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====================================================
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD IN FORD VILLAGE HALL ON TUESDAY NOVEMBER 16TH. 2010 AT 7PM.
16-11-10-1  
                                                                                                                                    VACANCY ON FOR PARISH COUNCIL                                                                                 Since the last meeting of Ford Parish Council The Council has received the resignation of Mrs. M Blackmore.                                                                                                             The vacancy has been advertised as required by statute                                                                There has been no demand for an election                                                                                   The Council must therefore co opt a suitable person to fill the vacancy

Mr. Ray Blythe has asked that he be considered to fill the vacancy.                                             Mr. Blythe applied at the time of the last vacancy but because of domestic commitments he was not able to attend an interview.

Members who attended the interview were able to view Mr. Blythe’s application and because only a short period has elapsed I can confirm that he is qualified residentially and is not disqualified for any reason.

Proposed by Councillor Mr. W Clyne seconded by Councillor Mrs. L Taylor and carried unanimously-: That Mr. Raymond G Blyth be co opted on to Ford Parish Council

Mr. Blyth signed a declaration of acceptance of office and was advised that he must forward a declaration of interests to the Monitoring Officer at Shropshire Council within 28 days.

16-11-10-2 
                                                                                                                               THOSE PRESENT
Councillor Mrs. M Wells 


Chairman




Councillor Mr. R Pugh


Vice Chairman

Councillors’ Mrs. L Taylor, Mrs. K Morgan, Mr. W Forrest, Mr. W Clyne, Mr. R Blyth.

Shropshire Councillor Mr. R Evans, attended for a part of the meeting.

16-11-10-3                                                                                                                                  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
                                                                                                                        Proposed by Mrs. Taylor seconded by Mr. Forrest and carried unanimously -: That apologies for absence by Councillors Steve Jones and Debbie Judson be accepted

THE MEETING WAS THEN ADJOURNED

 Members were addressed by representatives of Association of Local Councils on the benefits of membership.  (Karen Roper and Rosemary Abbiss)                                                                                                                                                   Also an emergency planning officer from Shropshire Council (Emma) gave a brief report on localized emergency planning...
THE MEETING WAS RECONVENED.

16-11-10-4                                                                                                                                                     DECLARATION OF INTERESTS.
 There were none.

16-11-10-5                                                                                                                                                  THE MINUTES of the previous meeting 21-09-10 having been circulated to all members were taken as having been read. The Minutes were approved and signed by The Chairman upon a proposal by Mr. Clyne, seconded by Mr. Pugh and carried unanimously.

16-11-10-6                                                                                                                                           MATTERS ARISING (as listed on the agenda)

6,1  Street Lighting Lantern replacement                                                                                                    The Council considered the following report by The Clerk
Replacements of Street Lamps with 30w LED
Which EON consider adequate

The figures below refer to a leasing agreement over 25 years and it is important to accept that the ongoing costs are index linked 

Also that the quotation is valid for 30 days and may change afterwards.

There are twenty lamps.

5 on steel columns

3 on concrete columns

11 on poles

  1 on a bracket fixed to a flat at West View. (For this exercise I shall assume this one is on a pole) (ie 12 on poles)

LEASING OPTION

To supply and fit on existing steel column and including maintenance –

Annual cost      

 =5 x £54.96   =
£274.80   

Over 25 years

   3 x £132.00  =  £396.00                                                                       

                          
  12 x £70.70   =  £848.40

TOTAL ANNUAL COST = £1519.20 INC. MAINTENANCE.

The maintenance costs alone are at present just under £1000 so to fund this lease deal would cost an extra £500. (Rounded up) annually

At the end of 25 years the lamps would become the property of The Parish Council upon payment of £5 x 20 =£100 and be subject just to maintenance costs if required £10 PER ANNUM PER LAMP =£200

The energy costs is an unmetered supply 
Supplied by NPOWER

Our present annual costs with 19 SON 70w and 1 mercury 80w are £1011.02  

With twenty LED 30w lamps the costs will be
                          £ 328.44

   Thus a saving on energy annually of                                           £ 682.58 

Based on figures provided by E O N                                         

SO AN INCREASE IN LEASING AND MAINTENANCE COSTS   OF £500 WILL BE OFFSET BY ENERGY SAVINGS OF £628.58

 A NET ANNUAL GAIN OF 




£182.00.

IN ADDITION WE WILL HAVE TWENTY NEW LAMPS  inc. 3 new steel columns

 Our present lamps last about three years on average whereas LED can last 25 years, so reducing our repair bill of about £200 annually which is likely to increase as the present system ages. A 25 year guarantee does not include “The Driver” which normally lasts ten to twelve years nor the “P E C” which normally lasts approx. six years.

The LED lanterns are made up of groups. If one fails the remaining ones continue to work so that the lamp still operates. This is not the case with our present set up.

The energy costs are much less 

The Carbon output is less.

The whole is an exercise in energy saving and efficiency.==============================================


Proposed by Mr Clyne seconded by Mr. Pugh and carried  unanimously-:That The Council  instructs Central Networks to proceed with fitting new lanterns and new columns where necessary (3) on a leasing basis  subject to confirmation that the above analysis of costs is correct.

Note-Enquiries to Shropshire Council regarding a grant have proved negative.

Dear Mr. Jones 
In principal, the Council is happy for Town and Parish Councils to upgrade their street lights for adoption, but unfortunately the street lighting maintenance budget is not longer sufficient to provide any grant funding.  However, the Council is still able to adopt street lighting schemes which meet our standards. 
Regards
Philip Edwards
Engineering Assistant - Technical Services
Shropshire Council
Tel:  01743 25  5424
E.mail: philip.edwards@shropshire.gov.uk
Dear Mr. Jones 

The Council no longer has the resources to provide in-depth street lighting advice and designs.  Our Partner is Mouchel and I suggest you speak to them about your requirements and perhaps come to a commercial arrangement with them.  I copied Peter Emberton of Mouchel into the previous email and he will contact you. 

Philip Edwards
Engineering Assistant - Technical Services
Shropshire Council
Tel:  01743 25  5424
E.mail: philip.edwards@shropshire.gov.uk
6.2 Emergency Planning 


The Council having taken note of the remarks made earlier by an emergency planning officer agreed that the matter should be an item to be discussed  at a public meeting to be held in the near future with reference to a new Parish Plan.

6.3.
 Old Well Cottage (Belmont House)                                                                                      Retrospective planning permission has been granted and the matter is thus resolved. 

6.4 
West View Flats Frontage.                                                                                                              No work has been done despite many requests and promises. Agree to ask Councillor Roger Evans to intervene.

6.5
Verges on A458.                                                                                                                                   With the advent of winter the growth has subsided and does not present a problem. Agreed to let the matter lie recognizing that it will probably resurface in the Spring.
6.6
An invitation to join A L C.
Following on from a presentation made earlier by Officers of A L C. it was proposed by Mr. W Clyne seconded by Mrs. Taylor and carried -6 votes in favour and one abstention (Mr. Pugh)

6.7
Ford Young Persons Group


Mr. Clyne reported that the group is running smoothly. A youth worker has been appointed and although it is early days there has been some success. Although Ford PC has previously agreed to fund the appointment until the end of the year a £600 grant to fund the youth worker and a further £600 for equipment has been procured from Shropshire Council Community Fund. Mr. Clyne thanked Mr. Steve Jones (In his absence) for his work in securing these grants.                                                                                                                                                        Agreed to discuss funding for a youth worker when The Council discusses its’ precept in January 2011

6.8
Neighbourhood Watch.

Note > The next meeting of The N W Group will be on January 11th. 2011
6.9
Parking outside Ford School

Mike Davies of Shropshire Council in conversation with The Chairman has indicated that progress is being made.

Two letters of objection to the plan have been received by The Parish Council from Mr. N Hughes.  The letters were fully discussed.  Agreed - The Parish Council should continue its support for Shropshire Councils scheme to improve the situation here. And that Mr. Hughes be so informed  

6.10
The Local Development Framework

Shropshire Councillor Roger Evans gave information regarding the timetable for the plan. The next major results are expected in the spring.

Mr. Evans has also reported the wishes of a development company to hold talks with Ford Parish Council.                                                                                                                                               Agreed that The Councils position is still as stated .That is, to be designated as open countryside. Even though it is recognized that Shropshire Council may not support this stance. Further agreed that the company in question should identify itself by contacting The Parish Council direct.

The furtherance of a new Parish plan will be kick started by a Public meeting. The agenda is likely to include >Local emergency planning and possible celebrations of Her Majestys’ Diamond Jubilee

6.11
:Lease of Land on Village Hall Car Park.by E.on Central Networks
The following message has been received

Subject to Contract

 Dear Mr Jones

Further to our telephone conversation regarding the above, I am prepared to recommend, subject to formal approval, the lease renewal under the following heads of terms:

 Central Networks to be a granted a new lease for the substation site for a term of 21 years from date of completion of the lease.                                                                                                                                                     Annual rental of £75 subject to review every 7th year based on RPI, alternatively Central Networks to pay a one off commuted payment of £900 for the 21 year term. (12x annual rental)                                                  Each party to bear their own legal fees incurred in the transaction. 
I trust the above are acceptable to the Parish Council and look forward to receiving confirmation following the next Parish Council meeting.

Rgds

 Andy Belch

Property Surveyor

Central Networks

Tel 02476 186445

Mob 07989 700385

e-mail andy.belch@central-networks.co.uk 
Proposed by Mr W Clyne seconded by Mr. R Pugh and carried unanimously that the following counter proposals should be presented.
 Ford Parish Council will accept the rental of £75. Annually to be reviewed every 7th. Year
 

Eon Central Networks to draw up or have drawn up, the lease, and to bear all costs, legal or otherwise
6.12
Manor Crest Foot Bridge.

Letters from Shropshire Council ( Ped Atkinson )  indicate that repairs to the bridge are imminent.

6.13
 Greenbanks (A derelict property on Jacksons bank)

Mrs. Laxton who is in contact with Mr.Marriot has said that he will contact The Parish Council but to date he has not done so.

6.14
Ford Playing Field.

Mr. Clyne continues negotiations in order to have the lighting in the shelter put back in order.

6.15
Ford War Memorial 

Mr. Mead of Shropshire Council has given details of “The War Memorial Trust “  an effort will be made to establish ownership...before contacting the trust.
6.16. 
Mobile Library Services.

A recent survey by Shropshire Council has been completed with an emphasis on the service being maintained.
6.17
Diamond Jubilee Celebrations.

Agreed to have this matter discussed at a Public Meeting soon to be held in connection with a new parish plan

6.18
Right of Way User Survey ( Shropshire Council )


Mr. Forrest has completed this survey.
6.19
Trees in Village Hall Car Park.

Mr. Blyth has pruned the offending trees and so resolved the matter.                                                                       He was warmly thanked for his work.

6.20
Closure of Cross Gates Hotel.

Recent press notices indicate that the hotel is now up for sale.

6.21
Shropshire Charter

The Chairman and Clerk have signed The Charter on behalf of Ford Parish Council.
All members have been made aware of the commitments made therein.

Proposed by Mr.  Clyne seconded by Mrs. Morgan and carried unanimously -: That The Shropshire Councillor for the area continues to be supplied with a copy of Parish Council Agendas and Minutes and that an Item on future agendas will create an opportunity for the Shropshire Councillor to make a report.
6.22
New Bank Mandate

Is now in force. Parish Council cheques can now be signed by any two of Mrs.M Wells,                       Mr. W Clyne and Mr. S Jones.

6.23
Land between Ford Village Hall car park and Butt lane 


Nothing to report.                                                                                                                    
16-11-10-7                                                                                                                                                     CORRESPONDENCE –As listed on the agenda.
7.1
Mrs. Sermon.  Members will recall Mrs. Sermons address to Members last September. There have been a few exchanges of correspondence with Mrs. Sermon. However Councillor Roger Evans was asked to intervene and also I believe Our CSO was consulted.
7.2
 Shropshire Council and ALC                                                                                                                        
                             Dave Roberts Environmental Enforcement Officer Working together to reduce dog                 
                             Fouling and littering in our communities (Circulated.)                                                                                                       

7.3
Shropshire Council (Steve Brown Head of Environmental Services.)Street


Cleaning Service A Survey for completion

7.4
Shropshire Council (David L Edwards Flood and Water Manager)


Rescheduled Mid west Shropshire Flood Forum will now be held on November 



30th. 2010 10am at Minsterley Village Hall

7.5
Shropshire County NHS


Consultation Feedback form- Next steps for mental health care in Shropshire 

7.6
Shropshire Council (Mathew Mead  Community working Officer.)

REF. The Shropshire Olympian Festival to be held in The Quarry in June 2011.

7.7
West Shropshire Talking News paper


Request for financial aid.

7.8
Shropshire Housing Group (South Shropshire HA>The meres and Mosses HA>)




Annual report to march 31st. 2010-10-15

7,9
Dura Sport and 




Glasdon       Product Catalogues

7.10    Ford Village news letter Autumn 2010,

7.11 
Extracts from ALC Parish Pump (Electronic version)


a) Electronic payments for Parish Councils 


b) Standards Board to be axed

7.12
Shropshire Council


The Mid West Shropshire Flood Forum will now be held on Tuesday                                      



November 30th. 2010
In Minsterley Village Hall at 10am.

 7.13
CENTRAL Govt. Via ALCA                                                                                                  
                      statement from The Minister of community affairs re Council tax (Copy enclosed)                                                                                                 




7.14
Steve Shaw sustainable communities act (Fwded       to all)
7.15
Shropshire Council

Winter Service review. Briefly- the result of the review indicates that the fleet of            
                              gritters could be reduced from 28 to 25 whilst increasing the defined network by 
                              0.45% to 1398km (27.65 of the total road network . it will allow also for an 
    
 
                    additional higher risk road lengths to be added to a proposed total length of  




1418km -27.65 of the total network


A review of all secondary routes was carried out –not, policy only allows these   
                               to 



receive treatment in prolonged sub zero conditions                       



and if resources allow


In rural areas a network of farmers with snow ploughs is maintained. There is                      
                               now 



a total of 20 tractors mounted salt spreaders to be 
                              used by designated farmers. There is a stock of 20 000tonnes of salt £5000 




tones upon last year. The improved efficiency and increase in service has 




produced a saving of £30000 in the first year and £ 51.000 in subsequent years

7.16
Clerks & Councils Direct Nov. 2010 issue 72
7.17
Company Playgrounds-Catalogue

7.18
 Mr. L Phillips 12 Quail Ridge 


An explanatory letter and a plan relating to the diversion of a public Right of 




Way adjacent to N0. 12 Quail Ridge. Agreed-Mr. Phillips will be informed that 




The Parish Council will not raise any objection to his present plans.
16-11-10-8
                                                                                                                
                   PLANNING APPLICATIONS                                                                                       


There have been no applications since the last meeting
Planning approval
10/03891/FUL Belmont House-Ford. Erection of a conservatory 



etc.
Planning  Refusal                                                                                                                                      10-03513-ADV   To erect and display two free standing vertical signs on Land adjoining The Cross Gates Hotel 
16-11-10-9
                                                                                                                          A REPORT FROM THE LOCAL JOINT COMMITTEE Mr. Clyne spoke of the committees willingness to partly fund the placement of Vehicle activated signs( V A S. )in suitable places. It was agreed that in Ford they would be most useful on The A458 but an approach to The Highways Agency was answered by a NO. But they would consider a Speed indicator Devise  (S I D>) 
Agreed to let the matter lie but to indicate to The LJC that The Council is supportive of the move to provide funding.

16-11-10-10                                                                                                             PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS DUE
Proposed by Mr. Pugh seconded by Mr. Clyne and carried unanimously

Eric T Jones Clerks salary for the half year to September 30th. 2010 

PLEASE REFER TO THE ATTACHED HOURS WORKED AND EXPENSES LOG

196.5 HOURS @ 11.55 = 2269.57+ Expenses 309.84=


£2579.41
Npower 
Street Light Energy

inc vat of 12.68

£0266.23

Sodexo
Play Field Maintenance
inc vat of 23.18

£0155.66

Ford Village Hall –Caretaker Services




£0187.50.
16-11-10                                                                                                            RETIREMENT OF THE CLERK
Mr. E Jones confirmed his wish to retire at the end of this financial year after 32 years will have been completed 

A job description and other details will be drawn up before January 18th. 2011 after which the vacancy will be advertised 

16-11-10-11                                                                                                                 NEXT MEETING –Confirmed January 18th, 2011

16-11-10-12                                                                                                  SUPPLEMENTARY BUSINESS

A pothole adjacent to The Village Hall Car Park will be investigated 

Japanese Knot weed was reported near to The Cross roads and Bridge at the bottom of But lane.-Report to County Surveyor. 

16-11-10-13                                                                                                       CONCLUSION

The Chairman then concluded the meeting at 10-20pm.

Chairman----------------------------------------------

Clerk-------------------------------------------------
s/g checked
