PARISH COUNCIL REPORT – 24 MAY 2011
Welcome and introductions to councillors 


Richard Pugh, Kath Morgan, Steve Jones, Bill Clyne, Bill Forrest, Linda Taylor, Ray Blyth, Debbie Judson 
Caroline Higgins – Parish Clerk
Since the last meeting 2 new councillors have been co-opted onto the council, Debbie Judson replacing Di Barber and Ray Blyth, Margaret Blackmore.   
As some of you may be aware in April this year Eric Jones retired after 33 years as Parish Clerk and a small presentation was held after the PC meeting in March with a number of former councillors and members of the public attending.  Our new clerk is Caroline Higgins and we look forward to a long working relationship with her.
It has been another busy year.  The PC has taken an active interest in the Local Development Framework and SamDev (site allocations and management of development) consultation relating to development in Shropshire for the next 16 years.   The council were invited to complete a questionnaire expressing our wishes for the future of the village and in relation to housing and development requested that Ford be considered ‘open countryside’ with no major new development.   At the request of Shropshire Council we have just reinforced the PC view.
To enable members of the parish to also have an opportunity to influence any future planning and development in the village the Council hosted a community testing event in Ford Parish Hall at 6pm on July 29th.  25 members of the community attended the event where they were asked a series of questions relating to the village including employment, housing, services etc. and what they would like to see happen in the future.   The event was considered to be a great success and reinforced the parish council’s view in relation to further development.  I have displayed the results for you to look at if you wish.
Following on from the Community Testing Event the PC decided that it would be appropriate for the current Parish Plan, developed in 2003, to be revisited.   Steve Jones volunteered to head up a steering group and a public meeting was held on 15 February to determine community interest in joining the group.   This is now progressing very well and a questionnaire will be going out to all parishioners later in the year with the results helping to formulate the new parish plan.
At the same public meeting Emergency Planning for the village and the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in 2012 were also discussed.   Emergency Planning is considered to be of great value in safeguarding the community in the event that an ‘emergency’ such as fire or flood should occur so the PC is keen to develop a plan for this.  However, more volunteers are needed for the Emergency Planning steering group so please let us know if you would like to help with this.

Last year Ford PC signed up to the Shropshire Charter which was a commitment by both parties to work together and improve information, communication, consultation and engagement.   Earlier this year Shropshire Council decided that with the Localism Bill coming in the Charter would need to be revisited/rewritten.  Volunteers from local councils have been invited to participate in a steering group to formulate a new charter.  It is expected that the new charter will be available at the end of the year.
The PC has been in consultation and negotiations with EON to replace our current street lamps to more energy efficient lamps which produce less carbon output.   This is being done on a 25 year lease and will result in greater efficiency and a saving of around £500 a year.   The installation work should be commencing very soon.  (20 lamps will be changed to 35w LED.)
Negotiation with EON Networks has also taken place in relation to the expiry of the lease of the land for the substation also expired and a new lease has been approved.  The council is also in consultation with the Hereford Diocese with regard to gaining ownership of the land between Butt Lane and the Village Hall Car Park.
Concerns have been received from residents about anti-social behaviour, the condition of West View frontage obstructing access on the pavement and the state of some properties in the Leasowes.  These are being dealt with through Roger Evans, Shropshire Councillor and Severnside Housing.

There have also been a couple of serious incidences of vandalism/anti-social behaviour by youth and PC Clive Barrett called a Public Meeting on 10 November 2010 to discuss this in detail.  There was a very good turn-out to the meeting where parishioners were able to express their views.   PC Barrett reinforced the need for incidents, however small, to be reported at the time they occurred.   

Ford Young Persons Group is supported by the Parish Council and continues to flourish thanks to Steve Jones, Bill Clyne and other helpers.  The youth shelter project is now completed.  The PC agreed to appoint a Youth Worker, initially, on a temporary basis but this has proved to be very successful so we have now committed to funding this position subject to regular review.   The Young Persons Group has been successful in obtaining a grant from Shropshire Council for £600 to fund the youth worker and a further £600 for equipment.  We will be hearing a report from the Youth Worker, Helena Williams later on.
Local Joint Committee - Ford is a member of the Longden, Minsterley, Ford and Rea Valley Committee with Bill Clyne sitting as our representative.     The LJC’s have a budget that can be distributed to the areas in the division and Ford has benefitted in 2010/11 from grants of 
£854 for Ford Youth Club - Purchase of new equipment    
£1,347 for improvements to toilet facilities in Ford Parish Hall 
Shropshire Councillor Roger Evans is Chair of the LJC and will give a more detailed report later on.
During the year the council considered 11 planning applications of which there were 2 objections by the PC and both were subsequently refused by the planners.  One was in respect of Burnell House, for which a public meeting was called, and the other in relation to an application for the siting of commercial advertising boards near to Cross Gates.   
For a number of years parking considerations outside Ford School have been a safety concern of the council.   Shropshire Council presented proposals for revised parking restrictions in 2009 and public consultation on these is imminent (26/5/11 to 16/6/11). Letters will be sent out to all properties directly fronting the affected areas and to the school; the proposals will also be advertised in the Chronicle.    Comments received as part of the public consultation will be considered by Shropshire Council prior to any proposed changes take place. 
Pylons – there has been a lot of publicity and concern raised about the pylon proposal and the PC at their last meeting on 10 May decided to support Great Ness and Little Ness in the submission of a joint letter of objection to the pylons proposal.    The Council is also preparing a separate formal response to the consultation.
Dog fouling in the village has led to numerous complaints and appears to be getting worse. This is a very difficult problem to resolve; the PC has placed 2 dog waste bins in the village and although we have discussed providing more, it is felt that this will not make a difference.   This is a matter of some concern, so we would urge everyone to report dog owners who do not act responsibly when their dogs foul pavements, verges etc.  The dog warden informs us they have the power to issue on the spot fines to offenders.
Before closing, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the council members for their continued support and commitment to the Parish, also the Parish Clerk and Councillor Roger Evans of Shropshire Council who regularly attends the Parish meetings and keeps us up to date with Council ‘news’.   I would also like to thank PC Colin Barrett and Community Support Officer, Keith Hadfield who are often not recognised for the good work they do.    
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