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     Ford Parish Council

Chairman: Mrs Michele Wells,-6 Quail Ridge,-Ford. SY5 9LF.                                                                              Tel 01743 851402                                                                                                         Michele2@tinyworld.co.uk                                                                                                                                 Clerk:  Caroline Higgins, Holmsdale, Station Road, Meole Brace, Shrewsbury, SY3 9HD       
Tel 01743 352443         Email     carolinejhiggins@aol.com
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 10TH MAY 2011

10-05-11-1
ELECTION OF OFFICERS                                                                                                                                  
i) Election of Chairman - Mrs Michele Wells opened the meeting and having indicated her willingness to continue in the Chair, was nominated as Chairman for the year to May 2012 by Cllr W Clyne.  Cllr R Blythe seconded the motion and Mrs Wells was elected unopposed.  Mrs Wells duly signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

ii) Election of Vice-Chairman – The incumbent having indicated his willingness to continue, Cllr R Pugh was nominated as Vice-chairman for the year to May 2012.  Cllr W Forrest seconded the motion and Cllr Pugh was elected unopposed.
iii) Election of Representative to the Local Joint Committee – Cllr W Clyne, having indicated his willingness to continue was nominated by Cllr S Jones.  He was seconded by Cllr Pugh and elected unopposed.

10-05-11-2
DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL/PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS
None
10-05-11-3
THOSE PRESENT
Councillor Mrs. M Wells,   
Chairman                                        




Councillor Mr. R Pugh 

Vice Chairman                                                                            Councillors         Mrs. K Morgan, Mr. W Clyne, Mr. W Forrest, Mr. S Jones, Miss D Judson                     
The Clerk Mrs Caroline Higgins
An apology for absence was received from Councillor Mr R Blyth who had arranged a holiday before the meeting date was changed.  
Proposed by Mr. Jones, seconded by Mr Clyne and carried unanimously; That Mr Blyth’s apology is accepted.

10-05-11-4 TO HEAR A REPORT FROM SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR ROGER EVANS                                                                                                                         
Cllr Evans detailed the investigations of the Planning Enforcement Team into the concerns about development at Burnell House, Chavel.  A report has been circulated by Mr Stuart Thomas indicating no enforcement action is appropriate at present but if the agricultural access is used to gain access to the house or drive the officer would be interested to learn of dates and times.

SAM.Dev2 Consultation – Officers are checking with Parish Councils to ensure accuracy before publishing a final draft in autumn 2011.  Cllr W Clyne queried the content of SAM.Dev2.  Cllr Evans stated SAM.Dev1 contained a list of possible sites for development, whilst SAM.Dev2 would contain a list of sites which in the opinion of the Planning Dept were suitable for development.  Where a Parish Council has rejected a development site it may or may not be included, dependent on the supply of suitable land.

Metis Approach – Cllr Evans reported that planners are encouraging developers to speak to Local Councils in advance of submission of applications as the Planning Dept will in future charge the developer for pre-planning talks.  Whilst the Local Council should avoid pre-determination, it may give a strong indication of the Councils views, to avoid the costs of unwelcome planning applications.

Pylons Consultation – Cllr Evans reported he had attended the public meeting at Wattlesborough, which had been well attended.  One proposed route passes close to Ford’s western boundary.  He considered the consultation document to be weighted in favour of National Grid as no options are given to reject all of the proposed routes.  He suggested only the box asking for Any Other Comments be completed.
The Leasowes – He reported that Severnside no longer employed the housing officer who had suggested a resident walk the estate with him.  Marie McMichael, is the new contact.  He will follow up on the resident’s concerns.

Parking outside Ford School – The Consultation has been approved by SC Highways and will be consulted on during the next three weeks following the issue of the required legal notices.

Greenbanks – Cllr Evans reported that the owner was planning to take action but no meeting had yet been arranged.  The Conservation team is involved and will take action if the owner fails to progress his plans.  Cllr W Clyne stressed the need for continuing pressure.

Construction Infrastructure Levy Consultation – Nearing completion, for implementation in October 2011.  The CIL would yield £80.00/m2 in rural areas (other than from affordable housing, to which S106 agreements would still apply).  Cllr Evans to supply a copy of the briefing note for clarification of details.
Parish Charter – This was suspended on 1st April 2011.  IT support had been restored pending the approval of a new simpler Charter, due for issue in September 2011.

Local Transport Plan Consultation – Ongoing.  Cllr Evans confirmed that the new mobile library routes were in operation, with a single stop in Ford on the Parish Hall car park.  He asked for feedback on the suitability of the location as this could be changed if appropriate.
10-05-11-5
POLICE REPORT
                   
None had been received.  The Police report will be included on the agenda for the Annual Parish Meeting.
 10-05-11-6
PUBLIC COMMENTS

None were made.

10-05-11-7
FINANCIAL MATTERS

a) To approve the Parish Council Accounts for year ending 31st March 2011 – The Clerk presented the accounts, which had been circulated to members in advance of the meeting.
i)
Internal Auditor Report & Confirmation of Independence (Section 4 of the Annual Return) – the Clerk confirmed that Mr Brendan Critchlow had audited the accounts and had confirmed his independence in writing.  The Clerk reported his findings, notably the requirement for the Council to be registered for PAYE and NI, which has since been actioned.
The Clerk recommended that the internal auditor be appointed at this meeting for the whole of the year ahead and for the scope of the audit to be formally defined by the Council.

The Clerk also recommended that the Council appoint 2 members to carry out periodic checks on the finances and actions of the clerk to demonstrate compliance with audit regulation 6 (requiring the Council to maintain an adequate and effective system of internal audit).  In view of the appointment of a new Clerk this should be more robust than may have been required whilst the previous Clerk was in post.

It was proposed by Cllr W Clyne that the Chairman and Vice-chairman be appointed Internal Controllers.  This was seconded by Cllr Miss Judson and was resolved unanimously.

ii)
Statement of Accounts (Section 1 of the Annual Return) – A copy of the Statement of Accounts having been circulated to all members, the Clerk invited comments or questions.  None were raised and Cllr S Jones proposed that the Statement of Accounts be approved.  The Vice-chairman seconded the motion and it was carried unanimously.
Resolved; to accept the Statement of Accounts as accurate and to authorise the Chairman to sign them.

iii)
Annual Governance Statement (Section 2 of the Annual Return) – The Council resolved to make positive responses to each of the statements and authorised the Chairman to sign Section 2 on behalf of the Council. Proposed Cllr W Clyne, seconded Cllr R Pugh, agreed unanimously.

The Council authorised the Clerk to produce a draft risk assessment for consideration by the Council.

b) Insurance Renewal Quotations – The Clerk presented two quotations for consideration.  It was proposed by Cllr R Pugh that the quotation of £874.11 from Came & Company be accepted for one year.  This was seconded by Cllr W Clyne and resolved unanimously. Resolved.
c) Banking Mandate – It was resolved that the bank mandate be revised to remove the previous Clerk and add the new Clerk to the account. Proposed Cllr R Pugh, seconded Cllr W Clyne, carried unanimously.
d) Standing Order Mandate – The authorization of a Standing Order for payment of the Clerk was accepted in principle.  The mandate could not be set up immediately as the Clerk had not yet received a tax code.  The signing of the mandate was therefore deferred until the next meeting. Proposed Cllr M Wells, seconded Cllr R Pugh, resolved unanimously.
e) Rationalisation of Parish Council Bank Accounts – It was resolved to move all funds to the current account and to leave the deposit account dormant until such time as interest rates recover.  The deposit account will not be closed.

f)  Village Hall Committee Quarterly Payment – After consideration of the services provided by the Village Hall caretaker it was resolved to increase the quarterly payment to £200.00.  This was proposed by Cllr W Clyne, seconded by Cllr W Forrest and carried unanimously.
g) Confirmation of payments with necessary approval
The Clerk presented invoices for payment, as listed on the agenda.  Payments i to vi were proposed as per the agenda.  
The payment for the Clerk was temporarily withdrawn pending receipt of a tax code but her expenses of £100.00 to cover the provision of a computer and telephone/internet services for the year was proposed and agreed.  The mileage rate was confirmed as being that published by NALC from time to time and presently 60.1p / mile.  

A cheque was raised for The Broker Network to cover the reduced insurance premium shown in minute 10-05-11-7 b).  
The payments above were proposed by Cllr R Pugh and seconded by Cllr W Clyne.  They were resolved unanimously.

10-05-11-8
TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF TH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 


15TH MARCH 2011


Cllr R Pugh proposed that the full minutes prepared by the previous Clerk be accepted as the true record of the meeting, but that an edited version, excluding confidential staffing details be displayed on the website.  This was seconded by Cllr W Clyne and resolved unanimously.

10-05-11-9
TO CONSIDER MATTERS ARISING, NOT DEALT WITH ELSEWHERE ON 


THE AGENDA

There were none.

10-05-11-10
PLANNING MATTERS

a) Planning Applications

11/01321/FUL
Cross Gates Farm, Ford – Installation of roof mounted photo-voltaic panels – The Council received no comments and made no objections
11/01210/LBC
Cross Gates Public House – Retrospective planning application for renovations to a grade II listed building – The Council had received no comments and made no objections.  The renovations were generally agreed to be of a good standard.

b) Planning Decisions

11/00455/FUL
Land at Chavel, forming part of Dinthill Farm, Ford – Permission granted for erection of calving and calf rearing building with associated access.

c) Parish Plan
Cllr S Jones reported that a leaflet had been prepared for distribution to all residents.  A steering group of 14 residents aimed to produce a draft Parish Plan by November 2011.  2 meeting dates were proposed, one of which coincided with the Annual Parish Meeting.  It was resolved to move the start time of the Steering Group meeting to 6:00pm and the APM start time to 7:30pm.  

Cllr Jones is drafting a questionnaire for discussion, based on a set of useful questions used by other Parish Plan groups.  Cllr W Clyne offered to supply an electronic copy of the original parish plan, which can be circulated with the draft questionnaire. The target for circulation of the questionnaire is September 2011.  The Community Council will process the results using the SNAP program to produce data and charts.
d) Emergency Planning 
Mrs Linda Taylor being absent, this item was deferred to the next meeting.

e) SAM.Dev2 Consultation 
The Council reviewed the notes provided by Shropshire Council and resolved that Ford Parish Council does not wish or have a need for any large scale development.  The Council acknowledged that designation as Open Countryside would negate the need for a development boundary and would preclude infilling developments.  Only conversions would be permitted within the whole of the parish.

f) Approach from Metis

In view of the localism agenda, informal discussions are encouraged by Shropshire Council to facilitate a general exchange of views.  The Chairman proposed that a cohort of Council members meet with Metis to hear their proposals and to set out the general position of the Council with regard to future developments.  This was resolved unanimously and Cllrs W Clyne, S Jones, R Pugh, M Wells and R Evans agreed to meet informally with the developer.
10-05-11-11
NATIONAL GRID PYLONS CONSULTATION

The Clerk informed the Council of a public meeting to be held on 20th May 2011 at Worthen Parish Hall.  The Council expressed concerns about loss of amenity and health concerns in the vicinity of pylons.  Cllr W Clyne proposed that Ford PC write a letter of objection in response to the consultation and insisting that any connection be routed underground.  He further proposed that Ford PC sign the joint letter of objection proposed by Great Ness and Little Ness Parish Council.  This was seconded by Cllr R Pugh and resolved unanimously. 

10-05-11-12
LOCAL JOINT COMMITTEE 

No report

10-05-11-13
THE LEASOWES

The Council agreed to await the outcome of Cllr Evans interventions and to review the situation at the next meeting.

10-05-11-14
LAND FORMING ENTRANCE TO FORD VILLAGE HALL

The Clerk reported no progress
10-05-11-15
STREET LAMP DEVELOPMENT


The Clerk reported that works would start in 3 – 4 weeks when a supply of 35W lamps was expected to be available.

Cllr R Pugh proposed that the use of 35W lamps be approved retrospectively.  This was seconded by Cllr W Clyne and resolved unanimously.

10-05-11-16
WEST VIEW FRONTAGE ON TO BUTT LANE 

The Council agreed to await the outcome of Cllr Evans interventions and to review the situation at the next meeting.

10-05-11-17
FORD YOUNG PERSONS GROUP

Cllr W Clyne reported that the Youth Group were planning to replant the flower boxes outside the Village Hall, using plants supplied by Mrs Mullinder and funded by FPC.

He reported that due to the promotion of the original youth worker she had been replaced by Helena Williams.  It was resolved to invite Helena to give a report to the APM.
The Youth Group numbers have dropped slightly to about 12.

10-05-11-18
PARKING OUTSIDE FORD SCHOOL

See report from Shropshire Councillor, Roger Evans

10-05-11-19
NEW LEASE RELATING TO THE SUBSTATION ON FORD VILLAGE HALL 


CAR PARK

Not yet received.

10-05-11-20
FORD RECREATION GROUND

The Clerk reported that the annual inspection had been arranged with RoSPA as agreed at the last meeting but recommended the Council consider using an alternative independent inspector next year, which might prove less expensive.

10-05-11-21
WAR MEMORIAL

The Clerk was authorised to write and confirm the Parish Council wished to clean the war memorial in accordance with advice from the War Memorials Commission.  Cllr Mrs Judson suggested the Council investigates whether grants were available.

10-05-11-22
GREENBANKS

See report from SC Roger Evans

10-05-11-23
HEALTH AND SAFETY

The Council discussed the merits of preparing a health and safety statement and it was proposed by Cllr R Pugh that the Chairman and Clerk work together to produce a suitable draft for consideration by the full Council.  This was seconded by Cllr Judson and carried unanimously.
10-05-11-24
CORRESPONDENCE

a) Matters for Information
i) Lloyds TSB – Notification that the cheque guarantee card scheme in the UK is closing on 30th June 2011. Noted.
ii) Shropshire Council – Sustainability, Energy and Carbon Reduction Advice - Copies of these documents will be kept by the Clerk and made available on request

iii) RoSPA – Acknowledgement of order for Annual Inspection of Ford Recreation Ground, which will be carried out in June 2011. Noted.
iv) Glasdon – Noted
v) UK Referendum – 5th May 2011 – Notice displayed as requested
vi) Society of Local Council Clerks – Noted
vii) Shropshire Council – Filed
b) Matters for action, consideration or consultation
viii) Mazars – Notice of Audit of Accounts – Approved
ix) Shropshire Council – Planning Application 11/01321/FUL – See minute 10-05-11-10 a)
x) Insurance Renewal Invitation –See minute 10-05-11-7 b)
xi) Shropshire Council – Invitation to assist in development of new Charter. Noted
xii) Central Networks – Notice of expiry of Unmetered Supplies Inventory – The Clerk has notified Central Networks of the imminent upgrading of Parish lighting.
xiii) Shropshire Council – Invitation to Localism Event – Cllr R Blyth had expressed an interest in attending and the Council approved expenditure of up to £20.00 as a delegate fee if required; Proposed by Cllr M Wells, seconded Cllr W Clyne and resolved unanimously.
xiv) Apology for absence from R Blythe – Accepted
xv) E.ON Energy Services – Expiry of Street Lighting Maintenance Contract – Not renewed as maintenance agreement forms a part of the new lease for street lamps.
xvi) Mr D Bufton – Correspondence by email relating to Burnell House – Mr Bufton has been advised of the contents of the Planning Enforcement Officer’s report and will be advised of any further developments relating to the planning application for Burnell House.
xvii) Mrs L Price – Correspondence by email See report by Cllr Evans in minute 10-05-11-4 ‘The Leasowes.’
xviii) Local Transport Plan Consultation – Cllr W Forrest to attend
10-05-11-25
SUPPLEMENTARY BUSINESS

a) The Chairman proposed that an extra-ordinary meeting be called to enable the Council to create a Freeman of the Parish.  The item will be added to the next agenda with a view to agreeing a suitable date.
b) Change to Model Standing Order No 32 – The Clerk suggested that the Council adopt the recommended amendment to the NALC Model Standing Order to ensure that due notice and consideration is given before making permanent amendments to its standing orders, and suggested the written notice of 4 Councillors be required for consistency with the rest of the adopted standing orders.  The motion was proposed by the Chairman and seconded by Cllr W Clyne and resolved unanimously.
10-05-11-26
CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS

The Council moved to exclude the Public and the Press and discussed confidential matters relating to the Clerk’s remuneration.  The Confidential minutes are recorded elsewhere for the Councils records.

10-05-11-27 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The Annual Parish Meeting was moved to the new start time of 7:30pm on 24th May 2011. 

The next meeting of the full Council will be held on Tuesday 19th July 2011 at 7:30pm
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 22:10pm having thanked everyone for their attendance.
10-05-11-26
CONFIDENTIAL MINUTE
The Council moved to exclude the Public and the Press and discussed the following confidential matters relating to the Clerk’s remuneration:

a) Remuneration for Clerk’s home computer, telephone and internet connection – The Council resolved to make a one-off annual payment of £100.00 for the provision by the Clerk of a computer and internet connection for use in Council business, and for a telephone connection, to include calls to landlines at normal rates.  Calls to mobile telephones and premium cost lines will be recharged at cost.
b) Registration of Council for PAYE – The Clerk reported that the Council was now registered for PAYE but that the process would take several weeks to complete.  The Council would be required to make deductions for Basic Rate tax and National Insurance until such time as a P6 Tax Coding Notice is received.  After this it will be possible to set up a standing order for payment of the Clerk’s monthly salary.
c) Agreement of outstanding terms and conditions of employment – The Council agreed to pay the Clerk the mileage rate recommended by NALC from time to time and amounting to 60.1p per mile at the commencement of her employment.  Other expenses to be supported with a receipt and reimbursed bi-monthly by cheque.
The Council confirmed it would issue the Clerk with a Contract of Employment within 3 months of taking up her position, which would be based on the NALC Model Contract of Employment.
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