually called up 
two days before war was declared. Other local Shropshire Yeomen were, Jeff 
Manford, Jeff Woodcock and Roy Williams. 

ñI came on deck 

one morning only 

to find we were 

alone; our ship 

had broken down 

ï fire in the  

engine rooméò  
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Additional Sports Court coaching sessions 

throughout the summer. See the parish notice 

board for further information. 



              Selattyn & Gobowen Parish Roundabout12

 

I  
f you donôt know Bronygarth in the Ceiriog Valley, itôs easy to miss. The village is little 
more than a straggle of houses along a lane above the fast flowing River Ceiriog. It has 
stunning views across the valley to Chirk Castle, but it lacks a shop, post office, garage, 

church, school, pub or village hall.                                                                                              
 What it does have is a great community spirit. It also has a series of yurts that were made by 
a group of residents in 2004 and used to house functions such as the annual summer party.              
 If you donôt know, a yurt is a circular, tented structure made of steam-bent wood, used by 
nomads in Central Asia. The largest of the Bronygarth yurts has a 24ô diameter and unlike traditional 
yurts which are covered in felt, ours have bright nylon covers made by Lindstrand Balloons in Os-
westry.                                                                                                                                                
 The smallest of the three yurts has a 16ô diameter. This has seen the most use and had be-
come seriously in need of refurbishment. This has become possible thanks to a generous award from 
the Gobowen, Selattyn, St Martins and Westron Rhyn Local Joint Committee.                              
 Work has already begun on the refurbishment and more than twenty people have given time 
to the project, along with several children and numerous dogs. So far four workshops have been 
held. The first three were to strip forty locally sourced ash poles of bark and shape them into roof 
ribs. The most recent was to steam and bend the poles to give them a curved end.                           
 To make them flexible enough to bend, the 2m length poles are placed in a long box into 
which steam is piped. This is generated in an old radiator suspended above a fire, from which pipes 
feed into the box. Having been left for an hour, they are then ready to set in the bending frames, 
where theyôll be left for a few weeks.                                                                                               
 There is still more to do. A fifth workshop will be held at the home of Stewart Whitehead in 
Pontfadog, where weôll create the central wheel from which all the roof ribs radiate like spokes. This 
is highly skilled work, so we were grateful the Local Joint Committee award allowed us to buy some 
of Stewartôs time and expertise. It has also allowed us to buy a new cover from Lindstrandôs.       
 Once the wheel is complete we will simply have to finish off the roof ribs at a final workshop 
in June (mostly sanding down the wood). If everything goes according to plan, this should be in time 
for the annual summer party when people will be able to relax, have a drink and enjoy the beautiful 
yurt they helped to create.                                                                                              Simon Greaves 

Gobowen All-Rounders  
 

A t Gobowen All-Rounders we provide a wide range of childcare services encompassing a pre

-school for children aged between 2 and 5 years and breakfast, after-school and holiday 

clubs for children aged between 2 and 11 years.  

 

In recent months, we have invested in a wide range of new play equipment to enhance our indoor 

and outdoor environments, with particular emphasis on helping younger children to develop their 

spoken language through stories and play and to also provide a stimulating and varied experience 

for older children attending our out of school clubs.  During this summer term we are also focus-

sing on helping our older pre-schoolers to get ready for school with a planned transition designed 

to help prepare them for starting school in September.  This transition plan was one of the elements 

covered by Ofsted in our recent assessment and we were very pleased to be awarded a ‘Good’ 

rating as the result of the assessment.  

 

Come and meet us at the St Martins Summer Fayre on 3rd July where we will be running a second 

hand toy stall to raise funds to invest in the services that we provide. We would be grateful for any 

donations of toys and games for our stall.  

 

Gobowen All-Rounders   Tel: 01691 651347 

Registered charity no 1018896. 
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O 
f late Shropshire Council Planning Dept. has produced a document 'Local De-

velopment Framework'. This is in response to the situation that exists in our 

largely rural county where young people are leaving the area as there are neither 

the jobs nor affordable housing. 

 

Each local area has received a further document with maps showing possible locations 

for development. It needs to be said that the shaded- in areas for development are largely 

aspirational. 

 

The Parish Council has already looked at these plans and have been able to identify po-

tential development locations, including 'green spaces'. 

It needs to be emphasized that these are very early days; the general public have a chance 

to look in the local library or send off for a copy from Shire Hall: 'Planning for a Flour-

ishing Shropshire in the Gobowen, Selattyn, St. Martins and Weston Rhyn 

L.J.C.area'.  With the document comes a Questionnaire so everybody can have their say. 

 

Miles Ambridge 

 

W 
e are now approaching the end of May and the summer half term break. It 
seems a long time since Christmas when we had the Ofsted visit. The inspec-
tion went very well with the school being described as a good school with out-

standing features. Despite the hard work required from the staff, the children, the gover-
nors and the support from parents to achieve this, it is good to be recognised as a good 
school by independent inspectors. 

The next invitation to parents and cares to come into school is for sports day followed by 
a BBQ, I hope the weather is kinder this year as last year the school hall was the final 
refuge after the rain came down.  We also invite parents and other members of the com-
munity to Christmas and Easter lunches. If any member of the community would like to be 
invited to lunch please contact the school. 

In addition we are a well resourced school if any community groups would like to come 
and see our resources or to use the resources again please do not hesitate to contact the 
school on 01691 661343 or admin@gobowen.shropshire.sch.uk  

The forest school site on the school grounds is now looking more mature as some of the 

huge amount of trees planted recently are developing well. This is proving to be very 
popular with the children in particular the outdoor cooking. 

Steve Conroy, Headteacher, Gobowen School 
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A 
 service, providing careers and skills 
advice for adults, is now available in 
eleven new locations in Shropshire 

thanks to a new facility that makes use of 
broadband technology.  
 
 Telly Talk enables people to talk face to 
face with an advisor as well as share docu-
ments, complete forms and print information. 
The project, led by Shrop-
shire Council in partnership 
with a number of agencies, 
has been running for two 
years and gives residents 
access to a wide range of 
services.  
 
 The latest service to 
join the project, nextstep is 
a free service for adults and 
provides information and 
advice to help people im-
prove their skills, get new 
qualifications and find the 
right job. Telly Talk means 
that residents can talk to 
advisors for free, without 
travelling to the nearest 
town.  
 
 The new service was launched at 
Cleobury Mortimer by Cllr Madge Shineton who 
was the first person to talk directly to a nextstep 
officer in Coventry from Shropshire. She said, ñI 
am very impressed with the facility, it is easy to 
use and it is nice to be able to talk to someone 
face to face. It will be of great benefit to local 
residents who may be out of work, or looking to 
change career, but canôt easily travel to the 
nearest town."  
 
 Teresa Carroll, nextstep West Midlands 
said,ò We are delighted to be part of Telly Talk 
in Shropshire. Linking up with the service 
means we are now able to offer face-to-face 
careers support at eleven extra venues across 
the county, where anyone can book to see an 

adviser for impartial skills, training and employ-
ment advice.ò  
 
 The service is available on a Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday from 10am to 1pm from 
the following locations across the County:  
St Martin's Community Centre  
Gobowen Library  
Ruyton XI Towns  

Castlefields Cyber Cafe, 
Shrewsbury  
Albrighton Library  
Chirbury Post Office  
Belmont Garage, Bucknell  
Market Hall, Cleobury Morti-
mer  
Shawbury Library  
Pontesbury Library  
Much Wenlock Museum  
 
 The facility is fully 
accessible, and volunteers are 
on hand to support first time 
users. Telly Talk can also be 
used to contact Shropshire 
Council, Age Concern, Citi-
zens Advice Bureau, Severn-
side Housing, South Shrop-

shire Housing Association and A4U.  
 
 For more information or to make an 
appointment please telephone Shropshire 
Council 01743 210364 or nextstep West Mid-
lands 08000 217 244. At least one working 
days notice is required to book an appointment 
with nextstep.  
 
 For more information about nextstep 
West Midlands, a service of the Skills Funding 
Agency on behalf of the Department for Busi-
ness, Innovation & Skillsô, visit 
www.nextstepwestmidlands.org.uk 
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Room Hire 
 

S 
elattyn School is available for hire by 

local community groups at a cost of 

£10 for a meeting room. Please contact 

the school for more information.  

T rees have been in the village news 

recently and some of the legal back-

ground may be useful, either to under-

stand what has or has not happened, 

and the legal status of the events. 

 

The Timber Preservation 

Order ( TPO ) covering 

three mature broadleaf trees 

of great age around the Old 

Rectory, was recently imposed by the 

Council.  This is a legal protection , and 

would be a part your property Legal Title 

and Registered as such.  The protection is 

total and no work can be undertaken in 

normal circumstances, without planning 

permission from the Council. Just such an 

application was made in February to re-

move overhanging branches and poten-

tially dangerous boughs on the lime tree.  

It can be difficult to get felling permis-

sion, and this is can be  given to fell dis-

eased trees- fungus or general decay.  

Most commonly the TPO is the first line 

of defence against unscrupulous develop-

ers.  Heavy fines can be imposed as a 

penalty, though some feel they are too 

light in view of likely planning gain. 

 

Felling Licences are required by any 

landowner planning to fell trees beyond a 

measured volume. A licence is needed to 

remove more than 5 cubic metres 

( roughly 0.85 tonne ) in any calendar 

quarter. And they may not sell more than 

2 cubic metres, in that period. 

There are several exemptions , including 

small coppice trees. A Felling Licence is 

nearly always accompanied by a legal 

requirement to replant the felled area. The 

Licences are administered by the Forestry 

Commission grants and licences depart-

ment( nearest is in Ludlow).  Again sub-

stantial fines can be levied for any fail-

ure to comply. 

The recent felling opposite Pant 

Glas lane on the way to Os-

westry, probably just scrapes 

by as a legal act.  Many will be 

very sad to see the majestic Scots 

Pine become a victim here.  Why it was 

felled , only the owner knows. The butt 

was very sound and any lose branches 

could have been cut out by a trained tree 

surgeon. The lovely slightly pink hue on 

the ribbed bark always shone in the eve-

ning light. A count of the rings shows that 

it was about 115 years old.  Perhaps 

planted by the Estate to mark Queen Vic-

toria’s demise.  .  Incidently the ancient 

broadleaf opposite was unsafe and rot-

ting. 

 

Further information and clarification can 

be found on www.forestry.gov.uk. Just 

type in the main titles above. 

 

 

Tim Kirk 

http://www.shropshire.gov.uk/
http://www.shropshire.gov.uk/
http://www.ageconcernshropshireandtelford.org.uk/ageconcernshrops
http://www.cabshropshire.org.uk/
http://www.cabshropshire.org.uk/
http://www.severnsidehousing.co.uk/main.cfm
http://www.severnsidehousing.co.uk/main.cfm
http://www.sshropsha.co.uk/default.aspx
http://www.sshropsha.co.uk/default.aspx
http://www.a4u.org.uk/
http://www.nextstepwestmidlands.org.uk/

