0SWESTRY RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 27th August 2010
 at Trefonen Village Hall 
Present – Councillors –   W Cheetham (Chair), J Middleton, I Ashley, J Barlow, P Broomby, V Byrne, S Chalk, B Evans, E Evans,  P May, P Richardson 
Cllr J Barrow – Shropshire Council     
1.0
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors V Hunt, D Jones, S Jones  and R Milton   
2.0
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There were nine members of the public present.
Two people wished to speak to the Council. Mrs Ashley asked that the Council took recommendations made in the Design Plan for the Rhydycroesau Area ( Lllanforda and Sychtyn Wards including the whole of the Old Racecourse Common, Cefn Canol and Lledrod) into account when making a decision as to what comments they would put forward regarding the planning application for Pentre Issa, Trefonen. She quoted the Recommendations made on P 25. 2.  ‘ Preference and support should be given to applications for barn conversions and the restoration of derelict properties which aim to provide a number of affordable houses and/or workshops rather than one large dwelling. This is one of the few chances in this area to provide houses to meet local needs’.                                                    
Mr Reg Jones from  Gwernybrenin voiced his concerns regarding speeding vehicles on the Oswestry side of the Ball public House in Maesbury. The traffic comes around the bend and vehicles trying to come out of the junction have great difficulty. He asked that the limit sign is moved to prevent this happening.
3.0
MINUTES


To confirm the Minutes of the meeting held on the 30th July 2010.

The minutes of the 30th July were proposed to be adopted as a true record by Cllr P May and seconded by Cllr V Byrne. All were in favour
4.0
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest. Cllr V Byrne declared an interest later in the agenda at 8.7 as clerk to Llanymynech & Pant Parish Council and Cllrs W Cheetham and P Broomby at 8.13 regarding Trefonen Village Hall application.
5.0
SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL REPORT FOR INFORMATION
Cllr J Barrow said she had little to report because she had emailed all items of concern during the month. She did report that Shropshire Council have to reduce their management staff by 30% to make a saving of 3 million. The Director of Resources will be leaving on 3rd September and there will be other staff cuts.
6.0
POLICE REPORT

 P C Dale attended and reported incidents since the last meeting. 

There had been 2 break ins at the same property on 7th August and again between 16th/17th August where tools had been stolen. There had been vandalism of the phone kiosk in Morda and 2 quad bikes taken from two different farms in Morton and sleepers had also been taken. There had been 4 domestic incidents during the month. 
Cllr Barlow reported that a resident from Morda was very concerned about speeding traffic in Weston Road, Morda. There are no pavements and it is very dangerous for pedestrians. 

7.0     HIGHWAYS REPORT

The Highways Report was circulated and updated. Councillors reported where action had been taken and works completed. Reminders of any unfinished work would be sent to highways by the clerk. 
8.0       PLANNING MATTERS
8.1
10/02718/OUT Land at 11 St Annes Drive, Morda – outline application for the erection of a dwelling ( All matters reserved) – Members were aware that there was a TPO ( Tree Preservation Order) on a tree that had been taken down on the plot that planning permission was being applied for and that ruling says that this tree must be replaced with a tree of the same type. They asked that the rules are applied and that they would like a tree put back in the same place and that it is allowed to grow to maturity.
8.2
10/03093/COU Former Burgess Building, Mile Oak Industrial Estate – Change of use from agricultural machinery & equipment, showroom, display sales and repair to car showroom, sales and repairs.- This application had been permitted by Shropshire Council under delegated powers since the agenda went out
 8.3
10/02696/OUT Land at Weston Cotton House, Weston Lane, Weston – outline application for the erection of one dwelling and formation of new vehicular and pedestrian accesses. – This application had been refused by Shropshire Council since the agenda went out.
8.4
10/03085/FUL Allt Y Rhiw, Wern Ddu.Trefonen – Erection of a detached single storey building to house a swimming pool following demolition of existing garage.- Members fully supported this application and commented that the swimming pool would be a good reserve of water in the event of a fire ever occurring again at this property.
8.5
10/03161/FUL 2 Sycamore Fields, Maesbury – Erection of a single storey pitched roof side extension and porch to the front.- Members fully supported this application.
8.6
10/03079/VAR Rhandir Issa, Croesaubach-  variation to condition 2 attached to planning permission 08/15603/FUL to allow for changes to internal layout, fenestration and retention/re-use of existing pig sties – Members fully supported this application.
8.7
Powys Council – P2010 0762 – Route to Carno travelling from Ellesmere Port to Carno – 18 wind turbines, transformer housing, anemometer mast, control building etc – consultation replies by 8th September – Cllr V Byrne declared an interest as clerk to Llanymynech and Pant Parish Council. These routes have been tested with dry runs of moving these turbines and members are concerned that the A483 through Llynclys could be damaged and properties along the route could suffer due to the vibration and width of the vehicles. Police are against the moving being through the night because of safety issues but members asked that the Council ask that the movement is done during the night because there are two accident blackspots along the route at Maesbury Road Junction and at Llynclys crossroads and these movements in the daytime could cause chaos.
8.8
10/03434/OUT Adjacent to 1 Nant Lane, Morda – outline application for the erection of one dwelling to include access.- Members have concerns regarding this application. Access is not ideal due to a very bad bend right outside the property and Members are concerned that this is a garden development and thought that the law has now changed regarding such applications.
8.9
09/02617/FUL Pentre Issa, Trefonen –  conversion of agricultural buildings to residential unit and domestic space ancillary to existing dwelling and associated internal and external works including demolition of buildings. - details of amended information.-  Members quoted page 25 of the Design Plan for the Rhydycroesau Area regarding barn conversions and wished this to be the comment send forward.
8.10
10/03421/OUT Sycamore Cottage,Treflach – Outline Application (all matters reserved) for the erection of two detached dwellings with detached garages – Members are concerned about access to this site along a very narrow lane which comes out near a bad bend in Treflach. The lane is also crossed by Offas Dyke path and the movement of lorries carrying heavy loads could damage this very historic path.
8.11
10/03316/HRM- Hedgerow, South East of Oerley Hall, Llanforda – remove 76 metres of hedgerow for improvement of visibility and highway widening – quote VDS to protect stone walls and hedging must be reinstated as existing one.
8.12
10/03553/AGR Erection of an agricultural storage shed – Field South of Old Mapsis Way, Morda – This application was sent to the Parish Council for information only but members are concerned about  the use and asked if there was a genuine need for this storage.

8.13
10/03484/FUL Trefonen Village Hall – Erection of a single storey extension – Members actively supported this application.

Cllr P Broomby, Cllr W Cheetham and the clerk declared an interest in this item. 
8.14
Planning Decisions since the last meeting on 30th July 2010 – A list of decisions made since the last meeting had been circulated.
8.15
10/03306/FUL – Crumpwell Farm, Maesbury Road, Maesbury – Erection of agricultural shed for cattle housing.- Members fully supported this application.
9.0
MATTERS ARISING
9.1

Morton Playing Field Lease


Cllr V Byrne read out a letter from the PCC’s solicitors, Hinckley, Birch & Exham, from 1985 and this said (quote) ‘ The Parochial Church Council met on 20th March, and after considering advice I had given them, and subject to the consent of the Charity Commissioners, instructed me to open negotiations with your Council for the Lease of the land for recreational use to your Council, if your Council wishes to enter into such negotiations. The intention would be that, as the Conveyance of 1926 and the Act of 1859 which is largely incorporated therein expressly provided that the PCC are to retain the management and direction of the playing field, your Council would accept the lease, which would be at a peppercorn rent, as agents or delegates for the PCC. It is at this point that the views of the Charity Commissioners are awaited, namely whether the PCC are legally entitled to delegate their responsibility or to appoint agents, and if so whether a lease is a proper method of achieving this purpose’. The Council believes that the Charity Commission was never contacted and do not know whether they were prepared to approve the lease.
Members discussed the issue and decided that they wanted to stand with their decision from the previous meeting to end the lease but to endorse that they will carry on the maintenance of the field for the community.
9.2
Parish Boundary at Nantmawr

 Cllr P May did not attend a meeting as promised because the Llanyblodwel Parish Council only meet every two months. He would attend the next meeting. He also asked that the clerk report to Shropshire Council that there is an instance of fly tipping in Coal Lane, Nantmawr .
9.3
Morda Village – raising the Profile & Village Design Statement 

Cllr P May was unsure whether anyone had been found to run the youth club. Councillor Middletonhad attended the meetings regarding the setting up of a new youth club and the clerk informed the meeting that two ladies had volunteered to visit other youth clubs with youth leaders from Shropshire Council with a view to running one in  Morda. The clerk reminded members of the Fun day being held in Morda on 12th September.

9.4

Morton Playing Field Lease – error. This was a duplication of item 9.1
9.5
Quarry/Railway/Waterways Report – Cllr P May reported that there will be a railway meeting in October. He had attended a waterways meeting and had reported the issue of bonfires being built and causing a nuisance to residents living along the canal. He had been met with some hostility and had said that they only visited the area twice a year and on those occasions finish work by 5pm but Cllr V Byrne commented that this was true, they did only visit twice a year but when they lit the bonfires they blazed away for two or three days.
9.6
Flashing signs at Maesbury


 The flashing signs promised for Maesbury are in place but not switched on yet. Members assume that this will be done before the start of the new school term on 7th September. They will flash ‘Amber’ when the school is open.
9.7
Shropshire Economy Consultation - Feedback


Members had circulated copies of the consultation during the last month and comments were as follows.

Some of the data went back to 2007, Oswestry seems to get quite a bad review , various comments throughout the consultation saying that Shropshire needs a university, and some doubt as to the percentage quoted for farming being 0.6%.The clerk asked that individual comments should be sent to her by mid September and that she would send the comments in by 30th September.
9.8
Old Mapsis Way – Maintenance

This item deferred until the next meeting after a response is received.

9.9
     Future Consultation on Planning Applications

Members discussed the possibility of the planning papers being shown from the clerk’s laptop with a projector. Shropshire Council cannot provide a projector but the clerk had enquired if they could cost one up under their scheme.
     9.10   Noticeboards Needed – replacement at Aston, New one at Morda, replacement at Trefonen.

The clerk suggested that a new double sided noticeboard is acquired for Trefonen because the existing one is inadequate for the Parish Notices and other community notices. One side should be locked with the Parish notices and the other side left available for other notices. Due to the fact that the board at Aston has disappeared it was suggested that the one at Trefonen be moved to Aston and a new acquired for Trefonen. There is also a need for one in Morda and a site be sought in the middle of the village. Cllr I Ashley asked that a small one be put at Pentre Cefn as well. The clerk was asked to cost up these suggestions and to put the item on the agenda next meeting.
9.11

IT Equipment for the Council

This item was covered under 9.9

9.12
Local Joint Committees – Looking Forward


Cllr P Broomby reported that Shropshire Council has proposed reducing the number of Local Joint Committees from 28 to 21 and the St Oswalds one is threatened. Several suggestions had been put forward and one of these was that they join up with the Oswestry Town one. This would have some advantages but Rhydycroesau would not be included and would be out on a limb.


Another suggestion was to join with Selattyn and Gobowen. Members were not happy with any changes and suggested that as we were the pilot for the joint committees in the first instance and were told how successful it had been that we should fight any cuts. It was proposed by Cllr P Richardson and seconded by Cllr P May that a strong letter is sent to Shropshire Council opposing these cuts and stating how successful they have been in our area. A copy of the letter should go to Shropshire Councillors – J Barrow, K Barrow, V Hunt and to Owen Paterson MP.
10.0
OTHER CORRESPONDENCE

 Items for consideration (information items will be circulated at the meeting) 
Shropshire Council 

10.1
Core Strategy Development Plan – submission to Secretary of State


This letter was for information.

10.2
Statement of Community Involvement- Draft for Consultation

Members asked that further copies are requested and circulated to all councillors before the next meeting. Comments are needed by the end of October.

10.3
Working with Communities on planning & regeneration for places in Shropshire.- This is to notify Parish Councils that there is a toolkit available to consult with the public in village halls to find out what the community really want. It was suggested that Lois Dale, the officer responsible at Shropshire Council is invited to the next meeting to fully explain what the Parish Council will get out of such a consultation.
Other 

10.4
K Kimber – Offer to support the use of the Rural Toolkit and considering whether it would be a useful way of updating the VDS for Trefonen, Treflach & Nantmawr.- Members asked that a letter of thanks is sent to Mrs Kimber and to inform her that the Council will invite Lois Dale to the next meeting for more information.
10.5
ALLOTMENTS – TREFONEN AREA (letters from residents)

The clerk has received 3 letters from Trefonen residents asking for allotments. A leaflet showing members the legalities of a Parish Council running allotments was circulated with the papers and it states that if 6 or more residents make a request The Council must try to arrange for allotments to be made available. This item will be put on the next agenda if the required number of requests is made.
11.0
FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

A list of payments was circulated to all members and Cllr P Richardson proposed that they be paid as per the list. This proposal was seconded by Cllr P May.
	Chq No
	Payee
	Amount

	1133
	V Smout – Clerk
	563.68

	1134
	Inland Revenue
	205.14

	1135
	SLCC
	118.00

	1136
	Lawrence Direct 
	62.15

	1137
	Royce Landscapes Total
	641.00

	
	
	£1589.97


12.0
ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA FROM COUNCILLORS

Cllr J Middleton – Boundaries for voting purposes.
Cllr P Richardson – Speed Limit, Maesbury

Cllr I Ashley – Dates of November & December meetings

Cllr D Jones – pavement from Woolstpon Bank to Maesbury

Cllr P May – review of footpaths in Morda

The meeting closed at 8.45pm
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