0SWESTRY RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 30th April 2010
 at Trefonen Village Hall 
Present – Councillors – I Ashley, J Barlow, P Broomby, S Chalk, B Evans, E Evans, V Hunt,  D Jones, S Jones, P May, J Middleton, R Milton and P Richardson (Chair).
Cllr J Barrow – Shropshire Council
1.0
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors V Byrne (holidays) and W Cheetham (sick).Also, Cllr J Barrow – Shropshire Council
2.0
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There were 2 members of the public present but neither wished to speak. 
3.0
MINUTES


To confirm the Minutes of the meeting held on the 26th March 2010. There were three minor errors to amend.  

The minutes of the 26th March were proposed to be adopted as a true record following the amendments by Cllr R Milton and seconded by Cllr P Broomby. All were in favour. Cllrs V Hunt and Cllr P May abstained .
4.0
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Councillor S Chalk 8.3, a planning application for Pool House, Ball Lane as the applicant was a neighbour. 
5.0
SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL REPORT FOR INFORMATION

Cllr J Barrow who usually reports on any Shropshire Council news was not able to attend. Cllr V Hunt, who is both a Parish Councillor and Shropshire Councillor commented that Shropshire Council had held their AGM and that Cllr David Lloyd and Cllr Malcolm Pate still held their positions of Speaker of the Council and Chairof the Council.

6.0
POLICE REPORT

CSO Hannah Bishop attended. She reported a car set on fire at Weston Close, Morda on 31/3/, a chainsaw stolen on 17/4 near Trefonen, a Yamaha outboard motor stolen between 28th/29th March, a drugs warrant served in Trefonen and 2 people arrested. 2 domestics in Morda and 1 in Penylan Lane. 
She informed the meeting that CSO Colin Gordon has now left and he has been replaced by CSO Kurt Mabe.
7.0
HIGHWAYS REPORT

 The Highways report had been circulated to members and there were a few items to chase up from the last report. Homemade signs were still in place at the bottom of Weston Road on the junction to Maesbury Road. These had not been moved despite several communications with Highways regarding this matter. The clerk was instructed to remind them again. Also, to remind Highways about flooding at a cottage in Maesbury.
8.0       PLANNING MATTERS
8.1
10/01130/FUL  Trefonen C of E School -construction of a single storey ‘demountable’ building for use as a childrens nursery within the grounds of Trefonen Primary School . – Members fully supported this application but would like to emphasise with planners that there were trees over 80 years old on this site and that they should be retained.
8.2
10/00808/FUL   Green Acres, Chain Lane, Maesbury - Erection of a decking/veranda at (Emlana) adjacent to mobile home (Retrospective) – Fully supported by members
8.3
Pool House, Ball Lane, Maesbury – Erection of two storey extension to front - No Objections or comments
8.4
10/01115/FUL The Ley Farm, Morton – Alteration to existing farm access & formation of new field access.Planning Decisions since the last meeting on 26th February 2010 –  No Comments
8.5
10/00964/FUL Land Adjoining The Meadows Farm, Crickheath- Erection of an affordable dwelling and detached garage/store with formation of vehicular access and installation of a septic tank – Parish Council had previously provided evidence of a local connection and supported this application.
8.6
Planning Decisions since the last meeting on 26th March 2010
9.0
MATTERS ARISING
9.1
     Maesbury Road – Maesbury –Cyclepath/Footpath Required

A Notice of resolution was read out from Cllr V Byrne in her absence. She asked that Highways consider providing  a cycle path adjacent to the Maesbury Road on the western side from a point near the stile beyond Pentre Coed Farm entrance to rejoin the Maesbury Road before the commencement of the fencing at the edge of the Severn Trent Treatment Works. Councillors agreed that the clerk should write to Highways with this proposal.
9.2
Morda Village – raising the Profile & Village Design Statement update


Cllr R Milton had given a comprehensive report on the village hall in the earlier meeting as had Cllr P May on the school. The Pre School building at the back of the school was now completed and in use although there was still a little work still to be done.
9.3
Morton Playing Field – Combination lock required 

A letter had been received from Longueville Gittins since the agenda went out and councillors were surprised and disappointed that Morton Church PCC were being so inflexible concerning the renewal of the lease for the playing field. The Parish Council took over the maintenance of the playing field because the church could not afford to do it and had kept it in very good order for many years. The councillors suggested that the PCC take over the maintenance. The clerk was instructed to write to the solicitors with these views and would like a response by the next meeting. In the circumstances the request for a new combination lock was deferred.

9.4
Quarry/Railway/Waterways Report


Reports on these areas had been covered in the previous meeting.
9.5
Interactive Speed Signs

Maesbury councillors had been informed that there would be amber flashing lights outside the school within two months by Highways following the accident there a few months ago. There were speed monitoring cables across the road in Nantmawr and residents from Nantmawr were anxious for the results. The clerk was instructed to enquire when the results of this monitoring would be available.
9.6
Speed Limit in Coedygo     

The speed monitoring cables have been taken from Coedygo and the results were being monitored. A site visit would be arranged as soon as possible.

9.7
Parish Boundary in Nantmawr

Cllr P May informed the meeting that the boundary between Oswestry Rural Parish Council and Llanyblodwel Parish Council was across the road in Nantmawr and there are five houses in Nantmawr not being served by Oswestry Rural Parish Council. These five houses are on the left hand side as you go into Nantmawr from the Treflach end from the telephone box down.  The clerk was asked to write to Llanyblodwel Parish Council and ask where they thought the boundary should be.

9.8
Aston Crossing 

An email had been received from the Highways agency following a request from the clerk regarding Aston Crossing. It was a very prompt reply and Highways have made positive proposals to improve the junction.
9.9

Road Traffic Accidents in Maesbury


There was no report for this item and it will be carried forward onto the next agenda.

10.0   OTHER CORRESPONDENCE

10.1
Shropshire Council – Rural Issues . Guidance on BT Payphones & VDS’s


This correspondence was for information
10.2
Mrs K Kimber – Planting Scheme for Chapel Green



Cllr Milton commented that the cost of trees to fulfil the wishes of the Trefonen,Treflach and Nantmawr would be considerable. The cost of undertaking searches for the water/electricity/gas services can be very expensive but have to be done before planting takes place.
10.3
Mazars – Notice of Audit of Accounts for year ending 31/3/10


This letter was for information.
10.4
Oswestry Town Council – Internal Audit 2009/10


The Town Council agree to undertake the internal audit for the Parish as in previous years.

10.5
Shropshire Council – Local Bus Service 71A – High Cost Service Review


This item was again for information informing the Council that a number of local bus services had been identified as receiving a high level of Council subsidy compared to the number of passengers using the service. This included two journeys on the 71A timetable between Oswestry and Four Crosses. These are: the 8.05 departure from Four Crosses on a Saturday and during the school holidays and the 17.55 departure from Oswestry Bus Station which operates Monday to Saturday. The decisionwas taken by Shropshire Council on 25th February 2010 to withdraw the subsidy. The current operator, Tanat Valley has confirmed that the journey departing at 17.55 will continue to operate direct to Llynclys before returning to their garage.
10.6
Shropshire Council – Consultation on a New Educational Vision and Criteria to Review Primary and Secondary Schools – Invite to consultation


This was to invite the Council to a consultation, 3 meetings being in Craven Arms – 15th June, Shirehall- 16th June and Market Drayton- 17th June. Councillors asked why there were no meetings nearer to Oswestry. The clerk was instructed to ask if any other meetings were planned .

10.7
Shropshire Council – Rural Community Engagement – invite to join Phase 2


After discussion it was decided by councillors not to join Phase 2 and the clerk would reply accordingly.

11.0
COMMUNITY SUPPORT

All community support amounts had been donated for 2009/2010.
12.0
FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT


Decision: To accept the list of payments Listed

	Chq No
	Payee
	Amount

	1102
	Bonus Ball 2000
	130.00

	1103
	Morda Village Hall
	65.00

	1104
	MacMillan Nurses
	25.00

	1105
	Severn Hospice
	10.00

	1106
	County Air Ambulance
	15.00

	1107
	V J Smout – Clerk
	570.69

	1108
	Inland Revenue
	204.94

	1109
	V & W Electrics
	307.62

	1110
	C P R E
	29.00

	1111
	S A L C
	1110.65

	1112
	Oswestry Printers Ltd
	23.50

	1113
	Royce Landscapes
	959.00

	
	Total
	£3450.30


 Proposal: To pay the list of payments as listed.
Cllr S Jones proposed that the payments are paid as listed and this was seconded by Cllr J Middleton. All members were in favour.

13.0
ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA FROM COUNCILLORS

Cllr P Broomby  – Planning for a flourishing Shropshire – asked that Councillors read the booklet before the next meeting so that the Parish could send in comments.
Cllr D Jones – Affordable Housing – Exception Sites
Cllr J Middleton – Trefarclawdd Cemetery

The meeting closed at 9.00 pm
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