Ford Parish Council – Press Release 
May 2011
Appointment of New Clerk

After 32 years of dedicated service Eric Jones retired from the post of Parish Council Clerk on 5th April 2011.  At his final meeting in March the Council thanked him and wished him a long and happy retirement.  He has been replaced as Clerk by me, Caroline Higgins.   I have 3 ½ years experience as Clerk to Great Hanwood Parish Council, for which I continue to work.  I can be contacted by telephoning 01743 352443 or emailing carolinejhiggins@aol.com.   I would like to add my thanks to Eric for making the handover process as smooth as possible and hope that he will keep in touch with the Council for a long time to come.

Parking Consultation – Butt Lane

Shropshire Council has recently launched a consultation on parking restrictions outside Trinity School.  Copies of the proposals are available from the Clerk and will be delivered to properties affected by the restrictions.  The Parish Council supports the proposals and the public are invited to submit their comments until 16th June ’11 by telephoning 0345 678 9006 or by email to traffic.engineering@shropshire.gov.uk.
Church Discussions

The Parish Council is continuing to negotiate with the Diocese to enable the War Memorial to be carefully cleaned.  We are also working together in relation to the transfer of a piece of land at the entrance to the Village Hall presently owned by the Church.

Replacement of Street Lamps

The replacement of the 20 street lights owned by the Parish Council is imminent.  It is hoped that the work will commence during May and will result in new lanterns with much lower maintenance and energy requirements which give a whiter light.  Care will be taken to ensure these are directed downwards to prevent unnecessary light pollution.

Ford Young Persons Group

The youth group continues to thrive under the leadership of a dedicated Youth Worker, funded with the help of a Shropshire Council grant and the support of the Parish Council.  A variety of activities have been organised on Thursday evenings and the group has helped to encourage young people to take a wider role in the community, including helping to replant the flower boxes at the Village Hall.  New members are always welcomed.
Parish Plan- ‘Fording Ahead’

Following a public meeting in March a Steering Group has been formed produce a questionnaire for distribution to the community.  The results will be used to identify the priorities of residents and will significantly shape the new Parish Plan.  The first meeting of the Steering Group will be arranged for September.
Following the Public Meeting the Parish Council also decided to prepare an Emergency Plan to ensure the community is well prepared in the event of extreme weather conditions, flooding or pandemic flu.  The Council would welcome volunteers to become involved with this project and anybody who might be interested should contact the Clerk for further information.

Due to a general lack of ideas it was decided not to proceed with a local celebration of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in 2012.

Planning Consultation

Following a request from Shropshire Council the Parish Council has confirmed its view that Ford Parish should be classified as Open Countryside for planning purposes.  This means that no new housing developments would be permitted, other than barn conversions and affordable housing on Rural Exception Sites.  There would be no development boundary and no infilling will be permitted.  The Parish Council has emphasised the importance of maintaining the character of the Conservation Area in Ford Village.
Two recent planning applications have been considered by the Council, neither of which were objected to; The first was to install solar panels at Cross Gates Farm, the second was a retrospective planning application for renovation works to the Grade II listed building The Cross Gates PH.  The Council has received the drawings for a third planning application, to build a single storey extension at 1 Manor Crest, Ford.  The plans may be viewed and comments submitted electronically by 15th June ’11 on the Shropshire Council Public Access Planning Portal http://planningpa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/  .  Alternatively, the paper plans can be inspected on application to the Clerk.

The Council is continuing to press for a decision on the future of the empty property Greenbanks, which is in a poor state of repair.  Shropshire Council is assisting with negotiations with the property owners.
Annual Parish Meeting – 24th May 2011 

The Annual Parish Meeting received reports from the Parish Council, Shropshire Council, Trinity School, the Local Police Team, the Neighbourhood Watch Committee and the Local Joint Committee.

PC Colin Barrett reported that crime had remained low throughout the year, with efforts to tackle anti-social behaviour showing some positive results.  He stressed the need for vigilance against a recent trend of scrap metal thefts and thefts of farm machinery.  He also warned of a localised spate of shed break-ins and encouraged any resident with information to pass it to the police.

The Neighbourhood Watch Committee agreed to try to obtain a number of SmartWater pens and to arrange a meeting at which residents could mark their property.

Shropshire Councillor Roger Evans reported on the activities of the Unitary Council, which is endeavouring to provide services with reduced central government funding.  The mobile library visiting Ford is now operating a revised timetable.  The details are posted on the Village Hall notice-boards.
The Local Joint Committee budget has been reduced to £13,000 per annum, but due to a carry-over of funds it has £21,000 to spend before March 2012.  It will not be permitted to carry over any surplus to the following year so it is important that any group seeking an LJC grant submits its application in good time.  The next meeting will be held at Longden Village Hall on 29th June 2011.  Everybody is welcome to attend.  Items for the agenda should be submitted to the Community Action Officer, Rachel Johnson who has recently replaced Mathew Mead in this role.
Dog Fouling and Speeding
Concerns were once again expressed about irresponsible dog owners allowing their pets to foul the footpaths.  The police have powers to issue spot fines to offenders and residents are encouraged to report incidents that they witness.  Similarly, residents are urged to record incidents of excessive speed on the A458 and report them to the police.  Although this is unlikely to result in a prosecution it may lead to a visit from a police officer to remind the driver of the legal speed.  It was agreed at the Annual Parish Meeting to ask the police to undertake high visibility speed checks to discourage speeding through the village.
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on 19th July 2011 at Ford Village Hall.  All residents are encouraged to come along.
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