0SWESTRY RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 11th December  2009
 at MORDA VILLAGE HALL
Present – Councillors – I Ashley, J Barlow, P Broomby, W Cheetham, E. Evans, D Jones, S Jones, P May, J Middleton and P Richardson (Chair)
Cllr J Barrow – Shropshire Council

CSO H Bishop - Police

1.0
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors P May (sick) and R Milton (work )and V Byrne
2.0
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There were no members of the public present.
3.0
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The minutes of the meeting held on 30th October 2009 were accepted as a true record .
Proposal: The minutes were proposed to be accepted by Councillor W Cheetham  and seconded by Councillor I Ashley. All members were in favour of the proposal.
4.0
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

	Councillor W Cheetham
	10.6 Trefonen Bus Shelter

	Councillor S Jones
	11.10 Proposed Pant Glas/Brogyntyn Park Conservation Area 


5.0       CO-OPTION OF A NEW COUNCILLOR
The Council need to fill the position vacated by Cllr D Meredith for Maesbury with Aston Ward. All councillors had a copy of a letter from candidate, Mrs Sue Chalk.
Mrs Chalk attended the meeting and gave a short talk on her history and why she was interested in the position. She was then asked to leave the room whilst members discussed her suitability. Cllr P Richardson proposed that the Council elect Mrs Chalk as a councillor for Maesbury with Aston and this was seconded by Cllr D Jones. All other councillors unanimously agreed.
6.0
SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL REPORT FOR INFORMATION
Councillor J Barrow reported that there would be no increase in council tax. Savings needed in the budget were 7.1K and 2K savings was needed in 2011.Government were cutting their grant to the Council and these funds would have to be made up from elsewhere. Veolia had sent letters out regarding waste collection and the fact that they will not be collecting from properties on un-adopted roads and that residents will have to take their bins to the main road. There were some exemptions for elderly and disabled and forms were available if this were the case. The proposal to cancel route 71A bus service has caused concern from the public. Cllr Barrow has spoken with Tanat Valley Motors to see if the monitoring of passengers is efficient and exact. It appears that at the end of the process of consultation some compromise may be possible. The decision on the supermarket issue in Oswestry will be decided at the end of March following consultation. Cllr A. Walpole is the only Oswestry councillor sitting on the strategic committee and he is trying to get more councillors to sit on the board.
Concerning the 71A bus service Cllr Cheetham commented that passengers travelling to relatives in Shrewsbury would not be able to get back if the service was terminated. The elderly will suffer particularly. There is a link bus but it is only twice a week.
Cllr Broomby was concerned that Oak Lane in Treflach was un-adopted and asked if all residents would need to put their bins out on the main road. This would create a very serious danger because there are no footpaths on that main road and it is very narrow.
7.0
POLICE REPORT
CSO Hannah Bishop attended.  She reported that five people had been arrested in Maesbury on a drugs related offence. There had been 7 domestics in Morda and there had been 1 arrest. A cast iron bath had been stolen and lifted onto a vehicle. 
8.0     HIGHWAYS REPORT

The Highways Report was circulated and updated.
A grid opposite the Village Hall, Rhydycroesau had sunk leaving a deep hole. The clerk was asked to report this. There was no salt in Pit Lane, Treflach and a request for Highways  to restock was requested. The grit box in Rhydycroesau had been moved last year to the opposite side of the road but the grit had been dropped where the old box had been situated. Could the new box be filled?  
9.0       PLANNING MATTERS
9.1
09/03250/FUL. Hope House Hospice, Morda – Erection of a single storey building including additional car parking, provision of tranquillity garden and diversion of existing footpath. – Councillors commented that the extension seemed very big and outside of the village plan.
9.2
09/03285/OUT. Land at Waen Lane, Maesbury Marsh, Maesbury. – Erection of an affordable dwelling – Cllr P Richardson commented that residents were objecting to this application because there is a history of flooding in this area and that there are other houses available in the village. Cllr D Jones, after seeking advice from Shropshire Council, had supported the application . Councillors asked that Dave Parker, Shropshire Council is invited to the next Parish meeting to speak on the Affordable Housing and the proven local connection that applicants must have.

9.3
Any planning applications since agenda went out.
08/15677- Pool Cottage Middleton Road Middleton- Incorporation of land into residential curtilage and erection of garaging and shed/log store – No Comments
Cllr Hunt asked that the clerk does not write ‘No Comments’ when sending in to planning. A brief explanation as to what the objections are or no objection to this application would be better.
9.4
Planning Decisions since the last meeting on 30th October 2009 were circulated.
10.0
MATTERS ARISING
10.1
Trefarclawdd cemetery – Update
The clerk has managed to locate a map of the cemetery and adjoining fields and would send the farmer a copy and await comments. Works for the winter had been agreed with the contractor and these would be done during the next month or so. The rafting and path laying had been contracted but the contractor was busy until after the new year.
10.2
Risk Assessment

The 2nd draft of a risk assessment was circulated to all members and they were asked to send comments to the clerk before the next meeting so that it could be adopted at the January meeting.
10.3
Morton Playing Field Lease- Update
An email had been received from Longueville Gittins and copied to all members. The suggestion was that the Council renew the lease and ask for the lease to cover 99 years instead of 21 years. This would avoid solicitors fees and work in the future. The clerk would relay this to Longueville Gittins.

10.4
Morda Village – raising the Profile & Village Design Statement – Parish Representation 

Cllr Janet Barlow reported that she had attended a further meeting and Debbie Marais, Regeneration Officer form Shropshire Council had also attended to give advice. £2000 had been requested through the Local Joint Committee to use for printing, venue rents and a notice board for Morda. A flyer was to be circulated in January throughout the village. The clerk had been given the details of the VDS bank account and had posted out the community support donations from Cllrs Barlow and Middleton as agreed in the previous meeting. A representative was requested from the Parish Council and Cllr J Middleton was nominated. Cllr P Richardson proposed and Cllr B Evans seconded the motion.
10.5
Trefonen Play Equipment/Play Area – Update

Cllr P Broomby reported that there would be ‘Carols on the Green’ on the following Friday, 18th December starting at 6pm and flyers were circulated. The Trefonen Playing Fields questionnaire had had a very good response and they were being analysed. Pre School were now looking at the possibility of siting the demountable building on the school grounds. Councillors were asked for ideas for fund raising if they had any.

A letter was circulated from Mrs K Kimber regarding the siting of some trees around the Chapel Green after speaking with Shaun Burkey, Shropshire Council who would provide the trees. The community would be asked to plant them. Councillors were concerned that the hedge would be too high and children playing on the green could not be seen.Also, the maintenance of the trees was questioned.The clerk will contact Mr Burkey and report at the next meeting.

10.6
Trefonen Bus Shelter

3 quotes had been received to put a window in the side and the back of the bus shelter. Councillors agreed with the lowest quote of £370 providing that the glass was safety glass.


The motion was proposed by Cllr V Hunt and seconded by Cllr I Ashley. Cllr D Jones was against the motion.

10.7
Quarry/Railway/Waterways Report 

Cllr P Richardson reported that when Oswestry Borough Council was still in existence works were undertaken on Montgomery Canal and he had been assured that it would become a conservation area. The clerk was asked to write to Peter Booth or his successor to ensure that this would be the case.

Cllr P Broomby reported that she had attended a tree planting ceremony at Queens Head in memory of a resident from that area. Unfortunately the event was poorly attended but the event went ahead.


Cllr V Byrne had requested that a letter of support to British Waterways be sent to try for grant funding for a stretch in Morton. The clerk had sent a letter before the meeting.

10.8
Shropshire Core Strategy – Policy Directions 

The Parish Council are awaiting more information concerning the outcome of the consultation and how parish Councils will be involved.
10.9

Interactive Speed Signs


Mrs Sue Chalk had been investigating the speed signs in her role as secretary of the Community Group in Maesbury. The Parish Council will need to identify 3 sites where speeding occurs and then Shropshire Council will covertly measure speeds. If the majority of cars are exceeding 35mph Shropshire Council will pay for the signs, if speeds are between 31-35MPH then Shropshire and the Parish pay 50/50 and if speeds are below 30mph the Parish pay. The Council would like to carry this forward so the clerk was asked to investigate costs, times etc and report to the next meeting.
11.0
OTHER CORRESPONDENCE
11.1
Standards in Local Government

A new booklet on ‘Standards in Local Government’ has been produced and the clerk asked if councillors would like a copy. 4 councillors requested one.
11.2
Local Bus Service 71A

This item had been covered after Shropshire Council report earlier in the agenda.
11.3
Proposed Election Fees 

Shropshire Council have proposed that Parishes pay £2 per elector as their proportion of the fees. It was agreed that provision would be made when setting the precept and to make allowances on an annual basis to put some money in reserves to cover election costs in the future.

11.4
Letter of Support for project to improve The Shropshire Way

A letter of support had been requested to aid grant funding to improve the Shropshire Way with signs and items of historical interest. Councillors were very happy to support this and the clerk would send a letter.
11.5
Hope House Request for donations

A letter asking for donations was read out to the meeting and members agreed that they would consider the request when making their community support donations.

11.6
Land Registry – registering land 

The Clerk had received a telephone call from Land Registry office in Telford informing her that if the Parish could identify the land they had that was not registered a special offer of £30 per site would be charged to do so. The clerk was asked to draw up a list and calculate the costs that would be needed.

11.7
Affordable Housing Exception Sites

Some maps of sites highlighting single sites in Maesbury and Treflach. Cllr V Hunt commented that any new sites would have 9  out of 21 dwellings allocated to affordable housing. There are 8 thousand on the housing list in Shropshire and 32 on the list for emergency housing are for Oswestry.
11.8
Proposed Changes to Speed Limit in Treflach

The clerk had sent a letter back to Shropshire Council with the comments she had received by email from councillors highlighting the dangers along the route in Treflach.

11.9
Shropshire Council – Deletion/Addition to amend the line of footpath 13Y

A notice had been received showing the line of the new footpath.

11.10
Proposed Pant Glas/Brogyntyn Park Conservation Area

Councillors welcomed the proposal of a conservation area and the clerk was instructed to write to confirm this.

11.11
Shropshire Council – Rural Community Engagement

This correspondence was circulated

11.12
Shropshire Council – Maintaining High Quality Education Provision

The clerk had produced a summarised report from the circular from Shropshire Council. Cllr D Jones commented that Shropshire Council should be chasing the budget to ensure the schools stay open.
11.13
Shropshire Council – Invitation to Council’s Budget Consultation


Members were invited to attend a meeting to discuss the budget with Shropshire Council for the coming year at a meeting at The Council Office, Oswestry on 14th January.

12.0
COMMUNITY SUPPORT
Councillor E Evans  - £15 Severn Hospice, Councillor W Cheetham - £30 Hope House

Councillor I Ashley - £25 Hope House, £20 County Air Ambulance and £20 Macmillan Nurses
Councillor B Evans - £20 Hope House

Councillor V Hunt - £35 Citizens Advice Bureau & £30 Morda Community Garden

13.0
FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

	Chq No
	Payee
	Amount

	1058
	V J Smout – Clerk
	669.77

	1059
	Inland Revenue
	459.21

	1060
	V J Smout – Clerk 
	560.28

	1061
	Rhydycroesau Village Hall
	30.00

	1062
	V & W Electrics 
	574.22

	1063
	Mark Evans
	24.00

	1064
	Royce Landscapes
	783.00

	1065
	Lawrence Direct
	53.64

	1066
	Morda & Sweeney Village Hall
	20.00

	1067
	Royal British Legion
	26.50

	1068
	Morda Village Plan Comm.
	130.00

	
	Total
	£3330.62


 Proposal: To pay the list of payments as listed.

Cllr J Barlow proposed that the payments are paid as listed and this was seconded by Cllr D Jones
14.0
ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA FROM COUNCILLORS

There were no items requested

Meeting Closed at 8.52pm
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