     Ford Parish Council

Chairman: Mrs Michele Wells,-6 Quail Ridge,-Ford. SY5 9LF.                                                                              Tel 01743 851402                                                                                                         Michele2@tinyworld.co.uk                                                                                                                                 Clerk: Eric T Jones, 7 Kingston Drive, SY2 6SD, Tel: 247985                      et_jones@btinternet.com
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD  ON MARCH 15TH.2011

15-03-11-1                                                                                                                                             THOSE PRESENT
Councillor Mrs. M Wells,

Chairman                                                  


Councillor Mr. R Pugh

Vice Chairman,                                                                             Councillors                     Mrs. L Taylor, Mrs. K Morgan, Mr. W Clyne, Mr. W Forrest,                                        


Mr. S Jones.  Mr. R Blyth.

The Clerk Mr. Eric T Jones

An apology for absence was received from Councillor Miss. D Judson.

Proposed by Mr. Clyne seconded by Mrs. Morgan and carried unanimously -:That Miss Judson’s apology is accepted.

15-03-11-2                                                                                                                            DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL/PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS

There were none.

15-03-11-3                                                                                                                                                             TO HEAR A REPORT FROM SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR ROGER EVANS                       Unfortunately Mr. Evans had apologized for his absence because of Shropshire Council Commitments.

15-03-11-4
                                                                                                                                                                   TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF A MEETING ON 18-01-11 AND AN EXTRA ORDINARY  MEETING ON 26-02-11                                                                                                                                             Both sets of minutes having been circulated to all members were accepted as having been read . The two sets of minutes were approved and signed by The Chairman upon a proposal by Mr. R.  Pugh, seconded by Mr. S Jones and carried unanimously.

15-03-11-5
                                                                                                                                                        TO CONSIDER MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES AS DETAILED ON THE AGENDA

5.1
The Retirement of the present Clerk and the appointment of a new Clerk.                                     As agreed (See minute 26-02-11-3) Mrs. Wells (Chairman) has agreed basic terms of employment with Mrs. Higgins                                                                                                              *Confidential employment details have been edited from the published minute, but are recorded for the Council’s records                                                                                                                                                         Mrs. Higgins will commence duties on April 6th. 2011.                                                                          At this point new guidance from HMRC on PAYE and NHIC’s were noted.

Although the present clerk will not retire until April 5th. This meeting will be the final one for him.                                                                                                                                                                           The Council approved the following suggestions from \the Clerk in order to ensure a smooth transition.                                                                                                                                                                         The Clerk will complete the minutes of this meeting and will also complete all actions required until April 5th. In addition he will produce the end of Year Income and Expenditure accounts and the VAT return. Mr. Jones assured The Council he would do everything possible to assist Mrs. Higgins up to retirement and afterwards when necessary.

Noted. Mr. Jones has served The Council for 32.5 years and has attended every meeting both regular and extraordinary during that period.

5.2 
Local Development Frame work.  Information by email from Mr. Roger Evans _: The Local Development Plan has now been adopted. It will come into force on April 1st.  but will be used in conjunction with existing in the meantime.                                                                                          
Changes also involving extra responsibilities for The Chairman of Planning Committee in deciding whether or not applications can be decided by Officers or have to go to Committee.       If a Parish Council objects to an application it will not automatically go to Committee.

In future paper copies of applications will only be provided upon request and there will be a charge.
5.3
Public meeting
Mr. S Jones reported upon a public meeting held in Ford recently. The meeting was not well attended, nevertheless twelve persons signed up to a steering committee with a view to creating a second parish plan. Mr. Jones already has samples of questions and will create a questionnaire for distribution.

The meeting also discussed Neighbourhood Watch. Serious thefts of Diesel Oil, scrap metal and robberies from outbuildings in The Parish were reported.

HM Queen Elizabeth’s diamond jubilee was also on the agenda but there were no definite conclusions                                                                                                                                      
Emergency Planning was another item considered                                                                          NOTED
Mrs. L Taylor will represent Ford parish Council at a Emergency planning brief arranged by Shropshire Council on April 11th. 

5.4
Local Joint Committee
Mr. W Clyne reported from the last meeting of the committee which was held in Ford Village Hall. The attendance was disappointing.  Fire Officers. Advised those in attendance  and  British Telecommunications gave a presentation on Rural Broadband

5.5
Negotiations with The Hereford Diocese. There have been no further developments

5.6
Street Lamp Development
Dan Hitchin of Eon Central Networks has today said that supplies of L E D lamps are proving difficult but he estimates that work will begin in 4 to 6 weeks. Eon Central Networks has issued a maintenance contract for the year 2011—2012. However Dan Hitchin says not to complete as the introduction of 20 new lamps under a leasing agreement will involve a new maintenance contract.

5.7 West View Frontage on to But Lane 
The situation here remains the same-No work has been done.  Agreed to ask Mr. Evans to continue pushing Severnside Housing on this matter

5.8 Ford Young Persons Group.  
Mr. Clyne said all was well. The Youth Club continued to function in a satisfactory way.

5.9 Parking outside Ford School
Mrs. Wells reported that public consultation would take place soon. A meeting of The Highways Agency/Shropshire Council liaison committee will take place on April 20th.2011. No doubt the matter will be discussed at that time.

5.10 New Lease relating to The substation on Ford Village Hall Car park. 
            The draft lease approved by The Chairman and Clerk has been returned to solicitors pointing out that the plan attached to the lease is not correct and showing how it should be (See Land Registry certificate) it appears this may have caused some difficulty regarding access to feed cables on land not owned by The Parish Council. (Owned by The Hereford diocese) However it is still hoped that the new lease will be finalized .before March 31st.2011.

5.11
Ford Recreation Ground 
No problems reported. -  Proposed by Mr. Clyne seconded by Mr. Pugh and carried unanimously –that The Clerk should arrange for the annual inspection of the ground.

5.12
War Memorial                                                                                                          Dear Eric 
 Further to my email last week re the possible works to the War Memorial at Ford.
 My understanding from a recent communication from the Diocese is that as the War Memorial stands in the Churchyard, then it definitely falls under the jurisdiction of the ecclesiastical authorities in terms of permission to be granted for any works to proceed.  (Neither myself nor Ford PCC are able to grant that permission directly ourselves)
 Therefore as I suggested last week, I do now require detailed proposals of the works that you are planning to undertake, and depending upon the type of those works intended, I will then be able to contact the relevant people to seek permission for those works to proceed (or not)
 I look forward to receiving your further information in due course
 Many Thanks   Revd. Val Tait                                                                                                                                                  
In response I have told Reverend Val that any work will only be of a cleaning nature but I will confirm after this meeting.  Proposed by Mr. Clyne seconded by Mr. Forrest and carried unanimously that this item be deferred until the next meeting.

5.13 Mrs. Sermon/Mrs. Boffey  There was no discussion on this matter

5.14Potholes at the entrance to Village Hall Car park Mr. Blyth has dealt with this and has submitted his account for materials only. Mr. Blyth was warmly thanked.

5.15 Dog Fouling There have been no complaints since the previous meeting. However members reported that dog owners were still flouting the law by not clearing up mess left by their dogs

5.16 High Fence at Orchard House It has been established that the one meter height rule does not apply here because the fence is well away from the highway. 

5.17 Greenbanks  Julia Preston who has responsibility for empty properties in Shropshire has been in touch with the owner of Greenbanks.  She was advised of his intention to market the property soon. Ms Preston will continue to monitor the situation

15-03-11-6                                                                                                                   CORRESPONDENCE AS LISTED ON THE AGENDA 

6.1
Shropshire Council
CONSULTATION- Draft sustainable design supplementary planning                                                                          document (SPD) (Part 1) Draft developer contributions.                                                                                            Preliminary draft charging schedule for the community infrastructure levy.
Representations regarding the Draft developer contributions should be                                            made by \April 21st.
Representations regarding the community charge levy should have been made by Feb. 18th. Although this is a two stage consultation and further opportunities for representation will be afforded on the FINAL DRAFT up to April 21st.                                                                                                   All members were previously informed   
6.2
Shropshire Council                                                                                                                          Jan 17th. ICT support to Town & parish Councils 

Feb 9th. 2011 I C T Support for Parish & Town Councils. Arising from signing up to The  
Charter for Shropshire Councils 

6.3
Penny o Hagan Clerk to Selattyn and Gobowen PC                                                                    
re poor take up of meals on wheels 

6.4
Fast Track Maintenance Oswestry - Recreation ground and the like –maintenance.
6.5
ROSPA_Play Safety Limited (see minute15-03-11-5/11                                                                        
Invitation to have playing field inspected (June).
6.6
Komplan
Play ground funding support service.
6.7
Shropshire Council                                                                                                            
Information and advice about the holding of Street parties/fetes etc.

6.8  
The Journal of Local Planning is available by subscription of £50 annually.
The Journal is at the moment (it seems) primarily concerned with The Localism Bill

6.9

	
	Dear Colleague, 

 Notifications from Acas 
  
Default Retirement Age: Subject to Parliamentary approval, the law on the DRA will change on 6th April 2011. Thereafter the DRA will be phased out over a transitional period running until 30 September 2011.The last date on which an employee can be given notice of retirement under the DRA is 5 April 2011. In the future there will be no default retirement age (65) for employees. 




6.10
Vic Quayle Parish Clerk, writer, consultant and trainer
Hi

There are major changes taking place in the parish council sector at present and there will be more to come as the Localism Bill works its way through Parliament.                                                                                                                                       The law is changing, there are new codes of practice due, official guidance is being published, and there is more and more from official and authoritative bodies that affect your role in the local community.                                                                                                    However keeping up to date with all the changes can be a nightmare and smaller councils in particular do not always have the resources to carry out the research - and it must be done if you are to ensure the council is carrying out its functions properly.                                                                                                                                                                      To help you out I have started a blog - that’s a daily commentary on what’s new from Government and its agencies. Yes it is free – there is no financial commitment.

Take a look at: www.localcouncilinfo.com                                                                                                                                           There is still some development work to do on the blog, but the basics are there and I am continuing to work on it.                  Let me know what you think of it.                                                                                                                                                 Kind regards Vic Quayle Parish Clerk, writer, consultant and trainer

6.11 National Grid Concerning a new transmission connection to collect generated power from wind farms. Briefings will be held in The Shirehall on Monday March 14th. Most members have been so informed.  National grid will hold a “bus Exhibition on Ford V hall car park on Wed. March 30th. 2011
6.12
Acorns Children’s Hospice Vietnam to Cambodia Cycle Challenge
6.13 Clerks & Councils Direct 
Issue 74 arch 2011
 6.14 -Subject: state of the leasowes                                                                                                                     *A resident has expressed concerns about the appearance of the Leasowes in an email to the Chairman
The message below has been forwarded to Severnside (No reply at this time                                
 Dear Jenny Dodd                                                                                                                                             I would appreciate a note of your receipt of the message below along with an indication of what action you will take Yours sincerely Eric T Jones. Clerk-Ford Parish Council



It would seem that * (the resident) has been contacted by Mr. Campbell of Severnside Housing but there has been no contact with Ford PC

*The resident was subsequently contacted by the Housing Officer at Severnside.  The resident has suggested he undertake an inspection of the estate.                      
*The minutes have been edited at these points to protect the identity of the resident concerned                                                                                                                        
Agreed> this correspondence will be mentioned to Roger Evans 
6.15 Extract from the minutes of a meeting of The Highways Agency/Shropshire Council Liaison Committee in Sept last 
Street Cleansing                                                                                                                                     Mark Howorth at Shropshire Council has been contacted regarding street cleansing on A458, A5and A483.  Here it was mentioned that there was much litter on the A458, mainly trapped in the hedgerows.  The Clerk will advise Mr. Howorth                                                                                                                                           
6.16 LOCAL GOVERNMENT PAY: 2011/2012  
This employment briefing updates Employment Briefing E09-10.                                                                                                     The Employers Side of the Local Government Services National Joint Council has informed the trade unions that, for the second successive year, it will not be in a position to make any pay offer. This is in response to the unions’ 2011/12 claim for at least £250 on all salary points.  The Employers Side concluded that the protection of services, and consequent mitigation of job losses and redundancies, should take priority over any increase in pay.                                                                                        Changes to Green Book in 2012/201                                                                                                                                         Local authorities have been notified about proposals for next year’s negotiations as follows:
“The decision not to make a pay offer reflects the clear majority view expressed at the briefings but the Employers recognise that there is also significant support amongst councils for pursuing changes in the Green Book. We therefore intend to consult councils in the coming months on their priorities in this area with a view to proposing a package of changes as part of the 2012 pay negotiations.” 

 This briefing was issued by Martin Fine, Solicitor(  NALC 2011

6.17 National Playing Fields Association/Shropshire 

Roger Evans has forwarded info about >>To mark Her Majesty The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and the London Olympics in 2012, a national campaign has been launched to dedicate 2,012 recreational open spaces in England as Queen Elizabeth II Playing Fields. The campaign is managed by Fields in Trust, an independent charity that works to protect and improve playing fields, and is led by the charity’s patron, Prince William. Agreed- Mr. Evans will be informed that Ford Parish Council does not wish to partake
6.18
Eon central Networks   has provide an emergency kit as an example of what households should have so as to cope with Power failure/ Emergency. The kit was placed into Mrs. Taylors Custody

6.19 Shropshire Council Future ways of working together for our local communities

6.20 N A L C.  
Copy of The Good Councillor’s Guide
6.21. CAME & CO.
Parish Council Insurance News 

15-03-11-7                                                                                                                                                   HEALTH AND SAFETY Mrs. Wells who was to open discussion on this matter asked for it to be deferred until a future meeting.  Agreed

15-03-11-8                                                                                                                                                                                            PLANNING APPLICATIONS

11/00323/FUL Erection of a two storey side and rear extension at Orchard House, Chavel, Ford.
11/00396/VAR                                                                                                                                 



Variation of condition 2.(raise roof Height) attached to planning permission 09/0050/  dated  



March 10 2009.for the erection of a 2 bed bungalow and detached double garage following 



demolition of existing bungalow and single garage.                                                                                                                                


At Brooklyn Ford.
11/00455/FUL                                                                                                                           



Erection of calving and calf rearing building with associated accesses.                                                   


On Land at Chavel, forming part of Dinthill Farm, Ford. 

11/01116/TPO                                                                                                                            



To crown lift and remove overhanging branches of one willow tree 






protected by SABC (Bank Farm, Ford) TPO1988.                                                    




At 45 The Leasowes, Ford.

Additionally Shropshire Council has made a Tree preservation Order relating to a 




sycamore tree at the entrance to The Cross gates Hotel. Any comments about this 




TPO must be made in writing on the appropriate form by March 16th. (you were 





made aware of this on Feb 17th.

THERE WERE NO OBJECTIONS TO ANY OF THE ABOVE APPLICATIONS.

PLANNING APPROVAL

	Proposal:
	Variation of Condition No.2 (increase roof height) attached to Planning Permission Ref: 09/0050 dated 10/03/2009 for the erection of a two-bedroom bungalow and detached double garage following demolition of existing bungalow and single garage at Brooklyn , Ford.

	Status:
	Permission Granted


The following was the subject of some discussion

BURNELL HOUSE

----- Original Message ----- From: Michele Wells To: Roger.Evans@shropshire.gov.uk ; 'Eric Jones'   Sent: Wednesday, March 02, 2011 11:25 AM         Subject: Burnell House, Chavel                                                                                                                                        
*A resident has expressed ongoing concerns about recent works carried out by the landowner of this property, which may be in contravention of a recent planning decision. 
Roger, I have left a message on your mobile but if you don’t have an opportunity to ring then this is what I wanted to talk to you about.          Many thanks.  Michele                                                                                                       
Mrs. Wells continues to have dialogue with Roger Evans.

15-03-11-9 TO CONSIDER PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS DUE                                                                               Proposed by Mr. Pugh, seconded by Mr. Clyne and carried unanimously -:That the following payments be made                                                                                                          
15-03-11-10 Ford Village Hall for the services of caretaker



                                                       £187.50        This is the final quarterly payment for the year 2010-2011 and members may wish to Review the amount to be paid next year.
Sodexo Playing field maint. February  inc vat of 13.25

        £79.49
Eon. Street Light maint second half year charge inc vat of 71.52
         £429.11
As a result of 
the introduction of two new lamps in The Leasowes, we now have two accounts with Npower. The main account H4750001 and a new account dedicated to the two new lamps H4750002
To date no invoices relating to the new account  H4750002 have been paid and we are now in receipt of 4 invoices covering the period 01-01-10 to 31-12-10 

In total they amount to Inc. Vat of £4.17 




                         £27.82
Clifton Maintenance Services –Repair pothole in car park materials only
                   £20.00    Inc vat of £2.50

Mrs. Clyne – Materials and Photo copying Village News letter 3 Issues              £116.91
The Clerks half YEAR SALARY and expenses to finishing DATE (April 5th.) cannot be accurately seen at this time, as there is a further 3 weeks to go.

 However the figure is likely to be in the region of £ 2300. 
          I seek approval of 
                                                                             £2000.00 on account and I will submit the balance with full supporting details for consideration by the Parish Council at its' meeting in May 2011.

15-03-11-10     TO CONFIRM THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING                                                                           aGREED -:                                                                                                                                      the Annual Parish Council Meeting will be held on tuesday may 10th. 2011 at 7pm.                                                                           

The ANNUAL PARISH MEETING WILL BE HELD ON TUESDAY                                       MAY 24TH. AT 7PM 

15-03-11-11   supplementary business                                                                                                  Two potholes at the junction of West View/Quail ridge were dealt with quickly by Shropshire Council 

Severnside Housing has informed us of the need to do some excavation work on the village hall car park.    Serious trouble occurs with collapsed drains which run under the car park and serve some houses in The Leasowes.

We are due to meet with Severnside at 10-30am on the morning of Tuesday March 8th.

Dear Mr. Williams,                                                                                                                    


Excavations on Ford Village Hall Car park to renew drains                                                                                 
Thank you for meeting us on the car park today and for explaining the necessity to do this work.
I can confirm that Ford Parish Council does own this land and that it is held in trust for Ford Village Hall Committee

It is agreed to give you full permission to carry out this work conditional as follows                                                                                                        1) 
The Parish Council will not accept any responsibility for the costs involved, neither will  Ford Village Hall Committee                                                                                                                                                                              2) 
That fullest possible access will be maintained                                                                                                                                                            3)
 It will be helpful if you advise the starting date when known so that efforts are made  to ensure there are     
no obstructions. (Parked cars.)

Please inform Mr. David Britton, 24 Manor Crest, Ford, Shrewsbury.SY5 9NZ


 Tel. 01743 850683                                    britton194@btinternet.com

Yours sincerely         Eric T Jones.    Clerk.

Since this we have had to inform Mr. Williams that under no circumstances can any work or equipment be on the car park during Wed March 30th because of the exhibition by National Grid

15-03-11-12                                                                                                                                   CONCLUSION                          The Chairman then concluded the meeting

Chairman………………………………………………..

Clerk……………………………………………………

After this meeting current and past members of Ford Parish Council with Shropshire Councillor Roger Evans, gathered to make a presentation to and to thank the retiring Clerk Mr. E T Jones, for his 32.5 years of service to Ford Community.

Mr. Jones suitably replied.

