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Allotments Open! 
 

Gobowen Allotments were formally opened by Priscilla Hilton Jones on Saturday 

13th September. 25 plots have been allocated and a waiting list has already been 

started. The Allotments have been a project for the parish council since May 2006 

when the results of the parish plan questionnaire stated that  60 parishioners wished 

to see allotment gardens in the village. Initially the Parish Council had great diffi-

culty identifying a suitable piece of land. However by June 2008 a parcel of land 

was made available to the Parish Council for the provision of allotments by the Hil-

ton Jones Family. 

With the site secured a Parish Council Allotment Committee was set up, with the first site meeting with the Hilton 

Jones‘s land agent taking place in October 2008. The next step was funding and a grant application was successfully 

submitted to Oswestry Borough Council which allowed work to start. The drawing up of the lease and planning applica-

tion followed and as part of the planning permission a car park and new access had to be constructed. 

With a large number of people interested in becoming plot holders the Parish Council called a public meeting on 22/4/09 

and over 35 parishioners attended and expressions of interest in plots were compiled. Fortunately the number of people 

who applied for an allotment at this meeting exactly matched the number of plots available! 

 

Access to the site and associated works began in early June 2009 and the work took just over a month to complete with  

actual plots being allocated and tenancy agreements distributed at a further meeting held at the end of July. 

The allotments will be managed by the Parish Council but it is hoped that in time the day to day management of the al-

lotments will be carried out by an independent allotment association. A further grant has been secured from the Hilton 

Jones Charitable Trust to cover unforeseen costs and the purchase of a communal shed. 

 

The Parish Council would like to thank the hard work of a number of councillors including Les Hearne, Ron 

Jones, Erica Morgan and Miles Ambridge as well as Priscilla Hilton Jones who have been instrumental in get-

ting this project underway. The Parish Council hopes to build on the success of this project by identifying po-

tential allotment sites in Selattyn and Hengoed if a need is identified. For more information on Gobowen Al-

lotments please contact the Parish Clerk.  

Gobowen Playing Field Improvements  
 

The need for improved facilities on the playing field in Gobowen was one of the areas highlighted in the parish 

plan. The first phase has been completed by the installation of a Multi Use Games Area, now the Parish Council 

plan to focus on upgrading the younger children‘s play equipment which is in need of updating. 

The Parish Council in partnership with Shropshire Rural Community Council will undertaking a series of con-

sultations with the whole community as well as with interested parties (Residents adjacent to the playing field, 

local groups and clubs), before the end of the year, in order to assess 

how the community would like the playing field as a whole to be used, 

and to find out what type and where, any new equipment should be po-

sitioned to fit within an overall plan for the site. The subsequent plan 

would then be split into manageable phases to be undertaken over a pe-

riod of years. 

If you have any views on this project a consultation day will be held in 

the Autumn, details of which will be posted on notice boards.  



PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS  

 Parish Council meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month except August. Details of agendas 

and minutes of previous meetings can be viewed on the Council‘s website www.selattyn-gobowenpc.org.uk  or 

agendas are also posted on the Parish notice board which is outside the Library on St Martins Road. 

Gobowen , Selattyn, St Martins and Weston Rhyn  
Local Joint Committee.  

 
The inaugural meeting of the Local Joint Committee for Gobowen, Selattyn, St Martins and Weston Rhyn took place 
in Weston Rhyn in July.  Over 20 residents attended and joined in a lively session with local Shropshire Councillors, 
officers and representatives from all three parish councils and from local police services. In his chairmanôs welcome, 
Shropshire Councillor Trevor Davies said these committee meetings would give local people a greater say in local 
issues.  
The three main functions of the Local Joint Committee were outlined by the chairman, and are: 

Allocating funding to projects 
Calling agencies to account 
Listening to people and taking action once priorities are identified 

The meetings will be held four times a year, and ócirculateô within the parishes to allow as many people as possible to 
attend. Some of the key concerns which were brought up during initial questions centred on youth work, and traffic, 
speeding and parking near local schools.   
 
This Local Joint Committee has responsibility for allocating £32,000 this year to community projects within our area.  
Decisions will be made and announced at the meetings and the public are encouraged to attend to have their say.  Ap-
plication Forms and guidance are available from your local community regeneration officer, Maggie Rowlands (see be-
low), or can be downloaded from the Shropshire Council website at www.shropshire.gov.uk.  The website also contains 
lots of information about the community working system and how it can be useful to you (look in Community and Living, 
followed by Community Working). 
 
The closing date for this round of funding is the end of August with decisions being made at the next LJC meeting on 
Wednesday 7th October at 7pm at All Saints Church Hall, Gobowen.  
 
The next meetings after this one are Monday 11th January and Wednesday 24th March, so there will be other opportu-
nities to apply later in the year, for submission to those meetings, closing dates being respectively end of December and 
end of February. 
 
Why not come along and find out more?  Or get in touch with Maggie if you have a good idea that needs funding or con-
cerns that she can help you with. 
Maggie Rowlands, Community Regeneration Officer (North), Shropshire Council, Edinburgh House 
New Street, Wem, Shropshire SY4 5DB, Tel: 01939 237418, Email: Maggie.rowlands@shropshire.gov.uk 

New Cemetery Rules and Regulations 
 

Following concerns by the Council over the cultivating of some grave spaces at the Hengoed Cemetery it has 

been agreed to introduce some new Rules and Regulations.  These should not be seen as restraining but rather 

preventing some inconsiderate plot owners from taking unfair advantage of others. 

It is apparent that some plot owners, regardless of the number of times that they are informed otherwise, are try-

ing to extend their plots and encroach upon others usually with unsafe or unsightly ornaments and decoration. 

The new rules and Regulations will include areas such as: 

¶ Receptacles for flowers - The Council reserves the right to remove any receptacle for flowers, which 

it considers unsuitable or unsightly, without notice.  Glass, china or other easily breakable pots or 

        bottles are highly dangerous, and are not permitted in the Cemetery. 

¶ Glass Shades - No glass shades will be placed on any grave. 

¶ Decoration of Graves or Memorials - No trinkets, toys or solar lights, shall be placed on any grave. 

 

The full Rules and Regulations will be issued to all new plot owners and displayed on the Council‘s website.  

However, if you would like a hard copy of the rules please contact the Clerk on 01691 682683. 

http://www.shropshire.gov.uk/
mailto:Maggie.rowlands@shropshire.gov.uk


The Old CemeteryðSt Maryôs,  Selattyn 
 

The old Selattyn cemetery at St Mary‘s or the Harlech ceme-

tery was opened in 1888, and had the last burial recently , 

for a member of the Harlech family in their own section of 

the graveyard. The cemetery was ―closed ― in 1989, though 

burial of ashes continues.  In 2005 three new Trustees were 

appointed, being Gawain and Saffron Rainey, nephews of 

the present Lord Harlech, and Tim Kirk for the Parish Coun-

cil. 

 

Activity here is minimal to preserve this beautiful and 

peaceful area of the village, which has a Grade 2 listing.  

The PC arrange for maintenance in the summer, with other 

work being done as necessary.  The Trustees hold modest 

funds for extra work, for example restoring the shed and re-

moving dangerous trees. There is no source of new funds 

other than voluntary contributions. 

 

Tim Kirk holds the Register of Burials from the whole pe-

riod of formal use. It is hard to believe but there are some 

580 burials recorded, plus a number of urns with ashes in-

terred. The Register is an interesting social commentary on 

our times, and reflects the changing nature of life expec-

tancy and the make up of the residents in our locality. 

 

Take the opening period of  1888—1901, there were 94 

burials . Of these 50% of the names were Jones(21), Ed-

wards, Thomas, Evans or Roberts.  By 1970-1988 , with 69 

burials those five surnames accounted for 26%. The detail 

on ages is even more notable.  In the first period 30 children 

under 10 died , with 10 under one year old. The second pe-

riod shows none.  Perhaps slightly reflecting a possible older 

make up of the residents. I say this because in 1888-1901 , 

28 deaths were for 70-80 year olds . Whereas latterly 44 out 

of the 69 were 70 plus with 11 over 90!! Perhaps the village 

motto should be; ― Enjoy a longer life in Selattyn‖ ! 

 

Looking at the graveyard a large number of spaces without 

headstones makes a comprehensive ground plan all but im-

possible .  However our church is much visited and ad-

mired , and perhaps this lovely part of 

the village with it‘s history should be 

given more prominence, and of course 

the main cemetery is equally interest-

ing. 

If anyone would like to see the Burials 

register for the old cemetery, contact 

Tim Kirk—01691 653332. 

PC Graham French retires 
 

Graham French was posted to Oswestry Po-

lice Station  in the mid 1990s, and soon took 

over the Weston Rhyn/Selattyn beat.  He 

lived in the village Police house, which he 

subsequently bought..  This was an era when 

villages had their own policeman ― living in ― 

He retired from the West Mercia police in 

June. 

Graham was well known in Selattyn, espe-

cially by the school where he tried to keep 

speeding parents in order !  More importantly 

he gave regular safety talks to the children 

there. 

His experience meant that he knew most resi-

dents and when there was any trouble he 

could usually identify or at least make a good 

guess at the culprit‘s name.  On one occasion 

he recovered stolen goods , before the house-

holder reported the theft, entirely due to his 

local contacts.  He was well respected for his 

hard work for the villages. 

We wish him well and thank him for his con-

cern for the village.  May we have a worthy 

successor ! 

SELATTYN NEWS  

ROOM HIRE  

 

Selattyn School is available for hire by local 

community groups at a cost of £10 for a 

meeting room. Please contact the school for 

more information  

Selattyn War Memorial 

 

As some of the names on the 

memorial were becoming 

obscured the Parish Council has 

arranged for the Memorial to be 

cleaned this Autumn . 



PARISH PLAN UPDATE  
 

The Parish Plan was produced in 2009 and a full copy of the plan is available in Gobowen Library. Outlined 

below is a summary of the key issues raised in the plan and what has been achieved so far.  

 

Transport and Traffic issues: 
¶ ‗Inappropriate parking and speeding‘ – spot checks on parking by the police and speed monitoring has 

 taken place with more speed checks to follow. The parish has also requested a flashing ‘slow‘ sign. 

¶ ‗Both primary schools suffer heavy traffic at peak times‘ – Lines have been marked outside Selattyn 

school to help aid traffic flow. The police have been monitoring School Lane in Gobowen and the Par-

ish Council are discussing the options available to relieve the congestion through the Safer Routes to 

School Programme. 

¶ ‗A zebra crossing by Gobowen Post Office‘ - the village is deemed a safe area by Shropshire Council 

so is a low priority and therefore does not qualify for a crossing at present. 

 

Crime issues: 
¶ ‗A greater police presence required‘ - Gobowen and Selattyn have Community Support Officers are 

on patrol until 10 o‘clock at night and CSO David Wragg holds a monthly surgery in Gobowen on 

Wednesday at 11am. 

¶ The police, instead of holding PACT (Police and Community Together) meetings are undertaking to 

visit each household to discuss any concerns. 

¶ The Parish Plan highlighted that only 20% of incidents / crimes in the area are reported to the Police. 

If all incidents were reported our area would be considered more of a ‗hotspot‘ and could then justly 

qualify for more funding / police. 

¶ Our local Police Constable Simon Clarke attends most Parish Council meetings to report incidents 

within the parish. 

 

Youth issues: 
¶ ‗Better transport required‘ – Reduced rates for under 18‘s on buses allowing them greater access. 

¶ More things to do, better access to sports activities‘ - A youth drop in called ‗The Green Room‘ is in 

 the process of being set up, it trialled successfully for 6 weeks earlier this year and has continued to 

 provide sports activities on the new Gobowen Sports Court for ages 10 to 18 for 3 hrs on a Monday 

 The club is already affiliated to the Shropshire Youth Association. A committee has been set up but 

 volunteers are needed before the drop in can continue to run. 

¶ ‗More say in community decisions‘- The Parish Council hopes to engage with the youths in the area, 

 through ‗The Green Room‘ committee when ideally a representative will report issues to the monthly 

 meetings. 

¶ ‗The children‘s play equipment requires improvement‘ - As part of updating the playing field facili-

ties, consultants will employed to carry out a community consultation before any decisions / plans are 

made. 

 There is a children‘s play facility destined to be sited on Wats Meadow as part of the development 

 agreement but this will take place only when the new houses have been sold. 

 

Environment issues: 

¶ ‗Litter and dog fouling‘ - some businesses in the area have been contacted regarding the quantity of 

litter relating to their establishments and have been asked to address this issue. The Parish Council 

have asked the dog warden to pay more regular visits to the area, particularly the playing field where 

fouling is an issue, despite dogs not being allowed in areas where children play. 

 Many of the problems would be alleviated if dog walkers cleared up after their dogs, this issue will 

 continue to be monitored in and around the Selattyn and Gobowen areas. 

¶ ‗Volunteer groups keen to protecting wildlife habitats and maintaining footpaths‘ – the parish council 

need to discuss countryside issues with the relevant groups. 



 
The British Red Cross is part of the largest humanitarian organisation in the world.  Along side the work 
of supporting people in crisis overseas we also help people in our local communities. 

> Do you live in the Selattyn and Gobowen area? <  
We are currently recruiting volunteers to help raise awareness of Red Cross services available to the 
people in your area. The type of things a rural ambassador might do include: making sure our services 
are advertised to local people using posters and leaflets, being available as a contact for people who 
need a little help in a crisis, signposting people to other organisations that can provide support, arrang-
ing a first aid course in their parish or maybe arranging a coffee morning to raise awareness of our ser-
vices in their community. 
Rural ambassadors work with all age groups to help bring communities together in the event of a crisis. 
Full training, support and expenses are provided for all volunteers. 

If you feel that you could be that friendly local person in your parish that people know will 
point them in the right direction when they need some support and you have a little time to 
help support your local community please contact Melanie Lomax on 01743 280070 or e-
mail Mlomax@redcross.org.uk. 

Health and Leisure requirements: 
¶ ‗A ‗Good Neighbour Scheme‘ of volunteers to assist with collecting prescriptions, shopping etc should 

 be set up‘ - the Parish Plan Steering Committee and the Parish Council have yet to meet to discuss a 

 possible scheme. 

¶ ‗More sports facilities and adult evening and IT classes with the Gobowen Pavilion and Selattyn School 

 as possible venues‘ - the Sports Court in Gobowen has been completed providing basketball, 5 a side, 

 tennis and cricket facilities. The Parish Council have employed Nigel Thomas (Leisure attendant - 0790 

 6468460)  to coordinate and publicise activities in the area and sports activities were run during the 

 summer holidays. Anyone interested in starting a club or hiring the pavilion contact Nigel. 

¶  ‗Improved paths on the playing field‘ – This would be considered as part of a general improvement 

plan  dependent on the outcome of a consultation process. 

¶ ‗Allotments‘ – the Parish Council has leased land from the Hilton Jones family and established allot-

ments on the site that opened on 1st September 2009. 

 

Housing requirements: 
¶ ‗Starter homes for young people and small family homes‘ – The Parish Council gave their whole-

hearted support to a presentation by the Shropshire Rural Housing Association on plans for a future af-

fordable housing development in the locality. The new Local Development Framework is being dis-

cussed and this will set the level of business and housing development up to 2026 within Shropshire. 

 

Community requirements: 
¶ ‗More information on the Parish Council‘ – The Parish Roundabout is circulated quarterly and the Par-

ish Council has a website – www.selattyn-gobowenpc.org.uk . 

 Pant Glas now has it‘s own public notice board as does Selattyn (bus stop), Gobowen  (outside the 

 library) and Hengoed (at the cemetery). 

 The Parish Councillors will also attend various local events to increase the awareness of parish issues 

 and gather comments as part of the Community Engagement Strategy. 

 

The Parish Plan should be regularly updated in order to fulfil the community‘s needs and aspirations. The 

parish plan is compiled by a group of community-minded volunteers, if you would like to be part of the com-

mittee responsible for updating our parish plan please contact Rev. David Cassidy - parish plan committee 

chairman . If you would like a full copy of the plan please contact Penny O‘Hagan Parish Clerk. 

mailto:Mlomax@redcross.org.uk
http://www.selattyn-gobowenpc.org.uk/


Christian Aid Collection -  
Gobowen & Middle Hengoed.  

 
Thanks to all the Collectors and Contribu-
tors for the hard work and generous giv-
ing. Despite the recession and losing one 
round we were only about 3 1/2 % down 
on last year; total is £1558.90p. 
Monies collected will be used in mainly 
Third World countries for emergencies, 
and for long-term projects to help nation-
als to help themselves. Miles and Brenda 
Ambridge [coordinators]. 

 
Life Boat Collection  

 
The total raised during the recent door to 
door collection for the RNLI in Gobowen 
was £548.26. Thank you to everyone for 
their support and a special thanks to the 
collectors who give their time each year. 
Anne Hodge 
 

Unitary Elections  
 

This is my first chance to use our newslet-
ter to thank those who supported me in 
the first election of members to serve as 
on of your representatives on the new 
Shropshire Council. Some may have 
been puzzled to read that I have been 
elected Speaker. My duties are to preside 
over meetings of Council and means that 
I am also Deputy Chairman of the County 
which is a great honour. 
 But my prime duty is to serve our area. 
Don't hesitate to contact me on 01691 
661315 or david@gobowen.net 
 Thank you and my best wishes  
 David Lloyd  

AGE CONCERN 

OVER SIXTIES  

 PUB LUNCH 

New Members Welcome 

We meet on the 1st Thursday in the month at The 

Lord Morton 12-12.30 

For bookings and further information 

 please contact  

Les Hearne on 01691 654178  

GOBOWEN OLD FRIENDS  
 
Open to all people over 60 and living in Gobowen 

We meet every third Thursday of the month in the 
Parish Church Hall with a varied programme of 
events including - Afternoon tea at 4 o'clock fol-
lowed by entertainment or an evening coach trip  
Subscriptions are £2 per year and afternoon tea is 
only £1. 
More information from : Mr. J Hirst 01691 650502 

COMMUNITY NOTICES  

Favourite Walks around Gobowen  
and the Borders  

 
A new book of walks has been published by 
the Oswestry Group of Ramblers. 
 It contains 18 walks between 4 and 6 miles in 
length ranging in difficulty from leisurely to 
strenuous. They cover an area from the Ceriog 
Valley to Rodney's Pillar.  
The book can be purchased from local retail 
outlets for £4.95 or from the  Secretary of the 
Oswestry Group of Rambles 01691 780722 

If you would like to promote an event you are holding or advertise an existing or new community 

group that meets in Gobowen or Selattyn in the next edition of the Parish Roundabout please send 

any notices to Penny OôHagan (contact details on back page) by 20th November 2009, it costs Ã50 a 

year  for a business to advertise in this magazine which is distributed around the parish 4 times a 

year. 

mailto:david@gobowen.net


WANTED!  
Any pocket watches & clocks 

for repair and/or spares. 

 

Anything considered. 

Also wanted scrap gold and 

silver 

 

 

LIONEL PARKER  
 

Clock & Watch Restoration 

 Undertaken 

 

 

(01691) 831162 
 

Arrive in Style  
Wedding Cars  

 

Rolls Royce & Bentley  

 

Professional family run  
business  

based in Oswestry  

 

Contact Us: 01691 650659  

Mobile: 07523007119  

Jilt the Bus, òLearn with us!ó 

 

 

 

Sundorne Driving School 
Now based in Gobowen 

50% Discount with this Ad 

Call Pete / Helen for details 

 

Tel: 01691 661904 

 

Or see our advert in the Yellow Pages  

DC Travel  
of  

Gobowen  
 

 

a mini bus for every  
occasion 

 

Tel: Damon  
01691 657 047 

 

Alan Williams  
Joiner / carpenter  

 

No job too small  

  Kitchens, wardrobes, 

doors and  

wooden floors  

 

40 years experience  

Tel; 01691 662561  

Mob; 07528806192  

David Davies & 
Sons 

Funeral Directors 

Established 1840 

 

1 Upper Church Street,  

Oswestry 

 

Complete Funeral service 

Private Dedicated Chapels of 

Rest 

Day and Night  

Service 
 (01691) 653116 

W E PRICE 
 

FUNERAL  

DIRECTOR  
 

 

óOakwoodô Salop Road, 

 Oswestry 

 

A caring and professional 

24 hour service. 

 

Private Chapel of Rest 

 

  (01691) 652995 
 

EDMUND ROWLANDS  

& SON 

 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
 

Edmund House, Fieldhead 

Chirk, Wrexham 
 

Family owned & run Business 

 
24 hour Personal Service 

Private Chapel of rest 
  

  (01691) 772462 

                                            REFLEXOLOGY 

Jill Pickup  

Mobile therapist and in Gobowen  

Tel: 01691 659121Mob: 07971 963383  

Gift vouchers available  
   

Gobowen to  
London 

DIRECT  
 

Only £48 return 
Any time, any train.  

 
Book your tickets at 

www.wrexhamandshropshire.co.uk 
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YOUR COUNCIL MEMBERSô 

CONTACT NUMBERS  

 

Ian Bennett   655812  

Reg Bowyer   772603 

Sue Crow   655385  

Percy Cherrington  650025 

Peter Clare   652484 

Paul Drury   654325 

Ann Evans   661220 

Les Hearne   654178 

Ron Jones    777611     (Vice- Chairman ) 

Erica Morgan   680277     (Chairman) 

Tim Kirk   653332  

David Lloyd MBE  661315  

John Thorpe     07882167361 

Rev. Mark Turner  718315  

Miles Ambridge      661915 

  

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS  

 

The Clerk:  Penny OôHagan 
 

Telephone: 682683 
Address: 3 Lady Ida 

  Kinnerley 

  Oswestry 

  SY 10 8DN 

Email: parishclerksg@tiscali.co.uk 

www. selattyn.gobowenpc.org.uk 

 

Leisure Attendant  Nigel Thomas 

(playing field and pavilion bookings) 

Telephone: 07906 468460 

 

Cemetery Manager   John Ward 
Telephone 772178 

 

USEFUL CONTACT INFORMATION  
Doctors 

Plas Ffynnon Medical Centre, Middleton Road, Oswestry - Appointments & Enquiries - 655844, Repeat Prescriptions - 655538 

Cae Glas Surgery, 34 Church Street, Oswestry - 652929/654349 

Willow Street Medical Centre, 81-83 Willow Street, Oswestry - 653143/679130 

Caxton Surgery, Oswald Road, Oswestry  

Emergencies & General Enquiries, 654646 Appointments 653600, Dispensary 659250, Repeat Prescriptions, 658519 

St. Martins, Overton Road, Oswestry -773334 

Chirk Surgery—Castle Road Chirk - 772434 

Hospitals 

Chirk Community Hospital, John Street, Chirk -772430 

Robert Jones & Agnes Hunt Orthopaedic Hospital, Gobowen - 404000 

Wrexham Maelor Hospital -01978 291100 

Royal Shrewsbury Hospital, Mytton Oak Road, Shrewsbury - 01743 261000 

 

Schools, Playgroup and College 

Gobowen Primary Head Teacher: Mr. S. Conroy   661343 

Selattyn School Head Teacher  Ms C. Heskins   659744 

Rhyn Park Comprehensive Head Teacher: Mr. R Hedge  776500 

Marches School Head Teacher: Mrs. S. Longville  664400 

Gobowen Allrounders  Mrs. L. Simpson   653147 

Walford & North Shropshire College, Oswestry   688000 

 

Churches 

All Saints, 661266, Gobowen Methodist, 773403, Our Lady Help (RC) 652248, Preeshenlle URC 658016,  

St Mary‘s Selattyn 661226 

 

Arriva Midlands North – Oswestry Depot 0871 2002233 

Owens Coaches 652126 

National Rail Enquiries for long distance travel (local call charge)08457 484950 

Gobowen Station  681010, Community Rail Officer 772784 

Citizens Advice Bureau Advice Line  08444 991100 

Gobowen Library , 653388 Mon, Fri: 2-5pm, Tues: 10-1pm, 2-5pm, 5.30-7pm, Thurs: 10am-1pm, 2-5pm, Sat: 10am-1pm  

Oswestry Leisure Centre, College Road 659349 

Dial-a-Ride: 671571 Helpmates: 656882 Shopmobility: 656882     Volunteer Bureau:  670021 

   


