0SWESTRY RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 25th March 2011
 at Morda Village Hall
Present – Councillors – W Cheetham (Chair), J Middleton (Vice Chair), J Barlow, P Broomby, S Chalk, E Evans, V Hunt, D Jones, P May and P Richardson
1.0
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors I Ashley, V Byrne, B Evans, S Jones and R Milton. Also, Cllr J Barrow- Shropshire County Council
2.0
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There were three members of the public present. One member of the public, Mrs C Richardson, wanted to ask whether the Localism Bill which was incorporating Neighbourhood Plans was another form of Village Design Statements. The Chair informed her that this was not the case.
3.0
MINUTES


To confirm the Minutes of the meeting held on the 25th February 2011.

The minutes of the 25th February 2011 were proposed as a true record by Cllr P Richardson and seconded by Cllr P May. All were in favour.
4.0
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 Cllr W Cheetham declared an interest in 10.6 Notice Boards Update. 
5.0
Visit by Nigel Davies, Cambrian Heritage Railway

Nigel Davies was welcomed and he gave a short presentation on the history of the Railway in Oswestry. When plans to build a rail link between Shrewsbury and Chester were made, the good people of Oswestry were adamant that the steam-belching menace would not be coming anywhere near their town. Eventually, a landowner offered to sell some of his land to allow the railway to be built across it, along with a station at Gobowen, three miles away from Oswestry. So the line between Shrewsbury and Chester was built with a big kink in it, to take it around the border market town. But it wasn't long before Oswestry changed its mind, and in 1848, the first of two stations opened in the town. It was the start of a vast expansion for Oswestry, and the town would change forever as a result. Oswestry station closed to passengers under Beeching's axe in the mid-60s but the line from Gobowen stayed open for freight with trains running from quarries to the west until the 1980s. Two groups were formed in 1999, The Cambrian Railway Trust who opened up the line in Llynclys and the Cambrian Rail Society. Through a ballot at an Extraordinary General Meeting held at Oswestry (Cambrian) Station Buildings on 20 November 2009, members of the Cambrian Railways Trust (CRT) agreed that:
· every member of the CRT(Cambrian Railway Trust) automatically becomes a member of the recently-formed Cambrian Heritage Railways (CHR) Ltd.; and 

· the CRT works towards transferring assets from the CRT to CHR Ltd.; and 

· to combine various functions with Cambrian Railways Society (CRS) in order to avoid duplication of costs and efforts

There are currently 6 phases of work:

Phase 1 – Oswestry to Gas Works Bridge – The work commenced with a new platform and services will begin in April 2011.

Phase 2 – Gas Works Bridge to Weston Wharf. There are problems involved due to crossings on roads and there have been recent meetings with the Inspector of Rail. Highways realise that they will have to fund the crossings at £400,000 per crossing.

Phase 3 – Weston Wharf to Llynclys . Llynclys Station is at present in private ownership. A solution could be a junction halt and a path from the old station to the new station.

Phase 4 – Llynclys to Porthywaen – The quarry will soon be open for tourist operations.

Phase 5 – Porthywaen to Blodwel

Phase 6 – Gobowen to Oswestry

Shropshire Council now wants Phase 6 to be Phase 1.  The effect on the A5 would be a three minute delay each time a train passes and the dangers are minimal and the inspector of rail supports this proposal. This section could be operated as a Heritage line and the infrastructure is already in place to support this phase. Members asked why the railway enthusiasts do this voluntary work and Mr. Davies pointed out that railways bring in 10k in a year. Llangollen is a perfect model of how railways can boost tourism in a town. The work undertaken so far began in May 2010. The restored platform in Oswestry is practically finished and trips will begin over the Easter holidays. Next year will see even bigger projects when the drivers have been trained and the museum can move into the railway buildings. Mr. Davies was thanked for his interesting presentation and for the enthusiasm and skills of all the volunteers.
6.0
SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL REPORT

Cllr J Barrow did not attend but had emailed all press releases regarding Shropshire Council during the past month to members and had no other items to report.
7.0

POLICE REPORT

CSO Laura Viner attended and presented the report. The main problem in the last month had been metal thefts including drain covers, sheep hurdles and road signs. There had been a burglary at Mile End and police were hopeful that they had secured a DNA hit so will be able to catch the offenders. Another burglary was in Morda where the burglar had run into a house and stolen £10 and some car keys and cigarettes. P C Dale had been undertaking a speed enforcement exercise recently. Maesbury had no offenders, Trefonen had 2 tickets and 3 warnings and Treflach had no offenders. This exercise will be continued in the villages. 

8.0
HIGHWAYS REPORT

The Highways Report was circulated and updated. An email had been received regarding the promised 30mph speed limit in Nantmawr. The scheme could not go ahead due to the lack of resources. Nantmawr residents have asked councillors if they can put signs up themselves. This was discussed and the clerk was asked to contact highways to ask the question. The clerk was asked to report pot holes in Coedyrae Lane, Maesbury caused by the ford overflowing into the lane which lifts the tarmac.
9.0       PLANNING MATTERS
9.1
11/01114/TPO 41 Cae Onan, Morda – To crown, clean and remove lower branches of 1 oak tree protected by TPO2003 by Oswestry Borough Council – This application was supported
9.2
11/00685/FUL Wootton Castle, Queens Head, Oswestry – Erection of a garage with living accommodation over and demolition of existing lean to.- This application was supported
9.3
11/00686/LBC Wootton Castle, Queens Head, Oswestry – Erection of a garage with living accommodation over ad demolition of existing lean to  affecting a Grade ll Listed Building- This application was supported
9.4
An application not in Oswestry Rural Parish which is right on the boundary in Love Lane, Morda Road. – Should the ORPC have been consulted? – Morda councillors were aware of this application and the strong objections from several residents.

9.5
PLANNING DECISIONS since the last meeting on 25th February 2011

A list of planning decisions since the last meeting was circulated to all members.
10.0        
 MATTERS ARISING
10.1
Feedback from Flood forum meeting. – Sue Chalk


Cllr Chalk reported that she had attended a meeting for Shropshire North area. The Flood Forum are involved in water management and planning consultation. Shropshire Council gives free advice on flood protection measures and there is Flood Forum website with more information. Cllr Chalk had reported that the River Morda runs along Ball Lane in Maesbury and asked when the river was monitored. The Flood Forum will investigate. There will be further meetings within the next 6 months.
10.2
School Organisation in Shropshire

Cllr P May reported that the big issue is the threatened closure of Maesbury School with Maesbury councillors working very hard to fight this closure. There was a proposal that Maesbury federate with Morda School and so governors and parents of Morda met on 21/3/11 to discuss the proposal. The issues were that Morda is a church school and Maesbury is not, both Maesbury and Morda were classified as ‘satisfactory’ with Ofsted. Morda has after clubs. Many issues were raised but Morda parents were particularly opposed to a federation and some of the staff was opposed to it also. The vote was very close but the decision was not to federate. Cllr D Jones thanked Cllr P May for the report and thanked Tim Beardsmore, vice Chair on the board of governors for his support. Cllr D Jones was upset at the decision but more concerned about the way that the consultation had been carried out. There had been inadequate information going to the meeting and all the evidence for federation did not count for anything. Cllr Jones is convinced that there is a set up to close the schools and Maesbury is a target. When a school is out on a closure list it is doomed. Maesbury School is only 1 pupil away from being in the right numbers and should not be on the list. Also, Cllr Jones and Richardson of Maesbury were appalled that they could not get information from the department in Shropshire Council and where they were told that it would be available in 10 days; it was changed to 20 days and then 30 days. Time ticked away as the consultation period was very short.
Cllr Hunt, Shropshire Councillor commented that officers had been instructed to send letters back on request.
Cllr Hunt also pointed out that he did not vote against the school staying open but the scrutiny committee were looking at the process being used.
10.3
Trefarclawdd Cemetery and future plans for burials – report from Cemetery sub-committee.

The cemetery sub-committee had visited all the closed cemeteries to undertake a toppling test on the grave stones. Each cemetery, Chapel Lane, Trefonen  and Nantmawr were inspected for loose stones and any work that needed doing. There were a few recommendations for minor repairs. The clerk was asked to get the costings for the next meeting. 
10.4
Morda Village – raising the Profile

The only news from Morda was that The Miners Arms has re opened although not every night and there is a small shop inside the pub with a supply of essential goods.
10.5
Quarry/Railway/Waterways Reports

There were no reports for this month.

10.6
Notice boards - Update 


The notice Board in Treflach needs some attention. It is unsteady and the surface needs renewing. The clerk will get costs to update.

10.7
LJC – Feedback from Meetings 


Cllr P Broomby reported that the next meeting will be on 14th June at Trefonen Village Hall.

10.8
Grounds Maintenance Contract Renewal


The clerk asked that this item be deferred until April as all the quotes had not been received back yet. Members agreed to this proposal.

10.9
Consultations – How Parish Council prepare for consultations

Discussion was held concerning the many consultations that were coming from Shropshire Council. Cllr P May suggested a planning Sub Committee because any consultation needs a decision and a reply. It was commented on that the consultations covered several pages and were not always in plain English. A synopsis was needed to assist in the understanding of the documents and to point consultees to the relevant areas that they were interested in. A schedule of dates of the consultations that would be coming to Parishes over the next year would also be useful. The clerk was requested to write to the Chief Executive of Shropshire Council and outlining these points to him.

10.10
Chairs Lunch – 17th April 2011


Final arrangements for the Chair’s Lunch were outlined by the clerk.

10.11
Feedback from Planning Training

Five members had attended 2 sessions of planning training which highlighted how planning would be approached by Parish Councils in the future. Although Oswestry Rural Parish had decided not to undertake the Rural Toolkit, a new version, the Interactive Toolkit, would have to be done in the future.

11.0
OTHER CORRESPONDENCE
Shropshire Council - Items for consideration
11.1
Highways Agency/Shropshire Council Liaison Meeting Minutes. 


For Information.


Other 

11.2
National Grid – Consultation on a new transmission connection – Public Exhibitions from 23rd March – 6th May. – Members agreed to attend some of these meetings and feedback to our next meeting.

11.3
Balfours  -  Affordable Housing – The clerk was asked to thank Balfours for their letter but due to the dispersement of our Parish we had decided not to go ahead with ‘Hubs and Clusters’.
11.4
Concept – Shropshire based town planning consultancy. – advice on Localism – Thanks for the letter but refer to the Localism Bill and assure them that the Council knows what their responsibilities are.
12.0
FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
A list of payments was circulated to all members and Cllr P Richardson proposed that they be paid as per the list. This proposal was seconded by Cllr J Middleton.
	Chq No
	Payee
	Amount

	1192
	County Air Ambulance
	35.00

	1193
	 Severn Hospice
	30.00

	1194
	V Smout - Clerk
	581.31

	1195
	Inland Revenue
	205.14

	1196
	P R Birch & Co Ltd
	6081.60

	1197
	V & W Electrics
	1346.58

	1198
	Lawrence Direct
	37.72

	1199
	Mar Evans
	32.00

	1200
	Royce Landscapes
	530.00

	1201
	A D Jones & Son
	35.00


13.0
ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA FROM COUNCILLORS 

Cllr P May – Planning/Consultations Sub Committee


Cllr E Evans – Churchyard Maintenance


Cllr P Richardson – change of evening for Parish meeting


Cllr D Jones – Schools Organisation

The Chair welcomed back Janet (Cllr Barlow) after her fall and the meeting closed at 9.01pm.
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