0SWESTRY RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 28th January 2011
 at Maesbury School
Present – Councillors – W Cheetham (Chair), J Middleton (Vice Chair), I Ashley, P Broomby, V Byrne, S Chalk, E Evans, V Hunt, S Jones and R Milton

1.0
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors J Barlow, B Evans, D Jones, P May and P Richardson.  
2.0
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There were two members of the public present who did not want to speak.
3.0
MINUTES


To confirm the Minutes of the meeting held on the 10th December 2010.

The minutes of the 10th December 2010 were proposed to be adopted as a true record by Cllr J Middleton and seconded by Cllr S Jones. 
4.0
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr V Byrne declared an interest in 8.5 planning application and Cllr E Evans in planning application 10/05624 as a neighbouring property to the applicant.
5.0
SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL REPORT FOR INFORMATION


Cllr Joyce Barrow reported: Orchard planting in Morda is now planned for 11.00am on Saturday 5th February. 
A session was held with some of the Glentworth Woods Group in Morda to plant bulbs in the wildlife area (Dec.) The soil (tested and uncontaminated) is ready to be shaped into BMX jumps at Morda Village Hall, it has been held back by the weather.

Local Development Framework: 
Core Strategy Public Examination and Samdev........... 
The hearing into the 'soundness' of the Shrops. Core Strategy has finished, following two weeks of intense questioning from the Inspector, interested parties and one our own Members.  A small number of key concerns came to the fore during the Hearing, which were dealt with by the officer team, in consultation with the Portfolio Holder for planning and Housing.  The inspector was very open in his approach, and in seeking an inclusive way of working. He was at pains to hear a range of views from all parties and in closing the hearing he thanked the council for its cooperation and support.  We are advised that we should have an initial report to 'fact check' in early February, so remain on course for Member endorsement of his binding report and plan adoption by the end of March. 

A New Bus Strategy for Shropshire 2011 - 2016 
Shropshire Council faces difficult decisions in the short and medium term as financial pressures increase on the budget for the provision of subsidised local bus services, associated services and the funding of community transport.  Many of the people who use public transport in Shropshire are reliant upon the service to be able to get out and live their daily lives.  Lack of transport, especially in rural areas, contributes to social exclusion.  This is particularly true of people who are elderly, disabled, young, or people on low incomes.  It is vital, therefore that the council has a robust bus strategy for Shropshire, clearly defining the principals and priorities on which the local bus network and associated services in Shropshire will be provided over the next five years that helps meet the council and communities overall objective of a flourishing Shropshire.

Cllr V Byrne commented that the changes to Bus Passes and the Park and Ride are a very serious change for the rural area because these are the passengers who use the Park and Ride and asked that Cllr Barrow makes a point of stressing the importance of these transport necessities to rural residents. Elderly residents living in some rural villages could be unable to use their free bus passes if changes in use are approved. It is proposed that passes will not be valid before 9.30am and their use in Park and Ride areas will also be curtailed.
6.0
POLICE REPORT

 CSO Kurt Mabe attended the meeting. The reported crimes since the last meeting were read out.  CSO Mabe reported that there had been 2 burglaries in Morton when oil had been stolen, 2 cases of criminal damage, one case at a wedding where a car had been damaged and a second case in Trefonen where a double glazed window had been smashed. There had been the theft of a Landrover Defender and a theft of some credit cards. A young man had been charged concerning this last crime and had admitted to a number of thefts.
7.0     HIGHWAYS REPORT

The Highways Report was circulated and updated. Councillors reported where action had been taken and works completed. Reminders of any unfinished work would be sent to highways by the clerk. 
8.0       PLANNING MATTERS
8.1
10/05624/LBC. Middle Cynynion Farm, Rhydycroesau – Internal and external alterations in connection with the conversion of redundant 2 bay byre into annexe accommodation affecting a Grade ll Listed Building – Councillors commented that they endorsed this application.
8.2
10/04430/FUL – Weston Mill, Weston Road, Morda – Provision of a boiler room, siting of oil and water storage tanks and extension to flue. – Councillors fully supported this application
8.3
10/05297/FUL- Rhydairy Cottage, Morton Lane, Maesbury – Erection of a two storey extension to front following the demolition of existing porch- Councillors fully supported this application
8.4
10/05255/FUL- Elm Cottage, Llawnt, Oswestry – Erection of a two storey extension to side and rear following demolition of existing single storey kitchen extension.– Councillors fully supported this application but would ask that the extension is of the same stone as the existing cottage.
8.5
 10/05408/FUL – Green Pastures, Crickheath, Oswestry – Erection of a single storey extension to rear. – Councillors fully supported this application
8.6
11/00015/COU – Unit 1, Mile Oak Industrial Estate, Oswestry – Change of use from Retail (Wholesale) to manufacturing with associated ancillary storage and offices.- Councillors fully supported this application
8.7
 10/05450/FUL – Fairview, Craigllwyn, Trefonen – Erection of a detached 2 bedroomed replacement dwelling and installation of a septic tank. - Councillors fully supported this application
8.8
10/05607/FUL - Brook Cottage, Candy, Oswestry - Erection of a two storey side extension to include balcony to rear elevation and flues to roofline; elevational alterations to front and side elevations; erection of retaining wall- Councillors fully supported this application
8.9
 PLANNING DECISIONS since the last meeting on 10th December 2010. A list of decisions was circulated to all members.

The clerk alerted members that an outline planning application (11/00213) for land adjacent to The Lazy Acre, Treflach had been received but too late to go on the agenda. This is the third application for this site due to the proximity to Offa Dyke. Members asked if this application could go to committee or if a site visit could be made. The clerk has confirmed since the meeting that this will be the case.
9.0         MATTERS ARISING
9.1
Schools Review- This item was requested by Cllr D Jones but unfortunately Cllr Jones was unable to attend. Cllr S Chalk read out a report from Cllr Jones asking that a letter of support be sent from Oswestry Rural Parish Council to keep Maesbury School open. Members agreed to this request.
9.9 
At this point the agenda item 9.9 LJC – Vehicle Activated Signs was brought forward so that Mr Peter Dunhill, Community Regeneration Officer, from Shropshire Council could speak. He explained a proposition that LJC were willing to take forward. Mobile activated speed signs can be shared between four sites and each site has a concrete base. Parish Councils have been consulted to see if they are interested in joining this scheme and Oswestry Rural Parish Council had identified three different locations within the parish where the signs could work. The cost to the Parish would be £500 per site to build the base and the cost of the maintenance. The LJC have set aside £3120 for 2011/2012 and £730 for 2012/2013. The signs would be moved on a regular basis with the sign at a location for approximately four weeks. Cllr V Hunt commented that some of these signs have been stolen in the past and would Shropshire be insuring them in case of theft. Peter could not answer this question but promised to enquire. Peter was thanked for attending and explaining the options to the meeting. The members were still interested and will make a decision after further discussion at the next meeting.

9.2
Trefarclawdd Cemetery and future plans for burials 

The cemetery sub-committee had met the contractor on site where the work was confirmed and references from companies and Councils where work had been undertaken by the contractor were provided. He will commence work mid February with the proviso that he avoids weekends and any days when a funeral has to take place. The site will be left tidy at all times. There was discussion regarding the purchase of further land for burials following the land agents offer of a piece of land. Cllr J Middleton wanted the Council to make an offer for this land but Cllr Milton did not think it prudent to do so. The present capacity left with the rate of burials staying the same is up to 25 years. It was suggested that Cllr J Middleton arrange to get the land valued before the next meeting and that the cemetery sub-committee meet again during the month to look at all options and report to the February meeting.
9.3
 Morda Village – raising the Profile

News from Morda was that the orchard planting at Old Mapsis Way will take place on 5th February. Morda Youth Club are eagerly awaiting news to see if they have been granted money from the LJC meeting on Tuesday 1st February and there are rumours in the village that The Miners Arms is to be bought.
9.4

Quarry/Railway/Waterways Report


There was nothing to report on the Quarry or Waterways but the clerk had contacted Nigel Davies at Cambrian Railways who was sorry that Cllr P May had misunderstood his comments regarding who should attend their meetings. He was very happy to welcome any representative of Oswestry Rural P C to their meetings and offered to attend one of the meetings to speak on the progress of the Railway. It was agreed that we would ask Mr Davies to attend the March meeting.
9.5
Notice boards Needed – replacement at Aston, New one at Morda, Trefonen. Pentre Cefn and possibly Coedygo.

The new notice board for Trefonen is nearing completion and will be installed during February. The one currently at Trefonen will be moved to Aston. There has been no response from Punch Taverns, the owners of The Miners Arms asking for permission to site a new notice board on their property. Cllr P Broomby asked that the board in Treflach is renewed also.

9.6
Trefonen Trees – preservation of horse chestnuts

The horse chestnut trees on Trefonen playing field have been mentioned in the plans to build a new car park on the field. Cllr P Broomby, as the tree warden, had requested that a Tree Preservation Order be placed on these trees but Shropshire Council had refused. The reason was that as Shropshire Council land they have skilled people to inspect trees in the County on a regular basis. They have promised to put protection around them. Cllr P Broomby asked that councillors keep a watchful eye on the situation.
Cllr P Broomby also reported that there were free trees on offer which were approximately 2 metres high allocated for Trefonen. There had been discussion about trees on or around the village green in the past but councillors wanted the green area to be left open and not closed in.

9.7
Rural Toolkit- Feedback from Clerk at Ruyton Xl Towns


The clerk had spoken at some length with the Parish Clerk of Ruyton Xl Towns who had already held meetings and done the Rural Toolkit exercise. The exercise enables Parish Councils to gain information from their residents and find out what they want in their Parish. There had been some initial doubt from some councillors but they had admitted at the end of the process that it had been a very worthwhile exercise.  Members asked that this item be put on the next agenda to vote on a decision as there were five members absent.
9.8
Affordable Housing

This was an item that had been requested by Cllr P May but in his absence a vote was taken to defer it. All members were in favour.

9.9
LJC – Vehicle Activated Signs

This item was covered earlier in the agenda.
10.0
OTHER CORRESPONDENCE
Shropshire Council - Items for consideration (information items will be circulated at the meeting) 
10.1
Consultation: Draft Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) on the type & Affordability of Housing – Comments by 18th February – All councillors agreed with the concept of affordable Housing but had reservations about who can live in the houses. Should they be just for residents of the Parish? Other comments were that three houses had been built in Morda last year but there is still only one occupied. Councillors do not believe that there is the need for this affordable housing as publicity states. There were also reservations about speculative building. The clerk was asked to send in these comments.
10.2
 Annual Emergency Planning Briefing – Council Chamber, Shirehall – 11th April – Representative invited. –Councillors P Richardson and S Chalk could not be present at this meeting and members felt that it should be a Maesbury councillor if possibly due to the agenda item on flooding. The clerk was asked to approach Cllr D Jones but if he could not attend either the clerk should go.
10.3
Hazardous Trees Adjacent to the Highway – Trefonen Churchyard

A letter had been received stating that a tree in Trefonen Churchyard required some attention and that the work must be done within three months. There was discussion as to who was responsible for the work and was it the Diocese of the church. The Parish have maintained the church yard for some years cutting the grass and lopping the trees. Members asked the clerk to write to the Diocese to try to gain evidence of when the Parish took on the role of looking after the maintenance and when the churchyard was closed for burials. Cllr Byrne was adamant that it was not a closed churchyard because burials of ashes still take place there. The clerk would investigate but also, in the meantime, get quotes for the work.
10.4
St Oswald & Llanymynech LJC at Bryn Offa School, Pant 7pm 1st February 2011

This item was for information only.

Others

None
11.0
COMMUNITY SUPPORT

Members requested that their community support be spent in the following way:

	Cllr V Byrne
	County Air Ambulance
	£35

	
	Severn Hospice
	£30


12.0
FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
A list of payments was circulated to all members and Cllr V Byrne proposed that they be paid as per the list. This proposal was seconded by Cllr P Broomby
	Chq No
	Payee
	Amount

	1164
	V Smout 
	557.44

	1165
	 Inland Revenue V 
	205.14

	1166
	R G Ethelston
	75.20

	1167
	 Lanyon Bowdler
	352.50

	1168
	Lawrence Direct
	59.87

	1169
	V & W Electrics
	520.44

	1170
	Trefonen Village Hall
	215.00

	1171
	Bonus Ball 2000
	195.00

	1172
	Morda Youth Club
	125.00

	1173
	Morda Village Hall
	50.00

	1174
	Rhydycroesau Village Hall
	32.50

	1175
	Morda School
	45.00

	1176
	cancelled
	

	1177
	Trefonen School
	20.00

	1178
	W Shropshire Talking Newspaper
	32.50

	1179
	MacMillan Nurses
	20.00

	1180
	County Air Ambulance
	60.00

	1181
	Severn Hospice
	80.00

	1182
	Hope House
	25.00

	1183
	Rhydycroesau Social Assoc
	65.00

	1184
	Cruse Bereavement Care
	20.00

	1185
	Citizens Advice Advice
	90.00


12.1
Precept for 2011/2012  


The clerk presented the figures for the budget to set the Precept. After discussion members agreed the figure of £ 24915 which was a reduction of 14.5% and asked that the Trefarclawdd cemetery charges were reviewed especially the cost of a re opening and to gain a final verdict on Trefonen Churchyard responsibilities for maintenance. Training was discussed and Chairmanship training for incoming chairs be organised.

Cllr V Byrne proposed that the Council accept the Precept figure and this was seconded by Cllr V Hunt. All other members were in favour.
13.0
ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA FROM COUNCILLORS

None
The meeting closed at 9.02pm
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