0SWESTRY RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 13th December 2011 
 at Morda Village Hall School
Present – Councillors – J Middleton (Chair), P Broomby (Vice Chair), I Ashley, J Barlow, V Byrne, W Cheetham, V Edwards, B Evans, E Evans, D Jones, S Jones  
Also, Cllr J Barrow – Shropshire Council

1.0
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors V Byrne, P May, R Milton and P Richardson.
2.0
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There were 9 members of the public present of which one asked to speak. 
Mr G Bunting explained that he was the new owner of Blakemere, Treflach (planning Application 11/04043/OUT – agenda item 8.2). He commented that he had bought the property and moved to Treflach but there had been no mention of any problems with access splays when he purchased. Mr Llew Pugh, another resident had informed him of the problem with his hedge and access during the planning process. He said that 30cm needs to be moved. The Chair informed Mr Bunting that the Council had sent in their comment following the last meeting asking that a new application be put in to Shropshire Council allowing for a variation on the plan to accommodate a new access splay so that the hedge could stay.

3.0
MINUTES


To confirm the Minutes of the last meeting on 25th October 2011 

Councillor P Broomby proposed that the minutes be signed as a true record and this was seconded by Cllr S Jones. All were in favour.
4.0
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr P Broomby declared a personal interest in Agenda item 8.8 and Cllrs E Evans, B Evans and S Jones declared a personal interest in 8.3.
5.0
POLICE REPORT 

The police report had been received by email and was read out by the clerk. 

No one was available to attend due to an operation across the division that day which used up all the staff resources. The good news was that only one reportable crime had happened in the Parish. A cat was shot with an air pellet in Morda and unfortunately following an operation it had died. This incident was not seen or reported and no other incidents of this nature although a similar incident had happened in Maesbury about six months ago. 3 domestic incidents had been reported in the last month.
6.0
SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL REPORT FOR INFORMATION

Cllr J Barrow reported.


Shropshire residents can now click on a single link to find out when the gritters are out. The information will be on Twitter. You can follow @ShropCouncil and look out for the #wmgrit hashtag to find out what gritters are on the road or visit the Council’s website at Shropshire.gov.uk/getreadyforwinter.nsf
A number of new cardboard recycling banks are being installed across the County and the one in Oswestry is on the Oswald Road car park opposite Morrisons.

The Council is looking for volunteer drivers to help provide vital services to local residents. The Community Car Scheme and Voluntary Car Scheme have been managed by the Council’s passenger transport services for a number of years and need help. If anyone wants to know more please ring Katie Wilcocks on 01743 255613.

The Council has awarded the Highways and environmental contract to Ringway Infrastructure Services Ltd.

A consultation process is about to start on the catchment areas for schools now that the decision to close Maesbury School has been taken.

7.0
HIGHWAYS REPORT

Updates on the Highways report had been circulated and councillors informed the clerk where jobs had been completed by highways. Cllr S Jones asked that a sunken grid which she reported in June be reported again, the sign at Craigllwyn has not been changed as reported several times so another reminder is needed and the street lights in School Lane, Trefonen are still out. The clerk will remind the appropriate parties of these matters outstanding. The clerk also read out an email from Cllr R Milton who was unable to attend the meeting. Morda and Coedygo – What can be done regarding the speed those motorists are travelling along this road between Coedygo and Morda. Motorists are speeding along this road and there is a 30mph speed limit as you go into Trefonen Road, Morda. Also, the road signs are disappearing into the top of the hedge on the bend and down to the farm.

A483 Welshpool Road at Mile End. – Can the north bound carriageway have a lane to filter traffic turning right for Shrewsbury between Mile End Golf Club and the roundabout? This could ease the flow of traffic heading in that direction.

8.0
  PLANNING MATTERS 

8.1
Report from Planning Sub-Committee

The planning sub-committee had met on 8th December and Cllr P May, the Chairman explained to the meeting that the sub-committee met to look at all the planning applications which were to be on the agenda for the main meeting in detail. Cllr P Broomby presented the recommendations due to Cllr P Mays absence.
8.2
11/04043/OUT -  Blakemere, Treflach - The sub-committee recommend that the Council ask again that a new application is submitted in order that the conditions set against the original can be varied to take into account the access splay and highway safety.- All Councillors were in favour of this recommendation.
8.3 11/04096/FUL - Tanygraig Uchaf, Rhydycroesau -  Conversion of redundant barn to provide one bedroom holiday flat to include insertion of doors/windows and solar panels to roofline. Creation of access road and installation of septic tank drainage system. - Committee recommend that the Council support this application. It will safeguard the future of an attractive building and provide a service to walkers visiting the area. Access will be by an existing field gate and the materials used will be sympathetic and match the existing. There will be no increase to the footprint of the property. There was one reservation in that if the property was ever sold it should be sold along with the main dwelling and not as a separate dwelling but after taking advice from planners this would be a difficult condition to enforce. - All Councillors were in favour of this recommendation.
8.4 11/04447/REM - Land Adj Maesbury Rd/Weston Lane - Reserved Matters pursuant to outline permission ref: 07/15105/OUT. Dated 25th Sept 2009 for change of use of Agric land to industrial use to include access and landscaping and discharge of condition nos 1,5,6, 7 & 8 - Outline planning was granted by Oswestry Borough Council for a new industrial development and formation of a new access in 2007 ( O7/15105/OUT). -The planning sub-committee recommend to the Council that they do not support this application because the amount of extra traffic that this development would attract would be too much for the Maesbury Road Junction to cope with. It is already a very dangerous junction and the Council would like planners to make a condition that the junction is made safe before any development takes place. - All Councillors were in favour of this recommendation
8.5 11/04609/OUT - Sycamore Cottage, Treflach Outline application (all matters reserved) for the erection of 2 detached dwellings with associated garaging - This application is similar to previous applications, 10/01939/OUT which was withdrawn in June 2010 to allow English Heritage time to visit the site and 10/03421/OUT which was refused in October 2010. The only reason for refusal was the lack of visibility in a southerly direction at the junction of Fields Lane and the main road through Treflach.

There is 67 metres to the nearest bend to the right when exiting the lane to the property and the applicant has liaised with Shropshire Highways and gained approval for a visibility splay to be created. The sub- committee would recommend the Council to not support this application because after looking at photographs of the visibility from that junction it shows clearly that the wall belonging to ‘Caythorpe’ obstructs a view to the right.  

At this point one of the co-owners of this property who was sitting with the public asked to speak. The chair asked the meeting for permission for Mr S Sauer to speak. He explained that a late change to the planning application to do with the road layout had been accepted by Shropshire Council and at this point the Councillors asked that this application be deferred until the January meeting so that the new plans could be scrutinised. The clerk would request an extension for comments from the Council.

8.6 11/04236/FUL  - Woodland View, Treflach - Renewal of Extant Planning Permission – OS/08/15755/FUL- conversion of 
redundant agric building into two bedroom holiday let.- Planning permission was granted in 2008 ( 08/15755) and this is the renewal sought. The sub-committee recommend that they support this application. - All Councillors were in favour of this recommendation.

8.7  11/04936/FUL - Lower Sweeney Farm, Sweeney- Installation of solar PV modules on roof of agric building- The sub-committee recommend that the Council support this application. This will provide a solution to the energy demands of the site whilst reducing carbon emissions. - All Councillors were in favour of this recommendation.

8.8  11/04580/FUL - Manor Farm, Crickheath - Installation of solar PV modules on roof of agric building -   The sub-committee recommend that the Council support this application. This will provide a solution to the energy demands of the site whilst reducing carbon emissions. - All Councillors were in favour of this recommendation.

8.9  11/05057/FUL - Hawthorn Cottage, Maesbury - Erection of two storey extension as ancillary accommodation - The existing house has no parking area and the lane leading to the property is very narrow. The applicant runs a business from the property and the Council encourage rural businesses. The sub-committee would recommend that the Council support the application subject off road parking being a condition of the approval - All Councillors were in favour of this recommendation.

8.10 11/04787/FUL - Crumpwell Farm, Maesbury Road - Erection of slurry store - application is to erect a slurry store on the farm.

The sub-committee would recommend to Council that this application is supported. The slurry store is required to comply with the new NVZ (Nitrate Vulnerable Zones) regulations which require farms to have at least 5 months of slurry storage capacity - All Councillors were in favour of this recommendation.

8.11 Proposed Developments at Trefonen and Treflach – Councillors felt that they could not make a decision on a proposal before an application was made to Shropshire Council. Developers are now approaching Parish Councils to see what their opinions are before they go ahead with applications and it was felt that the Council should have a protocol for dealing with this issue, It was suggested that the Council have an Extraordinary meeting to discuss in depth the new legislation regarding Place Plans, Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), Sect 106 monies etc. The clerk was asked to organise such a meeting as soon as possible.

At this point, Mr John Ashmore, a member of the public asked to speak. The Chair asked the meeting for their permission and this was agreed. Mr J Ashmore wished to comment that the village design statement for Trefonen, Treflach and Nantmawr had not been included but it was explained to him that it was an item later on the agenda at 9.4.

8.12 Planning Decisions since the last meeting. A list of decisions had been circulated and a question was asked concerning planning application 11/04085/FUL. Brook House, Treflach. The reason was that it did not comply with policy CS6.
The proposed extension appears overlarge and dominant in relation to the existing vernacular cottage.  This is to the detriment of the character and appearance of the original dwelling.  Accordingly, it would conflict with saved Policy H23 of the Oswestry Borough Local Plan and Policy CS6 of the Shropshire Core Strategy and the adopted Type and Affordability of Housing Supplementary Planning Document. 
9.0
MATTERS ARISING 

9.1
Trefarclawdd Cemetery 
The Cemetery sub-committee met on 12th November 2011 and 25th November 2011 to discuss the following: placing of a bench, cemetery land, Review of Fees, Maintenance improvements, Car Park provision and an official plan of the plots. Following discussion the recommendations as follows were proposed and all councillors were in agreement that they be implemented.

1. To pursue the purchase of a narrow strip of land on the Trefonen Road 
side of the existing   cemetery and to earmark reserves of £5000.

2. To increase the fees from 1st April 2012 and review in two years

3. To plant beech trees along the fence and plant 2 cherry trees in the cemetery.

4. To investigate the price of chippings for the cremation area and to write to relatives to set up a meeting to discuss the matter with them.

5. To publish the plan of the cemetery when it is completed.

Add stock wire around the perimeter of the cemetery to prevent cattle rubbing up against the fences
9.2
Quarry/Railway/Waterways Reports- Cllr P May

There was no report due to Cllr Mays absence.

9.3
Delivering Local Priorities through Partnership Working – Cllr R Milton

Cllr Milton was absent and councillors asked that Mrs Kimber and the steering group be thanked for their offer to refresh the VDS for Trefonen, Treflach and Nantmawr.   The Parish Council will hold an extraordinary meeting to discuss the way forward regarding Place Plans and how to collect the data needed. Further discussions will be made with the volunteers who produced the Village Design Statements for Maesbury, Rhydycroesau and Trefonen and Treflach.
9.4
Trefonen, Treflach & Nantmawr VDS – response to K Kimber, Chairperson


This item was covered in item 9.3

9.5
Maesbury School – report from Cllr D Jones


There was no report for this item but press notices have indicated that the school will be closing very soon.

9.6
Technology – Face book Page


The clerk reported that she would like councillors to send her photographs of interest from their ward to include on Face book.

9.7
Notice Boards for Treflach, Coedygo and Craigllwyn- Clerk


The notice boards have been made and were in the process of being sign written. They will be 
collected and erected in the New Year.

9.8
Morton Playing Field – Cllr V Byrne reporting


Cllr V Byrne was on holiday but had sent a report to the clerk regarding Morton Playing Field.


‘I attended a meeting at Llanymynech on the 3rd November, between members of Morton Church PCC and users of Morton Playing Field, which was arranged to find a way forward following ORPC suggestion that the field be registered for the Queen Elizabeth Diamond Jubilee Fields Challenge. Liz Lawrence Chaired the meeting with Andy Morrison (both PCC).  There was a very difficult and hostile start, as the PCC gave the impression that the Parish Council were to blame for insisting on a 99 year lease and that the QE11 fields proposal was only suggested in order to compulsory purchase the field for development.  I corrected these mis-statements.  The PCC have registered the field with the Land Registry and the original bank account has been closed and the £200+ is in the Church safe. The meeting eventually agreed to form a Committee (I refused to be Chairman, but accepted Vice Chairman) to try and register the field as a Charity, obtain funding for improvements and manage it for the future.  This decision would be taken for approval to the next PCC meeting which was on the 24th November.  I have not yet learnt what happened. John Killick is the Chairman, Peter Carkeet-James agreed to accept the invitation to act as Secretary, and Elaine Hughes agreed to act as Treasurer.  Caroline Bickford and Sarah Bone, both volunteered to serve as committee members, as did Martin and Teresa as representatives of the football teams.  The next meeting of the Committee will be in January.’
Vivien E. J. Byrne

12.12.11

9.9
Improving Partnership Working – Town and Parish Councils
 
Feedback from meeting held 1st November 2011- Cllr P Broomby.


This was a presentation by Cllr Martin Bennett as he is responsible for one of the transformational projects for Shropshire ‘Flourishing Shropshire’. Oswestry Rural Parish Councillors who attended were Cllrs Pam Broomby and Tony Cheetham. Cllr Bennett explained that the central role of the Parish Council was as a voice for the local community and that we would have to respond to new challenges as No Change is not an option! Parish and Town Council place plans are now under consultation and will be refreshed every year as they will affect the Community Infrastructure Levy. The role of the Shropshire Council member is to help in understanding the many documents which will be issued to the Parishes. The Parish Clerk is the key person and the Parish Council should look to them for guidance and help. He said that work and equipment such as photo copiers could possibly be shared with other Parish/Town Councils to help capacity issues. Clerks would have to gain knowledge and more training would have to take place for all. He also mentioned the changing role of the voluntary sector. It would be moving away from grant funding to bidding for services and also to move from fragmentation to integration of groups doing the same thing. He said that there could be capacity issues in this area. This was not really a meeting, more of an opportunity to listen to Cllr Bennett’s views and after two hours was no clearer as to what these new responsibilities for Parish Councils are likely to be.
9.10
Feedback from Racecourse Management Meeting – Cllr S Jones


Cllr S Jones attended the Racecourse meeting on 16th November 2011. There were only six residents and two Shropshire Council representatives present. The quorum for their meetings is an unrealistic 11 so no decisions were able to be made. The ranger gave a report on his work throughout the summer and informed the meeting that he had had to re apply for his job and had been appointed to a similar ranger position in Pontesbury. He was not sure who would be doing the work at the Racecourse in the future. The next meeting will be on 15th February 2012 at Rhydycroesau Village Hall.

9.11
Section 106 monies for Anwyl Estate Development – Wythen Estate, Morda


The clerk reported that she had tried to set up a consultation meeting at Trefonen Village Hall but the date available in February clashed with the Racecourse meeting. Further dates will be sought for a Thursday evening.

9.12  
Footpath near ‘Veronica’ in Morda


A letter had been received from Mr D Cyffin Jones from Llwynymapsis House, Morda asking the Parish Council for support to resolve a footpath problem. The footpath leaves Morda Road and travels 150 yards behind The Miners Arms emerging on Trefonen Road alongside ‘Veronica’. The line of this path has recently been challenged. The position of the stile is in question. Mr Jones says that the stile is correct by the definitive map and has been there since 1905. A previous definitive map dated 1901 shows the path exiting some 15 yards further up Trefonen Road. The new owners of ‘Veronica’ have fenced off a section of land where the stile has previously been exited although a gap has been left for entrance. 

The clerk has approached the Rights of Way Officer at Shropshire Council who explained that he has spoken to Mr Jones explaining that the definitive map shows the route through his gate and if he disagrees he will have to provide some supporting evidence beyond the stile being in a different location. As the definitive map and the original parish claim both record a line through Mr Jones’s gate rather than the more recently used line next to ‘Veronica’ it cannot be changed without evidence of a mistake at the time of the claim and the appropriate legal order. The officer thinks that what has probably happened is that at some point a stile has been put in at a more convenient place and has been used for so long that it has been accepted as a right of way. When the new owners of ‘Veronica’ questioned Highways Dept about the triangular area of land next to the cottage and asked if it was part of the Highway they received notification that it was not part of the Highway .Highway officers noticed the stile and fingerpost and sought clarification from the Rights of Way team. Neither the stile nor the finger post was on the definitive map, parish claim or ordnance survey map of 1903. 


Mr Jones disagrees with the officer and the officer says that whilst it is possible to demonstrate that they walked line has now become a public footpath through long use this would not have the effect of removing the legally recorded path. In essence there would be two paths and this would not be in anyone’s interests. Accepting that there could be a stock management concern over the use of the field gate to access the footpath the officer offered to arrange for a smaller gate to be installed alongside the field gate but Mr Jones would not accept this. The officer has also agreed that the scale of the legal document sometimes allows a small amount of leeway (usually 5m either way) and so a small gate could be erected on the far left side of the fencing. This would be a reasonable compromise but if this offer is refused Shropshire Council will be under a duty to take enforcement action to reopen the path as shown on the definitive map.

The Council asked that the clerk write to Mr Jones seeking the evidence of the earlier maps.

9.13
Allotments at Morda – Cllr P May


This item was deferred due to Cllr May being absent.
9.14
Queens Diamond Jubilee – Events/ Children within the Parish memorabilia


Several ideas were discussed to mark the Queens Diamond Jubilee. Councillors felt that mugs and coins for children would be difficult to organise because many of the schoolchildren attended a school in the Parish but did not live there. Beacons were put forward as an option, maybe on The Racecourse, in Rhydycroesau or on the Moelydd. Councillors were asked to consult with their residents and bring ideas back to the next meeting.

9.15
Co-option for Maesbury Councillor


The clerk has had no expressions of interest so will advertise again in January.

9.16
Maesbury Road Junction- the way forward 


Cllr E Evans asked that signs be put up showing the amount of accidents and casualties on the Junction. There is still great concern regarding this junction and the clerk was instructed to contact Owen Paterson again reminding him of the Council’s enthusiasm to do something about this dangerous junction.

9.17
Responses regarding boundaries between Oswestry Town/Oswestry Rural


A response was sent to Richard Thomas and the proposals following the responses are imminent.

10.0
 CORRESPONDENCE

Shropshire Council - Items for consideration
10.1
The Localism Act – Standards and the Member Code of conduct – For Information
10.2
Oswestry & Area ‘Walkers are Welcome’ – Endorsement requested – Councillors asked that Peter Dunhill be invited to a future meeting. The clerk has since arranged this for February 2012 meeting.


Other 

10.3
 D Cyffin-Jones – Footpath in Morda – This item was dealt with at agenda item 9.12

10.4
National Grid – Follow up – Councillors would like to know what happens next and instructed the clerk to write to Owen Paterson for advice.

11.0
FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

The Chair asked that some portable display boards to display the plans be purchased in order that the clerk could lay them out at home before the meeting and bring the boards to the meetings. All were in agreement and prices would be sought for the next meeting.

A list of payments due was circulated and it was proposed by Cllr V Edwards that they be paid and this was seconded by Cllr P Broomby. All were in favour.

	Chq No
	Payee
	Amount

	1254
	V Smout – Clerk – Salary for December 2012
	632.01

	1255
	Inland Revenue – Tax for December 2012
	183.07

	1256
	Assoc of Local Councils – Chairmanship Training x 2
	40.00

	1257
	Jones & Hughes Ltd – cleaning of memorial in Trefonen
	300.00

	1258
	Lawrence Direct – Copying & stationery for Oct/Nov
	98.30

	1259
	V & W Electrics – Street Light Maint & repairs for Oct/Nov
	684.22

	1260
	Information Commissioner – annual registration
	35.00

	1261
	Royce Landscapes – Oct cutting/ Trefonen Churchyard tidy up/Moreton Pl Field Cut – annual fee
	1641.00

	1262
	Llanyblodwel P C – 50% of maint of Morton Churchyard
	372.50

	1263
	Cllr J Middleton – Travel Exps to training
	23.40


12.0
COMMUNITY SUPPORT

The majority of councillors had emailed their requests to the clerk for community support and cheques will be produced for the January meeting.
13.0
ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA FROM COUNCILLORS

Cllr I Ashley - location for Chairmans dinner for 2012

Meeting closed at 8.58pm
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