 0SWESTRY RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON
 28TH May 2010 at TREFONEN VILLAGE HALL
Present – Councillors – Chair – Cllr P Richardson, Vice-Chair –Cllr  W Cheetham, Cllrs I Ashley, J Barlow, P Broomby, V Byrne, S Chalk,   B Evans, E.Evans, V Hunt, D Jones, S Jones,  P May,  J Middleton,  R Milton  

Also, Cllr J Barrow – Shropshire Council
1.0 Apologies for absence - None
2.0 There were no members of the public present for the Public Participation Session.
3.0
To confirm the minutes of the last ordinary meeting  held on 30th April 2010
It was moved by Cllr V Hunt and seconded by Cllr J Middleton that the minutes were a true record . Cllrs W Cheetham and V Byrne abstained .
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the meeting held on 30th April 2010 be approved and signed by the Chair.
4.0 Election of Chairperson for the ensuing year
Nominations were sought for a chairperson for the ensuing year. Cllr I Ashley proposed Cllr W Cheetham and this was seconded by Cllr V Hunt. There were no further nominations and a show of hands produced an all in favour vote. The current chair, Cllr P Richardson welcomed Cllr Cheetham to the chair and passed over the badge of office and gavel. Cllr Cheetham took over the chair for the rest of the meeting. Members thanked Cllr Richardson for his contribution as Chairman for the past year.
5.0 Election of Vice-Chair for the ensuing year


Nominations were sought for the role of vice-chairman for the coming year. Cllr R Milton proposed Cllr J Middleton and this was seconded by Cllr B Evans. There were no further nominations for Vice Chair and a show of hands confirmed that all were in favour and the proposal was passed unanimously.
6.0 Declarations of Interest
	Cllr I Ashley
	13.6 Planning Application - Brynaber Coedygo.- Neighbour

	Cllr V Byrne
	13.8 Planning Application – Holly Cottage, Morton - Friends

	Cllr E Evans
	13.5 planning applic. Barn –South of Llanforda Ucha


7.0 Shropshire Council Report
Cllr J Barrow reported that there was a lot of confusion concerning Affordable Housing and allocation sites consultation documentation and press notices. Jake Berriman, Head of Strategy and Policy and Cllr Malcolm Price, Portfolio Holder for Housing  have offered to come to the Parish and show a presentation to try to help residents understand what the consultation is trying to achieve. After discussion regarding a suitable date, 14th June was decided upon and the clerk was instructed to organise an Extraordinary of the Council for that date and to communicate with the Shropshire officers to attend.

Trefonen play area is nearly finished and seats will be put in for parents to sit . There will be no fences because the new policy is for play areas to be open and children not fenced in.

A meeting for the supermarket planning applications to be decided is now going to be sometime in late July. Developers have changed their planning applications regarding size, car park spaces etc and they will be reviewed again.
Many of the counties roads have been damaged by frost in the bad winter that we have just had and 3 areas within the Parish will have their surfaces renewed. The 3 areas are : Trefonen to Treflach road, Llanforda Rise, Oswestry and Trefonen Road, Morda.

Councillors queried  the supermarket applications decision and asked whether planners could turn down all the applications. Cllr Barrow replied that they could but the supermarkets would appeal and the planners will make a decision based on the information put in front of them. The weight of public opinion must be evidenced by the need or  no need for a supermarket.
8.0 Police Report

There was no police presence so the clerk agreed to contact P C Dale and ask for a report of crimes since the last meeting. 
9.0 Highways Report

An updated report was circulated to all members who informed the clerk of jobs outstanding and completed works. Cllr V Byrne reported that on the A483 at the entrance to Knockin Road there were lots of pot holes and on the A483 from Oswestry just after Llynclys  Farm around the bends drains have dropped in the road and need to be repaired. Cllr P Broomby informed the clerk that the potholes in Pit Lane have been done. Cllr D Jones, Maesbury reported that the complaint from Oakfield Cottage still needs to be investigated because the owner was away when the Highways called. Cllr Barlow asked about the illegal signs on the junction of Weston Rd/Maesbury road and the clerk was asked to write to Highways with a copy going to Tom McCabe. Cllr B Evans asked that a ‘No HGV  Vehicles’ sign is put up at Wern Ddu.
10.0 Dates and Venues for meetings for 2010/11
A list of venues and dates was circulated to all members. There was a request from the clerk to bring the May meeting forward one week next year because it is a bank holiday weekend and it is Trefonen Hill Walk weekend also. Members were not in favour of changing the date.
11.0 Annual Audit

The clerk informed the meeting that work was underway to complete the accounts for internal audit in readiness for External Audit.
12.0 Representation on Outside Bodies

A list of current representatives had been circulated to members. It was proposed by Cllr V Byrne that members were re-elected en bloc if everyone was in favour. Cllr V Hunt asked that another member deputised for him at the next Racecourse Management meeting and Cllr S Jones agreed to do so. Cllr J Barlow seconded the proposal and all were in favour to re elect all representatives en bloc.
13.0 Planning Matters

13.1 10/01489/FUL 31 Glentworth Close, Morda – Extension of front porch/hallway – Members supported this application
13.2 10/01577/LBC 10mwest of Bridge 79, Maesbury Marsh – repairs to ironworks, insertion of a key mechanism and replacement beam. – members enthusiastically supported this application and were very pleased to see that historic landmarks such as this were being renovated to preserve them.
13.3 10/01576/LBC Corbetts Bridge No 75, Montgomery Canal – Demolition and rebuilding of section wall affecting a Grade 11 listed building – Members were again very supportive of this application and pleased to support it.
13.4 10/01138/FUL Lesside, Gibraltar Lane, Treflach –Renewal of extant permission ref 07/14922/OUT. – Mmebers had no real objection to this application but were concerned that there were five applications being looked at for large new dwellings in Treflach at present and the village is small to take on these large 4/5 bedroomed properties.

13.5 10/01670/FUL South of Llanforda Ucha – erection of a barn and extension to existing stock building. – Members fully supported this application
13.6 10/01683/FUL Brynaber, Coed Y Go – erection of a detached open fronted double garage – Mmebers fully supported this application
13.7 10/00173/LBC Morda Mill, Morda Bank – removal of internal walls, stairway and facilities, insertion of partition walls and alterations to roofline to facilitate conversion to residential apartments. – Members supported the application with the stipulation that any pipeworks, drains etc must be hidden and that the outside look of the building should not be spoilt.

13.8 10/01545/FUL Holly Cottage, Morton – Members support this application for Affordable Housing
Councillors discussed at this point the issue of planning applications that arrive with the clerk after the agenda for the meeting has gone out but before the meeting. They cannot be discussed because they are not on the agenda and applicants cannot attend as members of the public to ask for support if they do not know it is to be discussed. The clerk was asked to ask for an extension on the date for comments to be received by the Shropshire Council for any applications that fall into that category.

13.9     A list of planning decisions was circulated to members for information.

14.0 Matters Arising
14.1 Trefarclawdd Cemetery.
There is some concern regarding the rafting that has been put in by the contractor and a meeting had been held by the Cemetery Committee with the contractor. He has been asked to make some changes where the rafting has been extended too far in one instance and to tidy up some edges where the rafting has been stepped. The cemetery entrance on the right looks quite untidy due to the tree that was burnt when the vandalism took place. The tree has been cutback but still looks untidy. The cemetery group will meet again before the next meeting and present a report on the proposals and finance needed for further work.
14.2 Parish Boundary- Nantmawr

Following the April meeting a letter was sent to Llanyblodwel Parish Council requesting that they look at 5 houses in Nantmawr that are in Llanyblodwel Parish but are sited opposite houses in Oswestry Rural Parish because the boundary runs along the middle of the road. No reply had been received to date.

14.3  Morda Village – raising the profile & VDS Update
Cllr P May was concerned that contractors are digging up the road in Trefonen Road, Morda although developers of the new estate there were going to surface the road.
There are signs in Morda indicating that the Pre School is at the Village Hall but these signs need to be removed and new ones put up indicating that the Pre School is now houses at the back of the school.

There had been a recent meeting at Centre North West regarding issues at Glentworth Woods. This meeting had been organised by Shaun Burkey, an officer at Shropshire Council because local children had made a cycle track some time ago and these children had now grown up and a new set of children had taken over the woods. The residents of Glentworth who use the woods for walking were very concerned because the children were unruly and they were very unhappy .There was great strength of feeling from the floor and residents wanted action. As part of that action a questionnaire was going out to all residents of Morda asking what they wanted to see in Morda  and when the results of the survey was received action would be taken to try to tidy up the wood and to try to make a bike track elsewhere for the children.
A group of children from Morda had attended the last Local Joint Committee meeting at Llanyblodwel and had put forward some ideas of what they would like to see in Morda. They brought up suggestions for a zebra crossing on the Miners Arms crossroads, more street lights in The Terraces, a bike stand in the village, a small football net on the Parker Leighton estate and the use of a toilet at the village hall when they are playing. A youth club is still being progressed when a youth leader can be arranged.
14.4 Morton Playing Field Lease
There has been no response from the Morton Church solicitors and the clerk was asked to write again expressing disappointment that no response was returned within the month. The Council are now presuming that the church is agreeing to the maintenance of the playing field.
14.5 Quarry/Railway/Waterways Update
There was nothing to report on these areas.

14.6 Road Traffic Accidents in Maesbury
Members want to move forward on the activated signs for permanent signs now that Shropshire have agreed the new policy. The clerk was asked to contact Highways for an update on the data collected on speed counters.
14.7 Planning for a flourishing Shropshire
Discussion was undertaken regarding councillors perception of the maps of the villages showing hatched areas of possible sites for development. Cllr Hunt commented that the hatched areas may not necessarily be built upon and it is a consultation document. The consultation is up until 25th June and it is asking for the local communities to tell Shropshire Council how they would like their villages to be developed for the next 15 years.

Views were from some councillors that development would bring more children to fill the schools that are at risk of closure but others thought that it was ‘closure lists that closed schools’ because parents did not want to risk putting their child in a school that would sometime close so they went elsewhere.

Cllr P Richardson then proposed an extraordinary meeting to invite the relevant officers from Shropshire Council to tell the public what the consultation meant to the Parish. This proposal was seconded by Cllr J Middleton and the 14th June was decided as an appropriate date. Cllr V Byrne apologised for absence for this date. 
14.8 Affordable Housing Exception Sites
The chairman, Cllr P Richardson had met Dave Parker, Shropshire Council and was surprised that talks were at an advanced stage regarding sites in Maesbury. The proven local need was cascaded out to a radius of 6 ½ miles and the caveat was that 3000 must be in the village. Cllr Barrow was astounded at this news and shocked that these talks were at an advanced stage.

15.0 Other Correspondence
15.1 Highways  Agency – Junction on the A5 at Aston
The Council were very pleased with the prompt action and result to improve the junction.

15.2 Letter of Thanks
A letter of thanks had been received from Val Talbot following the Community Award presented to her at the April meeting.

15.3 Shropshire Council

A briefing note regarding Waste prevention and an increase in recycling was received for information.
15.4 Lanyon Bowdler, Solicitors
A letter was received informing the Council that their solicitors, Longueville Gittins have been transferred to Lanyon Bowdler. The office will still be in Oswestry and staff will be dealing with the Parish affairs as usual.
16.0 COMMUNITY SUPPORT
None 
17.0 FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
	Chq No
	Payee
	Amount

	1114
	Sweeney Hall
	465.75

	1115
	J Middleton
	17.25

	1116
	I Ashley
	17.25

	1117
	V J Smout – Clerk
	567.82

	1118
	Inland Revenue
	205.14

	1119
	Lawrence Direct
	83.29

	1120
	Royce Landscapes
	761.00

	1121
	Broker Network Ltd
	585.08


These payments were proposed for payment by Cllr P Richardson and seconded by Cllr V Byrne.
18.0 Items for the next agenda from councillors

Interactive Speed Signs
The meeting closed at 9.02pm
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