0SWESTRY RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 28th June2011 
 at Rhydycroesau  Village Hall
Present – Councillors – J Middleton (Chair), P Broomby (Vice Chair), I Ashley, J Barlow, S Chalk, W Cheetham,   B Evans, E Evans, S Jones and P May.
Shropshire Council – Cllr J Barrow

1.0
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors V Byrne, D Jones, R Milton and P Richardson
2.0
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There were seven members of the public present of which two requested to speak.
Llewellyn Pugh spoke on behalf of some residents in Treflach who objected to item 9.4 a planning application, 11/02118/FUL The Rock, Gibraltar Lane, Treflach – Erection of first floor extension. Applicant: M r & Mrs D Wright. 

Mr Pugh asked that the Council take into account the following statement when they discuss the planning application at Treflach. There are five bungalows around the property and if this application went ahead the size of it would be totally out of place with the surrounding dwellings. We wish to express our reservations with regard to the proposed plans to extend ‘The Rock’ with a full first storey extension. To raise the roof level at least another five or six feet for the full length of the existing bungalow will make the property very overpowering for the immediate four properties adjoining. The proposed development would make the property so large it would be totally out of character with the adjoining bungalows and would dominate the existing properties and overlook the two properties on the Southside. The properties surrounding ‘The Rock’ are, in the majority, all bungalows, there are some houses but these are on a different level and that is why this development would look out of character and stand out from its neighbors, but for all the wrong reasons. Additionally I fear that if this development is allowed it would perhaps open the doors for other inappropriate development in the vicinity and begin to spoil the surroundings, which in the immediate area comprises of moderately sized bungalows. We would therefore object to this proposed development in its current form as the development is inappropriate in its situation making it too large a property on its moderate size plot and detracting from the surrounding properties. The Trefonen,Treflach and Nantmawr Village Design Statement adopted by the Council states ‘reflect character of village and sit comfortably within its plot’. Villagers are very concerned that this could set a precedent for the future.
Mr Simon Burgess spoke in favour of the application. Treflach has a mix of properties, terraces, bungalows, large houses, some over 200 years old and some remodelled. Part of the charm of the village is the diversity. The extension will enhance the village. The VDS states that extensions should be subsidiary to original building, materials must match and rooflines taken into account. This property will have a chimney and all the other features described in the VDS. This is a large plot and a first floor dormer dwelling will not increase the footprint. The roof will only be 1.6m higher, marginally higher than the properties next to it. The gable end has no windows so no property will be overlooked and the rest will be screened by leylandi hedge. The number of bedrooms will still be four but the living accommodation will be larger and there will be a larger bathroom. Treflach has lost its shop and post office so the amenities in Trefonen need to be used so I ask that councillors support this application.
3.0
MINUTES


To confirm the Minutes of the meeting held on the 27th May 2011.

The minutes of the 27th May 2011 were proposed as a true record by Cllr S Chalk and seconded by Cllr P. Broomby.  All were in favour.
4.0
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 Cllr W Cheetham declared an interest in item 11.6 because he had also received an invite to The Shrewsbury Flower Show as retiring Chairman.
5.0
Co-Option of New Councillor for Trefonen with Treflach Ward

Two of the three candidates who had expressed an interest in the vacant seat for the Trefonen and Treflach Ward were present. The other candidate sent apologies due to a sore throat. The two candidates present gave a short speech on why they wished to become councillors, a little about their background and their interest in the local area. They were then asked to leave the room while a secret ballot took place. The Chair and the clerk then counted the votes from the ten councillors who were present at the meeting. The votes were 7, 2 and 1. The candidates were called back in and the chair announced that with seven votes Mrs Valerie Edwards would become the next councillor for Trefonen with Treflach ward. Both the candidates were invited to stay for the remainder of the meeting if they wished to. 
6.0

POLICE REPORT

There was no police in attendance to report but the clerk read out an email that had been sent in by P C Dale. 

‘Unfortunately no one is available for this meeting but the following report is cases from 25/5-25/6/11’


There have been four thefts from motor vehicles- Two at the Oswestry Golf Club, at Queens Head on the same afternoon – golf clubs left on display and duly stolen and one at the Travel Lodge and another at Mile End Service Station.


Theft of metal from Scottish Power on Maesbury Road Industrial Estate.


Four domestics – 3 at Morda and one on a canal boat in Maesbury.’

7.0
SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL REPORT FOR INFORMATION

Councillor Joyce Barrow reported. She first of all congratulated Cllr June Middleton on her election as chair at the previous meeting and thanked Cllr Tony Cheetham for his year in office. She apologised for missing the last four meetings but work and family commitments had made attendance impossible. She announced that she had been made chair of ‘Safe and Confident Communities Committee’ and the major issue was speed guns in villages. There was also a lot in the news at present about staff having to take a 5.4% cut in salary in order to save 600 jobs. Cllr Barrow reported that there was very good communication with the unions so hopefully no strikes would be made. Cllr J Barlow questioned this statement because a strike of teachers was already taking place this coming week.

Cllr P May questioned the fact that speed restrictions in Nantmawr had passed the criteria for something to be done but the work was then withdrawn. The same applied to Coedygo so what could be done to reinstate this. Cllr Barrow said that she would follow this up.

8.0
HIGHWAYS REPORT

The Highways Report was circulated and updated. There had been a complaint from residents in St Anne’s Drive, Morda regarding children on BMX bikes causing problems by driving through the estate to get to the woods. When challenged they had been abusive to the residents. Highways had been informed and asked to put up barriers. Highways had asked if councillors could send them their comments. Members felt that barriers should not be put up but that police cso’s should be informed and asked to intervene.
Other highways matters were to remind  them that a family in Rhydycroesau wish to have a site meeting to discuss Cefn Canol Bridge and Cross Foxes corner, Rhydycroesau has been resurfaced but no white lines painted back. The clerk was asked to contact Highways with these issues.

8.1  
Road Closure Notice – Croeswylan Lane end of, to junction East of Penylan View. 29th August 2011 - 4 weeks to carry out invert repair works and repair of existing training wall. This item was for information only.
9.0       
PLANNING MATTERS
9.1  
11/02256/FUL Penylan Barn, Coed-Y-Go, Oswestry – Erection of an agricultural storage building. Applicant: Mr Michael Roberts – Supported by Councillors
9.2
11/02561/FUL Silverbirch, Sweeney, Morda, Oswestry – Erection of a single storey extension to front .Applicants: Mr Keith Goffin & Ms Siobhan Dunn – Supported by councillors
9.3
11/02532/CPL (FOR INFO ONLY) The Ley Farm, Morton, Oswestry – Application for Lawful Development Certificate for the proposed erection of a two storey extension to side and single storey extensions to other side and rear. Applicant: J Edwards. - Councillors were not asked to comment on this application. Shropshire Council sent it to the Parish Council for information only.
9.4
11/02118/FUL The Rock, Gibraltar Lane, Treflach – Erection of first floor extension. Applicant: M r & Mrs D Wright- there was lengthy discussion concerning this application and comments were divided. 4 councillors were absent, 3 abstained from commenting, 1 councillor was in favour of the proposed development and 6 against the development therefore the clerk was directed to send comments objecting to the application.

9.5
11/02118/FUL Weston Cotton Farm, Weston Road, Morda – Provision of an additional fishing pool and parking area Applicant: Mr M Philbin – Due to the possible flood risk the Parish wanted more information regarding the application. Councillors commented that the Weston Pools was very highly regarded in the area for tourism and a great asset to the economy. 

9.6
PLANNING DECISIONS since the last meeting on 27th May 2011

There had been no decisions since the last meeting.

10.0
MATTERS ARISING 

10.1
National Grid – Feedback from Exhibitions and meetings


Cllr S Chalk reported that there had been meetings in Knockin  and at the Marches School. The meeting at The Marches had been attended by nine officers from National Grid, Cllr Keith Barrow, Owen Patterson MP and Cllr Arthur Walpole. There was a large contingent from Mid Wales and some Shropshire residents in the audience. The room was not full and without the Welsh audience it would have been quite scarce in numbers. Cllr K Barrow was cheered when he reported that Shropshire Council would only allow cables to go underground. Cllr J Barrow commented that Owen Paterson and Keith Barrow will visit Westminster in the second week in July to put the case forward for Shropshire.
10.2
Community Governance Review – Boundaries with Oswestry Town

The clerk put maps of the boundaries between Oswestry Rural and Oswestry Town up for councillors to suggest where boundaries could be altered. Cllr P Broomby was worried about Rhydycroesau because Shropshire may want to separate them from the Parish as they have for voting purposes. Other suggestions were made but more time was needed for councillors to study the maps. The deadline for comments is September so the item was deferred until next meeting in July.

10.3
Trefarclawdd Cemetery 

The Chair, Cllr J Middleton asked if a further councillor, Cllr I Ashley, could join the cemetery sub -committee because he spent time walking around the cemetery and inspecting it on a regular basis. It was decided that due to the fact that all members could not always attend due to work or family commitments another member would be very useful.  It was proposed by Cllr W Cheetham and seconded by Cllr P Broomby that Cllr I Ashley joins the sub- committee. All were in favour of the proposal.
The sub- committee also made a proposal following an inspection that they had made on the trees that had been subject to an arson attack recently. The trees are an eyesore and the sub- committee fear that the arsonist may return and burn more trees down. It was proposed that the eight conifer trees are taken down and disposed of. The clerk had sought quotes and the quote from Royce Landscapes was for £450. This was to leave the stumps but councillors wanted those disposed of to ensure that replanting of a suitable beech hedge to match the hedging on the other side of the gates. Cllr E Evans proposed that the quote be accepted and that the work is progressed following the acceptance at the next meeting of a further quote to get rid of the stumps. This was seconded by Cllr I Ashley. All were in favour with Cllr P Broomby abstaining.
10.4
Oswestry Area Committee/Clerk/Chair Meetings – Feedback from Relaunch meeting 

Cllr J Middleton and the clerk attended the re-launch meeting and both found it to be very constructive and informative. The minutes of the meeting had been circulated to members along with a letter from David Preston, clerk of Oswestry Town Council on behalf of the Town Council and Cllr M Bennett thanking the Parish Council for their support and interest with a hope that members of Parish Councils can use this opportunity to network on a regular basis.
10.5
Quarry/Railway/Waterways Reports


Cllr P May reported that there will be a Quarry meeting in the Autumn and that he will be attending the railway meetings in the future now that contact has been made and correspondence is being forwarded to him.

10.6
LJC – Feedback from meeting


Cllr P Broomby reported on that the last LJC meeting was held on 14th June at Morda with a good audience. Cllr A Walpole had been voted in as Chair for the coming year and Cllr J Barrow as vice-chair. Funding had been allocated to a few organisations within the Oswestry Rural Parish: Maesbury Canal Festival was awarded £1500 and vehicle activated signs to a value of £5100 ( Maesbury being included in these).

A session where organisations presented feedback on what the funding they had received had been used for was held. The presentations were by Morda Youth Group, Porthywaen Silver Band and Shropshire Young Farmers. These all demonstrated what a difference can be made with help in funding.


The next LJC meeting will be held at Knockin on 4th October 2011 with applications needed by 26th August.


Cllr P May had been approached by some residents in Nantmawr who were concerned that LJC monies was being used for purposes other than what it was intended for. Cllr May asked that investigations are undertaken to check on organisations who had received funding to ensure that it had been used appropriately. Cllr Barrow suggested that Cllr P May contact Llanyblodwel Parish Council because the organisation in question was within their Parish. Cllr May agreed to this action.

10.7
Consultations – planning sub-committee requirement


Concerns have been raised in earlier meetings that Parish councils will have added responsibilities’ following ‘Localism’ and this especially applies regarding planning matters. A planning sub-committee is needed to look at planning applications in depth before each meeting and then to bring back a report of all relevant planning material facts so that members can make an informed decision on each application. Cllr J Barlow proposed that a pilot is set up to see how it would work and this was seconded by Cllr P Broomby. There was one member against the proposal. It was agreed that Cllrs D Jones ( Maesbury), P Broomby (Trefonen), P May ( Morda), W Cheetham ( Trefonen) J Middleton (Morda) and V Edwards (Trefonen) form a sub -committee for planning. The first meeting will be after the next July meeting. Venues for the meetings would be at the homes of the sub-committee members on a rota basis.
10.8
Racecourse Management Assoc – Feedback from meeting


Cllr S Jones reported back from the Racecourse management meeting on 15th June 2011. This was an AGM but the present Chairman was unable to attend and there was no Annual Report. A new Chairman was elected but no one would take on the vice chair role. It was agreed to see if more residents and commoners could be encouraged to attend the meetings. It was also agreed that the ongoing work of cutting the track and any overhanging bushes or trees is carried on with.  The next meeting will be a site meeting in September with no date fixed as yet.
10.9
Use of Technology by Parish Council


Cllr S Chalk asked that the Parish Council promote themselves with more publicity and by using email more. It was suggested that the Council build up a database of email addresses and send out any news or information to electors on a regular basis. The clerk agreed to pursue this idea and to arrange a photo of the new councillor with the chair and put it on the web and in the press.

10.10
Fields in Trust



The clerk had since the last Parish meeting spoken to the church warden from Morton Church regarding the possibility of applying for ‘Fields in Trust’ status for Morton Playing Field. The warden agreed that the possibility had been discussed by the church wardens and as owners of the field they would be responsible for the application. The clerk had offered assistance if they needed any help with the application process.

11.0
OTHER CORRESPONDENCE
Shropshire Council - Items for consideration
11.1
Copy of National Grid response from Shropshire Council – For Information


Other 
11.2
Oswestry Town Council – Internal Audit Inspection


The only remark from the internal auditor was regarding Vat where the end of year Vat had not been claimed in the year. The clerk explained that Vat on invoices received in the last few weeks in March could not be claimed until April so would go in the following year figure.

11.3
Owen Patterson – response to National Grid letter – For Information
11.4
Montgomery Canal – Invite to AGM 12th July 2011 – Cllr P May agreed to attend.
11.5
Severnside Housing – Invite to Stakeholder Event 1st July at Shrewsbury Town Football Club   9.30am – 12.30pm – Cllr W Cheetham agreed to attend.
11.6
Wrekin Housing Trust – Invite to clerk for Shrewsbury Flower Show – For Information
12.0
FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

A list of payments due was circulated and it was proposed by Cllr J Barlow that they be paid and this was seconded by Cllr S Jones. All were in favour.

	Chq No
	Payee
	Amount

	1219
	V Smout – Clerk
	585.32

	1220
	Inland Revenue
	164.44

	1221
	Lawrence Direct
	109.76

	1222
	Royce Landscapes
	754.00

	1223
	Oswestry Town Council
	148.80


12.1
SIGNING OFF ANNUAL RETURN FOR AUDIT FOR 2010/2011

The annual return for the auditor was circulated and it was proposed that the chair signed it off by Cllr J Barlow and seconded by Cllr W Cheetham

12.2
SIGNING OFF ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT FOR AUDIT FOR 2010/2011

The annual governance statement was circulated and it was proposed that the chair signed it off by Cllr J Barlow and seconded by Cllr W Cheetham.

13.0
ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA FROM COUNCILLORS

None


The meeting closed at 9.12pm
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