0SWESTRY RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 25th February 2011
 at Maesbury School
Present – Councillors – W Cheetham (Chair), J Middleton (Vice Chair), I Ashley, P Broomby, V Byrne, S Chalk, B Evans, E Evans, V Hunt, D Jones, S Jones, P May, R Milton and P Richardson
1.0
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor J Barlow (sick). Also, Cllr J Barrow- Shropshire County Council
2.0
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There was one member of the public present who did not wish to speak.
3.0
MINUTES


To confirm the Minutes of the meeting held on the 28th January 2011.

The minutes of the 28th January were proposed to be adopted subject to a change at 10.3 ‘ was adamant’ changed to ‘commented’ as a true record by Cllr V Byrne and seconded by Cllr J Middleton. All were in favour and Cllr P Richardson abstained as he was not present at the meeting. 
4.0
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr B Evans declared an interest in10.3 Election station in Rhydycroesau as he is a member of the village hall committee at Rhydycroesau. Cllr W Cheetham declared an interest in 8.3 Planning Application at Lazy Acre, Treflach as the applicant is an acquaintance.
5.0
SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL REPORT FOR INFORMATION
In the absence of Cllr J Barrow, the clerk read out a short report explaining that the method of planning committees was being changed at Shropshire Council. Cllr Joyce Barrow reported: If Parish Councils have any objections to planning applications and they want to take it to committee they must go through Cllr Barrow. She will then take it to the Chair and Vice Chair of the Committee who will look at planning regulations and if there is a valid point to prevent the application it will then go to Committee. Committee meetings will be once a month for the North, either in Wem or Oswestry, - according to where the most applications are from. This new regime will be reviewed in 12 months. Cllr D Jones was worried that 95% of applications could go through under delegated powers. Cllr V Hunt, as a Shropshire Councillor explained that some comments that are sent in by Parish Councils are not valid complaints. Cllr V Byrne commented that when Localism comes in we as a Parish Council will still be able to comment on line as before. The comments have to be based on planning law and this will come into force on 1st April 2011.

6.0
POLICE REPORT

 P C Pete Dale attended the meeting. There had only been 2 reported crimes since the last meeting. The first instance was where a Scottish Power vehicle had been broken into and panels taken and the second was where a brick had been put through a bungalow in Trefonen.  P C Dale handed out an Estate Services survey form for a Neighbourhood Watch push and asked if they could be given to members of the public to try to get them to enrol into the Neighbour Hood Watch scheme.
7.0     HIGHWAYS REPORT

The Highways Report was circulated and updated. Councillors reported where action had been taken and works completed. Reminders of any unfinished work would be sent to highways by the clerk. 
7.1
A road closure notice in Crickheath on 9th May was circulated.
8.0       PLANNING MATTERS
8.1
10/05333/FUL – Tankard Hall, Morton – Erection of an agricultural storage building -  – Councillors had no comments regarding this application.
8.2
11/00364/FUL – 12 Sweeney Drive, Morda – Erection of a single storey extension to side and rear.- Councillors had no objections to this application.
8.3
11/00213/OUT – Land Adjacent to The Lazy Acre, Treflach – Erection of a detached dwelling to include means of access and layout.- Cllr May is concerned about access to this site and councillors are aware that a site visit will probably take place at this site before a decision is made. They would like the clerk to communicate the date of this meeting as soon as she is informed when it will take place.
8.4
PLANNING DECISIONS since the last meeting on 25th February 2011

A list of planning decisions since the last meeting was circulated to all members.
9.0        
 MATTERS ARISING
9.1
School Organisation in Shropshire – report on consultation and identification of next steps.

Cllr D Jones reported that the schools organisation report went out to consultation and the report was accepted by Shropshire Council at a recent meeting. Maesbury School was listed to close and the schools teachers and governors held a meeting to organise an action plan to fight the closure. Cllr Jones commented that the report contained inaccuracies and they would be looking at the report and lobbying to make sure the school stays open. He also thanked the Chairman, Cllr W Cheetham and Cllr J Barrow for their attendance and support at the meeting at Shropshire Council. There is a formula for funding from the government to schools but no one seems to understand these formulae and the decisions are based on these figures. Schools only obtaining £2.5K cannot function as a school and with funding being equalised with the same amount for each child, £4100 per child, this system will not work. It is well known that Shropshire is the worst funded county in the country. Maesbury School’s roll has gone up despite having been on the closure list for 3 years and they will fight to stay open.
9.2
Trefarclawdd Cemetery and future plans for burials – report from Cemetery sub-committee. 

The cemetery sub -committee had met up during the last month and a report was circulated listing recommendations to be proposed for action in the New Year commencing April 2011.


RECOMMENDATIONS

1. A further meeting with the land agent and the tenant farmer is arranged 
to discuss the
  Possibilities of acquiring land for the future.

2. A business plan is produced by the sub-committee for approval at the March meeting.

3. Training on cemetery management is undertaken by the cemetery sub-committee.

4. A £50 administration cost is added to all internments from 1st April 2011.

5. The further cost of £768 for the shuttering of the rafting is added to the contract figure.

6. Quotes are sought and stock wire is added around the perimeter of the cemetery to prevent
 cattle rubbing up against the fences.

7. The garden of remembrance is chippened to save cutting of the grass and to prevent the plaques being damaged by strimmers.

8. The sub-committee visit and test all headstones over the March/April period to ensure that they are all safe.

9. A plan of the cemetery is produced and put onto the Parish website during 2011/2012.

One member asked whether the fees should be increased to fall in line with Oswestry Cemetery but members felt that they were expensive and if former parishioners want to come back to Trefonen to be buried they did not want to prevent them doing so.


Cllr J Middleton proposed that the Council accept the recommendations and this was seconded by Cllr R Milton. All were in favour.

9.3
 Morda Village – raising the Profile

Cllr P May reported that Morda School has 2 new governors and a new committee structure. 
Cllr P Broomby reported that the LJC had funded the Morda Youth Club £2000.

9.4 Quarry/Railway/Waterways Report


Cllr P May reported that the quarry had had a meeting which he had attended along with Cllr P Broomby. There are to be two meetings a year in future. The news was that there had been a downturn in business in the quarry industry but there was good news in that there were plans to build a Heritage Park . There had been reports that motorbikes had been using the quarry without permission which was causing problems.There had been no waterways meeting but informal discussion had been undertaken and funding was restricted so little work had been completed.


The clerk reported that Nigel Davies from the Cambrian Railway Society had agreed to come to the March meeting to give a presentation.
9.5
Notice boards Needed – replacement at Aston, New one at Morda, Trefonen. Pentre Cefn and possibly Coedygo.

The new notice board for Trefonen has been installed. The old one will be installed at Aston. There has been no response from Punch Taverns, the owners of The Miners Arms asking for permission to site a new notice board on their property.

9.6 
Rural Toolkit- Decision 

Councillors were concerned after discussion that the meeting that would be held would not be an open meeting but only to invited persons. After much discussion a vote was taken as to whether The Council want to undergo this exercise. 4 members voted for it and 10 against and the decision was not to proceed. The clerk was asked to write to Lois Dale giving her the Council’s decision.
9.7         Affordable Housing

Cllr P May reported that he had been approached by the Head of Morda School asking that the Council support Affordable Housing in the area. He was concerned that the village of Morda will stagnate with shops, pubs, businesses closing down. Members all support the concept of Affordable Housing but there were questions about various aspects. Cllr D Jones asked whether the Council would support single plots or estates of houses. Cllr V Byrne commented that Shropshire Council have a policy on Affordable Housing and have consulted with Councils and the public. Developers have to pay extra money on these estates to fund open green spaces etc. Cllr Hunt commented that estates of 50 + houses are designed for young families. Cllr Jones was disappointed that some of these affordable houses were 5 bedroomed and would never be affordable and also that it is the wrong time to build at present.
9.8 
LJC – Feedback from Meetings


Cllr P Broomby reported that there had been two meetings recently. The first on 28th January at Pant where The Highways Agency attended along with Owen Paterson and Keith Barrow. 

Several issues had been discussed at the meeting including a pedestrian crossing for Pant, issues at Llynclys crossroads and changes needed at Maesbury Road Junction. The meeting was very well attended and there were proposals made as follows:


The main issue in the Oswestry Rural Parish is Maesbury Road Junction and this was discussed at length. The proposals from the floor were that the junction was altered so that there would be no right turn from the industrial estate, Lorries would not be allowed to go through Maesbury Road Junction and speed cameras are set up there. The proposals for Llynclys were that the 30mph speed limit is extended to go further along towards Llanyblodwel, the markings on the junction are made more noticeable and the bus shelter, which has been demolished three times, is protected in some way. Another meeting was held on 1st February at Pant. A detailed breakdown of cuts at Shropshire Council was reported. Peter Dunhill, the regeneration officer for the Parish has moved on and has been replaced by Corrie Davies. The deadline for the next round of funding is 5th May. Cllr V Byrne has seen a report sent by the Highways Agency following the meeting on 28th January which says there will be no funding for Maesbury Road junction, Llynclys crossroads – the police will consider a 40mph speed limit and bollards would have to be collapsible around the bus shelter for Health and Safety reasons. 
9.9 
Grounds Maintenance Contract Renewal

The clerk reported that the grounds maintenance contract is due to be renewed and that she 
would obtain 3 quotes.
9.10 Vehicle Activated Signs


A vote was taken as to whether the Council wanted to committee to the funds for a vehicle 
activated sign for the Parish. The vote was 2 against and 12 for. Cllr P Broomby would report to 
the LJC that the Parish Council were prepared to commit to one sign.
9.11 Maintenance of Tree in Trefonen Churchyard


2 quotes had been obtained which were £485 and £350. The clerk was instructed to write to 
the contractor with the lesser quote, Royce Landscapes to commence the work.

9.12 Chairs Lunch – 17th April 2011


The Chair, Cllr W Cheetham, invited all members to attend a lunch on 17th April at Sweeney Hall to mark the end of his term in office. The clerk had circulated the menu and instructed members to forward monies to her and choices of food as soon as possible. Members asked the clerk to ask if the seating could possibly be in a room on its own so that when speeches are made everyone can hear.

10.0
OTHER CORRESPONDENCE
Shropshire Council - Items for consideration (information items will be circulated at the meeting) 
10.1
ICT Support for Parish & Town Councils


Shropshire Council has previously since Unitary provided Parish Councils with ink and printing paper and provided a helpdesk for ICT problems. They are proposing to stop this service from April 2011 and Parish Councils will  now have to sign up to a Bronze, Silver or Gold service and pay for that service.
10.2
Proposed Village Speed Limit in Coedygo and Nantmawr. 

Shropshire Council informed the Council that as a result of budgetary constraints they would be unable to implement a new village speed limit in Coedygo and Nantmawr that was programmed for this financial year. Furthermore they are currently waiting for news of the available funding for the next financial year. Unless next year’s funding announcement is significantly greater than expected, it is unlikely that the programme will progress in 2011/12.Currently the villages remain in the programme and could be considered at some time in the future. 
10.3
Rhydycroesau & Llanforda Parish Ward – Election Stations



Shropshire Council have proposed to set up a separate polling station at Rhydycroesau to overcome the problem of voters living in the Rhydycroesau and Llanforda ward who currently have to travel to Selattyn to vote. Councillors commented that this is not ideal but is the best solution possible.
Others

10.4
Oswestry Town Council – Planning Training & resurrection of former Chairman/clerk meetings.-14th March  and 24th March  - 5 councillors agreed to the training but Cllr Byrne asked that the clerk inform The Town Council that the 24th March date clashed with 3 Parish Council meetings so this would stop many clerks and councillors attending.
11.0
COMMUNITY SUPPORT

All community support has been spent for the year.
12.0
FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
A list of payments was circulated to all members and Cllr P Richardson proposed that they be paid as per the list. This proposal was seconded by Cllr V Hunt.
	Chq No
	Payee
	Amount

	1186
	V Smout 
	561.42

	1187
	 Inland Revenue V 
	205.14

	1188
	Lawrence Direct
	14.78

	1189
	V & W Electrics
	370.00

	1190
	P Ashby
	99.60

	1191
	A Davies
	840.00


13.0
ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA FROM COUNCILLORS – None
Meeting closed 9pm
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