0SWESTRY RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 30th August 2011 
 at Trefonen Village Hall
Present – Councillors – J Middleton (Chair), P Broomby (Vice Chair), I Ashley, S Chalk, W Cheetham, V Edwards, B Evans, S Jones & R Milton 
1.0
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors J Barlow, V Byrne,  E Evans, D Jones, P May and P Richardson. Also, Cllr J Barrow- Shropshire Councillor
5.0

POLICE REPORT
The Police Report was brought forward in the agenda following a request from CSO Kurt Mabe who had to leave as soon as possible.
He reported that there had been 8 incidents in the last month in the Parish. A criminal damage incident in Morda where a brick had been thrown through a window. 4 incidents of unsociable behaviour, neighbour disputes and a shed break in. 1 accident with a car in Coedyrae Lane, Maesbury and a Post Office break-in in Trefonen where a safe had been stolen. CID is dealing with the last case. CSO Mabe was thanked for attending.
2.0
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There were 12 members of the public present of which 3 asked to speak. Mrs W Clewes wished to stress to councillors that Oswestry Rural Parish Council had signed up to adopt the Trefonen, Treflach and Nantmawr Village Design Statement and quoted P 3. No 29 ‘The character of Trefonen must be maintained by the protection from development of the open land and countryside of outstanding beauty which surrounds the present settlement. There are no sites outside the present (2006) development boundary suitable for development’. She also quoted P1. Nos 1 & 2 ‘ All development proposals must be considered for their impact on the local communities of Trefonen, Treflach and Nantmawr, and on the infrastructure, particularly the roads and lanes, and the special landscape character of the area.’ and ‘ The three settlements are discrete entities, with Trefonen, the largest, being particularly compact and well defined. The character of each village must be maintained by the protection from the development of the fields and land surrounding the existing settlements’
Mrs Clewes also asked if Oswestry Rural P C were still members of the CPRE (Countryside Protection of Rural England. The clerk confirmed that they were. Mrs Clewes asked that the councillors take the statements in the Village Design Statement very seriously when making decisions regarding planning applications.

The second speaker was Mr Llewellyn Pugh from Treflach who wanted to speak on the subject of the planning application, 11/02118/FUL – The Rock, Gibraltar Lane, Treflach.  He commented that there were 20 objections to this application and although the plans had been amended to lower the roof line this did not have any effect on the overall look of the property. The main planning policy:  POLICY H 23
EXTENSIONS TO DWELLINGS

The extension of existing dwellings will be allowed provided that:
1) Any extensions can be adequately accommodated within the

curtilage of the existing dwelling without significantly affecting its

amenity or the amenity of neighbouring properties,

and

2) in the case of buildings of vernacular interest, the extension does not,

because of its scale and design, result in a building where the original

dwelling is subordinate,

and

3) The extension is of a size and design and uses materials of

construction which harmonise with the appearance of the original

dwelling and the character of its surroundings,

and

4) In the case of houses on established comprehensively designed

estates, the extension does not significantly alter the established street scene.

This application will alter the street scene and will block light from The Firs and The Willows. Previously there was an application for ‘Blakemere’ which is 50 yards away. The restrictions on this property read ‘The height of any dwelling erected on the site shall not exceed single storey living accommodation and have a roof pitch of no more than 40 degrees. Reason: To safeguard the visual amenities of the locality and having regard to adjacent dwellings’. Residents want a consistent approach from the Council.
The next speaker was Mr John Abram who lives in Glenworth Avenue, Morda and wanted to speak regarding the outline planning application, 11/00437/OUT for The Dingle, Mora Close.
 Following this application there has been 40 objections including one from CPRE (Countryside Protection of Rural England). There has now been an amendment to the original plan to carry out work in Love Lane to satisfy the highways authority. A north Shropshire area meeting was held on 16th August 2011 with the planning committee attending a site meeting but the application was deferred at the meeting so that more information could be obtained. Cllr Joyce Barrow had enquired at the site meeting whether Oswestry Rural P C had been informed as the boundary between Oswestry Town and Oswestry Rural ran down the middle of Love Lane. A previous application for development on the field, ‘The Cottams’ had been refused because of access onto Morda Road as this application would be. Mr Abram wanted to make councillors aware of the situation.
3.0
MINUTES


To confirm the Minutes of the last meeting on 26th July 2011

Councillor Milton proposed that the minutes be signed as a true record and this was seconded By Cllr S Chalk. All were in favour.
4.0
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr V Edwards & Cllr I Ashley declared an interest in Agenda Item 8.2 11/02498/FUL – Craigllwyn Farmhouse- Acquaintances.

6.0
SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL REPORT FOR INFORMATION

Cllr J Barrow was unable to attend but sent a report by email to the clerk. This was read out at the meeting.


Oswestry Community Alcohol Partnership – Joint enforcement patrols have begun as part of the partnership. The aims are to reduce the underage consumption of alcohol in and around the town of Oswestry and the patrols is one of a number of steps that partners are undertaking to make a difference. Positive Activities Team – In the North of the county the ramped project is visiting villages from 1st August onwards. Links with community groups and Parish Councils have been essential in helping Shropshire Council secure venues and promote the sessions. Young people can sign up to bike and skate safety on the ramps in North Shropshire. Shropshire Council News - Shropshire Council has launched a new way for the Council to share its news with the media, residents, local businesses, stakeholders etc. The Shropshire newsroom has been developed internally within the Council and provides people with the most up to date information from the Council at the touch of a button. The newsroom is linked directly from the homepage of the Council’s website, but can also be found at http://www.shropshirenewsroom.com/. Shropshire newsroom will allow people to access the latest news and information from the Council as well as photos that can be downloaded and podcasts and videos that can be watched. Election News – North – Data Matching Pilot - Shropshire Council is one of 22 authorities undertaking a data matching pilot as part of the Electoral Registration Data Scheme Order 2011 and the Representation of the People (Electoral Registration Data Scheme) Regulations 2011. We have been working closely with the Cabinet Office over the last few months to enable the pilots to take place. The data that we are matching is with the Ministry of Defence and will be completed by the end of November 2011. An evaluation of the results will be undertaken by the Cabinet Office and the Electoral Commission and a report of the outcome will be available by April 2012. Police Commissioners Election May 2012 – Next year may see the introduction of the Police Commissioners Elections. People will be able to vote for locally elected officials to oversee each police force.  The government has said that they intend to hold these elections on 3rd May 2012. The bill has completed its House of Lords stage but is yet to receive Royal Assent. The elections will be run on the Police authority area, therefore Shropshire Council along with Telford and Wrekin, Herefordshire, Worcester, Wychavon, Bromsgrove, Redditch, Wyre Forest and Malvern all form part of the West Mercia police area. A local returning officer will be appointed from one of the above authorities to act as the Police Returning Officer who will be responsible for the overall conduct of the election. These elections will be run under the Supplementary Voting System where voters will be able to select a first and second choice candidate and there can be two rounds of voting.


The current Shropshire Consultations taking place at present are:


Review of Oswestry Parish Boundaries- consultation ends 15th September

Homeless Strategy – Consultation ends 30th September


Hereford/Shropshire Joint Housing Strategy – Consultation ends 30th September


7.0
HIGHWAYS REPORT


Updates on the Highways report had been circulated and councillors informed the clerk where jobs had been completed by highways. New reports were a request from Cllr B Evans for a grit box for the Rhydycroesau village Hall car park. Also, a fenced off area near a footpath in Trefonen Road, Morda was discussed. The footpath has been there over 30 years and has suddenly been fenced off. It appears that it may belong to the house nearby that has just been sold. The clerk was requested to contact Shropshire Council Countryside section to enquire and road to Cefn Y Maes trees have been cut down and the road has been damaged in the process. Heavy lorries have caused some subsidence to the surface.

8.0
PLANNING MATTERS 

8.1
Report from Planning Sub-Committee
At the first planning sub-committee meeting on 25th August 2011, Cllr P May was elected as chair for 2011/12 and Cllr P Broomby as Vice-Chair. 


Cllr P Broomby opened the report as the Chair to the planning subcommittee was absent. 
8.2
11/02498/FUL – Craigllwyn Farmhouse, Craigllwyn, Trefonen – Erection of agricultural storage building – Applicant: Llansilin Tractors- amendments to original application - 
The Council commented that there were no material considerations to object to but the members are very aware of public objections regarding access and overlooking.
8.3
11/02118/FUL – The Rock, Gibraltar Lane, Treflach – lst Floor Extension – Applicants: Mr & Mrs D Wright
The Council commented that this application has created a lot of local interest and some animosity amongst neighbours in the immediate area. Local planners are now trying to reach a decision and Members would support a decision to take this application to the Northern planning Committee.

8.4
11/03509/COU – Fairhaven, Sweeney – change from agricultural to domestic use – Applicant: Mrs S J Osborn

The Council support this application but take note that there is a footpath that will cross the proposed new land.
8.5
11/02957/FUL – Land Adjacent to Laundry Cottage, School Lane, Trefonen – Erection of an affordable dwelling – Applicant: Mr D Lloyd

The Council fully support this application.

8.6
11/03099/FUL – Arrandale, 5, Nant Lane, Morda – Erection of a car port to front – Applicants: Mr & Mrs G W Evans 

The Council supports this application.
8.7
11/00437/OUT –The Dingle, Morda Close – Application bordering Oswestry Rural P C boundary at Love Lane.
The Council confirmed that they had not been informed although half of the lane was in the Oswestry Rural Parish. A report from the planning officer at Shropshire Council had recommended the application for approval but following so many objections from walkers, wildlife groups and neighbours. A site visit was held on 16th August and the Northern Area Planning Committee deferred the decision to obtain more information from Highways as to whether the lane was a highway or a bridleway. 

Councillors felt that they would like a visit from someone in the planning department to explain to them why Parish Councils are not getting any input into planning decisions.

8.8
Parish Council confirmation of local connection for single plot in Woolston. 

A letter had been received asking the Council to provide a letter confirming a ‘local connection’ for two young men living with their parents in Maesbury. The Maesbury and Aston councillors were not familiar wirh the family and did not have any information regarding their schooling and connections to the area. The criteria needed to confirm a local connection was discussed and the clerk was asked to find more evidence before a letter was sent.
8.9
PLANNING DECISIONS since the last meeting on 26th July 2011

	11/02561/FUL  
	Silverbirch, Morda, Shropshire, SY10 9ND- Erection of a single storey extension to front elevation
	PERMISSION GRANTED

	11/02771/FUL 
	Bron Haul, Blodwel Bank, Treflach- Erection of single storey extension to front elevation and construction of a raised patio area
	PERMISSION GRANTED


9.0
MATTERS ARISING 

9.1
Trefarclawdd Cemetery – Sub-Committee – quotes for further work following removal of 
trees. – The area where the trees have been removed in the cemetery now needs to be levelled and turfed. One quote has been received and 2 more are awaited. This item was deferred until the next meeting for a decision.

9.2
Quarry/Railway/Waterways Reports

There were no reports for these areas.

9.3
National Grid – Progress Made


Cllr Chalk reported that a contact that she had from the campaign against pylons in the Four Crosses area has said that he feels that Shropshire Council has the right to force a review of TAN 8 so that a 'Strategic Environmental Assessment' (SEA) is undertaken.   The SEA is an EU directive that applies to a wide range of public plans and programmes and member states of the EU have to carry out a screening procedure to determine whether the plans/programmes are likely to have significant environmental effects - which this programme clearly does.  Perhaps a letter could be drafted by the Parish Council and sent to Shropshire Council asking them to consider this plan of action.

9.4
Flood Forum Feedback 


Cllr S Chalk had attended a meeting on 26/7/2011 and reported that there was ongoing work going on with surface water. A scoping study and flood mapping was being done to see what happens after heavy rain. There are flood fairs being held around Shropshire and one at Ludlow was very poorly attended. Another one will be held in Shrewsbury in 2012. Cllr Chalk suggested that the Council ask for a local one. Flood audits had been offered to individual residents and Cllr Chalk had sent in a request in June but has heard nothing yet. They are looking at all areas to use natural materials to reduce flooding.

9.5
Maesbury School – report from Cllr D Jones


Due to Cllr D Jones’s absence this matter was deferred until the next meeting.

9.6
Technology – Media used by ORPC to reach the electorate


Discussion was held around getting 30/40 year olds interested in what the Parish Council does and how to reach them. Councillors asked whether Shropshire Council have Face book and Twitter and asked the clerk to find out how many hits the Oswestry Rural Parish Council website has had since it was started. Cllr Chalk will be attending some social media training in the next week and will bring back any tips to the next meeting.
9.7
Community Governance Review – Boundaries with Oswestry Town 


The clerk informed the meeting that she had sent off the map showing the boundaries 
between Oswestry Town and Oswestry Rural and proposals as to how these boundaries could 
be changed. Consultation will now continue and the Parish Council will be informed of the next 
step in due course.

9.8
Site Allocation and Development – levy monies for villages 


Following the visit at a previous meeting from an officer from Shropshire Council to discuss levy monies and how it could be spent in villages. Councillors still are in agreement not to join a hub or a cluster.

Cllr R Milton asked the clerk to investigate the possibility of any Sect 106 monies from the Anwyl Development, Wythen Estate in Morda. Was there Sect 106 monies and if so, how much was it and where is it?
9.9
Notice Board for Treflach


One quote was received for a large 2 sided notice board for Treflach of over £1000. Councillors felt that this was a lot of money and asked the clerk to seek quotes for 3 smaller boards , 1 for Treflach, 1 for Coedygo and 1 for Craigllwyn.
10.0
OTHER CORRESPONDENCE
Shropshire Council - Items for consideration
10.1
Delivering Local Priorities through Partnership Working


Cllr P Broomby led on this issue and informed the meeting that she had read the Oswestry Place Plan supplied by the officer of Shropshire Council who attended an earlier meeting. The plan is out of date and councillors need to read it through. It was suggested that a small working party need to look at it in depth and volunteers were sought. Cllrs S Chalk, R Milton, V Edwards and B Evans agreed to set up a meeting and report back.

Other 

10.2
 Montgomery Waterways Restoration Trust – details of the last Montgomery Canal Forum for information.
10.3
Owen Patterson MP – Info re: National Grid meetings – copy of response to Owen Paterson MP from National Grid, notes of key meeting at Westminster with National Grid and notes of meeting with Energy Minister, Charles Hendry for information.

10.4
IPC – Infrastructure Planning Commission – Invitation to Parish Council to a meeting at Guildhall, Shropshire Council, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury on Thursday, 22nd September 6pm – 8pm.- Cllrs S Chalk and J Middleton agreed to attend.

10.5
Cllr J Middleton – Chair – Request for reports prior to meeting


The Chair, Cllr J Middleton requested that any reports for the meeting be circulated prior to the meeting through the clerk so that members had time to read and compose questions. All agreed that this was a good idea.

11.0
FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

A list of payments due was circulated and it was proposed by Cllr S Jones that they be paid and this was seconded by Cllr S Chalk. All were in favour.

	Chq No
	Payee
	Amount

	1231
	V Smout – Clerk
	621.67

	1232
	Inland Revenue
	179.61

	1233
	Lawrence Direct
	25.70

	1234
	Royce Landscapes
	1341.00

	1235
	V & W Electrics
	370.00

	1236
	S L C C ( Soc of Local Council Clerks)
	118.00


12.0
ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA FROM COUNCILLORS

Cllr P Broomby – Septic Tanks

Technology Feedback – Cllr S Chalk – Social Media Training

Meeting Closed at 8.40pm
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