0SWESTRY RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 28th April 2011 
 at Trefonen Village Hall
Present – Councillors – W Cheetham (Chair), J Middleton (Vice Chair), Cllrs I Ashley, J Barlow, P Broomby, V Byrne, B Evans, E Evans, D Jones, S Jones, P May, R Milton and P Richardson
The meeting commenced at 7.40pm
1.0
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor S Chalk and Also, Cllr J Barrow- Shropshire County Council
2.0
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
The Public Participation session was held at the Annual Parish Meeting which was held at 7pm prior to this meeting.
3.0
MINUTES


To confirm the Minutes of the meeting held on the 25th March 2011.

The minutes of the 25th March 2011 were proposed as a true record by Cllr P May and seconded by Cllr P. Richardson. All were in favour.
4.0
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 Cllr V Byrne declared an interest in 9.1 National Grid Pylons as clerk to Llanymynech and Pant Parish Council. Cllr J Middleton declared an interest in 8.2 Planning Application for conversion of farm building at Llwynymaen Farm which is a neighbouring property.
5.0
SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL REPORT

Cllr J Barrow did not attend but had emailed all press releases regarding Shropshire Council during the past month to members. She had emailed a brief report to the clerk which was read out. 

‘A new Parish Charter is being worked out with representatives from all sizes of Councils and ALC. Once a draft is agreed it will be out for consultation to all Parish Councils. There is something called the Rural Challenge Fund, where if you can get a scheme that creates economic benefit in the community, you can apply for grant aid up to £7000. This can be for shop improvement grants for sole local shops or a business starter unit in a village hall. I am sure everyone is aware that the recommendation from officers on Shropshire Council to Cabinet next week is still for closure of Maesbury School. However, there is now a six week further consultation on the recommendation for closure. Unfortunately, because the governors at Marches School have not met to vote on taking Maesbury into multiple Academy status with them, this cannot be considered in the report. Cabinet members are aware of this however. What Maesbury School needs now is a vote from the governors of the Marches backing this proposal. This can make a difference but obviously time is of the essence. Sarah Longueville, Head teacher of the Marches has expressed her view in writing to the Council and she is willing to look at this with her governing body.

Housing Benefits – There have been a number of changes to Housing Benefits that came into force on 1st April 2011. Local Housing Allowances have been capped and there is a restriction on 4 bedroom rates. The £15 weekly local housing allowance excess provision will be removed. Discretionary Housing Payment increases by 50% and then doubles in 2012. This increase is allocated on the same pro rata basis as present for Shropshire. This means an increase in 2011 from £50,667 to £76,000 and in 2012 £152,000. As the impact of benefit changes are expected to hit London the hardest it is expected that the London Boroughs will receive the greatest proportion of the increase. Impact in Shropshire – The current caseload is 25,229 benefit claims. 

The Shropshire Business Board has announced its new Chairman and Vice Chairman. Mrs Mandy Thorn, managing director of Marches Care Ltd accepted the Chairmanship and Mr Arthur Hill of C H hills & Sons accepted the Vice Chairmanship.’
6.0

POLICE REPORT

There was no police in attendance to report.
7.0
HIGHWAYS REPORT

The Highways Report was circulated and updated. Pot Holes were reported in Chain Lane, Penylan Lane and Church Lane, Morton.
8.0       
PLANNING MATTERS
8.1  
11/01295/FUL Dingle Leys, Aston Square, Aston, Oswestry – Erection of 2 single storey extensions to side and rear and insertion of two dormer windows in association with loft conversion.- Applicant David Morgan– Fully supported by Councillors
8.2
11/00823/FUL Barns at Llwyn Y Maen, Oswestry – conversion of redundant farm buildings part into 3 residential units and part into offices, formation of new vehicular access, associated parking and landscape works.- Applicant S Charles – Councillors queried whether the original plan for these agricultural buildings was now a change of use.
8.3
11/00960/FUL Fairview, Hollies Lane, Trefonen – Erection of balcony and folding doors. – Applicant W J Morris – Councillors fully supported this application.
8.4
PLANNING DECISIONS since the last meeting on 25th March 2011

A list of planning decisions since the last meeting was circulated to all members.
9.0        
 MATTERS ARISING
9.1
National Grid – Responses to proposals


There is much concern regarding the proposals by National Grid to build pylons along a corridor passing through the Parish in Maesbury and Aston to carry connections for wind turbines. Other Parish Councils have approached Oswestry Rural to have a joined up response and not to favour one route above another. A proposal was made that Oswestry Rural Parish respond that they did not wish any pylons to be built in their Parish. This was voted on and with a vote of 9 for and 4 abstaining the proposal was passed. The clerk was instructed to respond and to confirm to Great Ness & Little Ness Parish Councils that they would be willing to sign a joint letter saying No to Pylons.
9.2
School Organisation in Shropshire

Cllr D Jones reported that Shropshire Council Cabinet is still proposing that Maesbury School be closed. There are still some options available to federate with other schools and parents, governors and teachers are still fighting for the school to stay open.
9.3
Trefarclawdd Cemetery – guttering on shed

The clerk reported that relatives using the cemetery have complained that the water butt is dry so flowers cannot be watered. It appears that after inspection the guttering which is very old is rusty and has holes in. The butt is also leaking. It was agreed that the clerk source a new butt and guttering. 
9.4
Morda Village – raising the Profile

News from Morda is that the former shop and post office has been sold and hopefully will re open in the near future.

9.5
Quarry/Railway/Waterways Reports

Cllr P May had reported on the quarry and the railways in the previous Annual Parish Meeting 
so had nothing to add. 

Cllr V Byrne reported that on the canal in Crickheath volunteers had erected a barbed wire fence in Crickheath Lane and after she complained it was taken down. A hedge had also gone on fire and during the action of putting it out some orange plastic fencing had burnt and stuck to the 
hedge leaving a mess. It was requested that the clerk write to British Waterways to report the fire and ask that the hedge and plastic be removed.
9.6
Grounds Maintenance Contract Renewal

3 quotes had been received to supply the grounds maintenance contract for the next five years. After consideration and discussion a vote was taken to accept the quote of Royce Landscapes. Although not the cheapest quote, loyalty and efficiency over the last 17 years was taken into account. The lowest quote was unrealistic and was way below the other two quotes. The vote was 9 for, 1 against and 3 abstentions.

9.7
Consultations – sub-committee requirement

Cllr P May proposed that a sub-committee is set up to look over planning applications, consultations and other complicated correspondence and for the committee to report back to Council on their findings. It was decided to pilot such a scheme for a few months to see if will be beneficial. Cllr May will draft a paper before the next meeting to send to all councillors.
9.8
Trefonen Churchyard Maintenance

The clerk presented a report which detailed all the legal aspects of the Parish Councils responsibilities regarding maintenance of the churchyard. These documents and information had been obtained from the Archive office in Shrewsbury and from the administration office and churchwarden at Trefonen Church. There is still some areas that need clarification i.e. the surrounding walls and their maintenance but this issue is still being investigated. Cllr V Byrne thanked the clerk for the work undertaken to source this information.

9.9
Proposed change to meeting night

It has been proposed that the Parish Council meeting night be changed to avoid a Friday. The reason for this is that many functions take place on a Friday and if anyone wants to go away for a weekend they cannot. A vote was taken around the room and Tuesday was the one that had the most votes. The clerk was asked to find out from the village hall venues if Tuesday would be available. 

9.10
Resignation of Cllr V Hunt for the Trefonen with Treflach Ward.

Following the resignation of Cllr V Hunt from the Trefonen with Treflach ward the clerk reported that a vacancy notice had been put up on the notice boards and if an election is not requested by 10 electors by 13th May a co- option will take place at the next meeting.

10.0
OTHER CORRESPONDENCE
Shropshire Council - Items for consideration
10.1
Community Governance Review


Shropshire Council is looking at the boundaries between Oswestry Town and surrounding parishes and Richard Thomas, Committee Services at Shropshire wishes to attend a meeting to explain their proposals. It was agreed that he be invited to the next meeting.

10.2
Rate Relief Review – Trefarclawydd Cemetery

Shropshire Council has informed the Parish Council that relief on rates that they received for the cemetery at Trefarclawdd in the past from Oswestry Borough Council was an error. An invoice has now been received for the current year.

10.3
Site Allocations and Management of the Development Plan

This letter was an update informing the Parish Council that Shropshire wanted confirmation or clarification on the Parish Council’s views on the future role and development in settlements in the Parish. The current status of settlements as community hubs, part of a community cluster or as ‘countryside’ is not yet fixed and so Shropshire Council officers and elected members will continue to work with Parishes to help them decide what is most appropriate for the area. Members commented that they wished to stay with their original views that they did not want to be a ‘cluster’ or a ‘hub’ because the different wards within the Parish vary and no one answer would fit them all.
10.4
Mazars – Notice of Audit of Accounts Yr Ending 31 March 2011


The notice of audit was for information and a reminder to the clerk to close the accounts for the year end and submit to the internal auditor.

10.5
Oswestry Town Council – Chairman/Clerk Meetings. First Meeting 26th May 2011

The meetings of chairman and clerks meetings have been resumed. They were once held at Oswestry Borough Council and an invitation now is for three councillors and the clerk who wish to attend.

10.6
Shropshire Council – For Info. Council Tax Precept Payments 


This statement is for information to say that the precept payment has put into the bank.

10.7
Came & Co – Council Insurance – Invitation to renew

The invitation from the insurance company is to take on a new three year policy with a discount. It was proposed By Cllr R Milton and seconded by Cllr P May that the invitation is accepted.

11.0
FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
A list of payments was circulated to all members and Cllr P Richardson proposed that they be paid as per the list. This proposal was seconded by Cllr J Middleton.
	Chq No
	Payee
	Amount

	1202
	Sweeney Hall
	333.00

	1203
	V Smout – Clerk
	630.82

	1204
	Inland Revenue
	179.24

	1205
	CPRE
	29.00

	1206
	Broker Network Ltd
	576.51

	1207
	Lawrence Direct
	23.64

	1208
	ALC
	1157.01

	1209
	ALC
	20.00

	1210
	Shropshire Council
	47.98

	1211
	Royce Landscapes
	959.00


13.0
ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA FROM COUNCILLORS 

Cllr P May – Planning/Consultations Sub Committee


Cllr V Byrne – Diamond Jubilee Celebrations

       The meeting closed at 9.35pm.
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