0SWESTRY RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 29th January 2010
 at Maesbury School
Present – Councillors – I Ashley, J Barlow, P Broomby, S Chalk, W Cheetham, V Hunt, D Jones, S Jones, P May, J Middleton and P Richardson (Chair)
Cllr J Barrow – Shropshire Council

P C P Dale - Police

1.0
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors B Evans ( prior commitment), E Evans (prior commitment), V Byrne (weather) and R Milton.
2.0
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There were three members of the public present although none wished to address the council.
3.0
Visit by Dave Parker, Shropshire Council
Dave Parker attended to speak to councillors about Affordable Exception sites. He was happy to take questions.
He gave a brief description of what Exception Sites were and the new Policy which was adopted by the Council in July 2009.

The policy allows developments of affordable housing which would not normally be allowed, such as outside settlement boundaries and in small villages. Affordable Housing is defined as housing provided at below market prices for people who are unable to afford to purchase or rent houses generally available on the open market. Affordable Housing is only available for households whose means (income and savings) are not sufficient to buy or rent a home on the open market. ‘Exception Site’ developments will normally contain a mix of affordable housing for rent and for sale. Shropshire Council encourages local people to build their own affordable home to meet their own housing needs so long as the site is in a recognisable settlement and its future value is controlled to ensure that it remains affordable to other local people in the future.
A single plot exception plot applicant must satisfy the criteria which is that the site is in a suitable location and the occupier is in housing need and has a strong local connection. The Parish Council will be approached by the applicant for confirmation of their local connection during the process and the Council will also be approached when a planning application is made for its comments on the proposed site and design. Several discussions were made concerning about market values, when a site was sold at a later date and whether the council tax paid would be less because the market value was less. Mr Parker assured councillors that he would make enquiries regarding some issues that he could not answer and would contact them with the answers. He was thanked for his very worthwhile talk.
4.0
MINUTES


To confirm the Minutes of the meeting held on the 11th December 2009 
The minutes were proposed as a true record following two amendments. 6.0.should read Oak Lane not Pit Lane and at 11.7 should read that there are 8 – 8.5 thousand people on the housing waiting list in Shropshire and 32 on the list for Oswestry.
Proposal: The minutes were proposed to be accepted by Councillor V Hunt  and seconded by Councillor W Cheetham. All members were in favour of the proposal.
5.0
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest.
6.0
SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL REPORT FOR INFORMATION
Councillor J Barrow reported. She reported that she had forwarded a great number of emails during the past month due to the snow and gritting situations and asked that anyone who did not want to receive them informed her.
She reported that the weight restriction situation in Maesbury and surrounding lanes had lots of objections and this would now go to full consultation. If only one person objects it will go to the planning committee meeting.

Cllr Barrow had spoken to the portfolio holder regarding the 71A bus route proposal and he informed her that passengers were subsidised by £5 per person and this would be reduced to £4 per person soon. This means that the bus companies will have to absorb the cost and if they will not agree to do this the service will finish.
The Council had had many problems with grit in that it was being stolen by individuals out of the gritting bins. Cllr Barrow stressed that the grit belongs to the Council and it is an offense to steal it. The grit should be used on the stretch of road where the grit bin is sited and not for anyone’s drive or path.

She also reported that the building of the new leisure centre had halted due to the fact that the gates on the site have been locked. Shropshire Council have received calls from creditors and it is the belief of the Council that Galliers are in receivership. Tenders will need to be done again.

7.0
POLICE REPORT
P C Dale attended and reported on crimes since the last meeting. There had been a burglary in Morda on 18th January when an amount of money had been stolen, a BMW car had been stolen between 12th – 14th December and some sheep had been stolen from a farm in Sychtyn. Speed enforcement had been undertaken and tickets issued to motorists exceeding the speed limit.

8.0     HIGHWAYS REPORT

The Highways Report was circulated and updated. It was requested that Severn Trent were again reminded about the state of the road following their work last year.
9.0       PLANNING MATTERS
9.1
09/03771/FUL  Grey Stones, Crickheath. – conversion of garages into additional bedrooms. – No comments made
9.2
10/00049/OHL Plas Dympling to Vron , Chapel Lane, Trefonen – installation of an underground supply taken from an existing overhead service line. - No comments made
9.3
10/00137/LBC - Weston Mill, Weston Road, Morda- Internal and external alterations in connection with conversion of former mill into single residential dwelling affecting a Grade II Listed Building. – This application was positively supported by members who welcome the work being done to improve the mill.
9.4 
10/00116/FUL Tudor Griffiths Builders Merchants, Maesbury Road, Oswestry-Erection of a single storey extension to front . - No comments made

9.5
09/03250 Hope House Hospice, Morda – amendment to previous application – Members wished to add to their previous comments that night time lighting is kept to a minimum because at present the whole area around the building is very lit up.

9.6
Any planning applications since agenda went out

10/00221/FUL 2 Coed-y-Rae Cottages, Maesbury - Erection of extension and alterations to dwelling – Members had no objections to this application
09/03961/FUL 29 The Terraces Morda -Erection of a single storey extension - Members had no objections to this application

9.7
Planning Decisions since the last meeting on 11th December 2009
10.0
MATTERS ARISING
10.1
Trefarclawdd cemetery – Update
The clerk reported that the gates had been dipped and painted and returned, the trees on the East boundary had been levelled and she had contacted the contractor who was to do the rafting and the paths and this work was promised to be done by the end of Feb.
10.2
Risk Assessment

The 3rd draft of a risk assessment was circulated to all and after a few minor alterations the Risk Assessment was accepted. The clerk will circulate the Final Assessment at the next meeting.

It was proposed by Cllr J Middleton and seconded by Cllr P May that the Risk Assessment is accepted. All other members were in favour
10.3
Morton Playing Field Lease- Update
A copy of the new lease from Longueville Gittins was circulated and the Chair and Vice Chair needed to sign it. The new lease was dated from August 2007 running on from the last lease. Members were not happy that the lease was dated from 2007 and it was now 2010. They asked that, although the church would not agree to a 99year lease as they had requested, a 25 year lease would be more appropriate since 2 ½ years has already elapsed due to all the problems setting up a new lease. The clerk would inform Longueville Gittins that the Parish Council would like a 25year lease from August 2007.
10.4
Morda Village – raising the Profile & Village Design Statement – Parish Representation 

Councillor P May had nothing to report this month. Councillor Janet Barlow reported that 2 meetings of the Morda Village Design group had been held and a flyer and posters were about to be distributed. The Local Joint Committee had allocated £500 to the group to do the initial work to be able to gain information to get lottery funding to progress.
10.5
Trefonen Play Equipment/Play Area – Update


A consultation event has been held at Trefonen Village Hall with Shropshire Council staff showing options of three different play areas and asking the public to show their preference. The older children liked the tunnels off the Pit Mound and these will be included in the final plan if possible.
10.6
Trefonen Bus Shelter

The builder whose quote was accepted at the last meeting has been informed that the Parish Council would like him to carry out the work but no response as to when the work will be done has been received to date.
10.7
Quarry/Railway/Waterways Report 

Cllr P May reported that a Quarry meeting had been held in March when Cllr P Broomby had been welcomed. There was to be a railway platform formed in Pant and there had been complaints from residents that engines were blowing their whistles.

10.8
Planning Training – 3rd February – Maesbrook Village Hall. 7.30pm 

Councillors were informed that planning training had been arranged. Members asked what the agenda would be and the clerk would find out and circulate to them.
10.9

Interactive Speed Signs


Shropshire Council had sent a copy of the revised policy which has now been approved which they will now be working to. The funding arrangements have slightly altered from the draft policy and they can confirm that for each site that a vehicle activated sign is provided, an initial cost of £500 is payable as a one off payment and covers the cost of the installation of the concrete hard standing for the operatives moving the signs and also installation of the permanent post. The operating costs will then be £60 per site, per week. The proposed sites at Morda, Maesbury and Treflach have been added to their list of requests and they are currently working through the list to obtain speed data for each request to enable the funding arrangements to be decided. It would help however if the Parish could let me know if the speeding concerns in these villages are in the middle or at one of the ends of villages so that they can target their speed collection there. Members suggested the entry from Oswestry to Morda by the Old Mill building  between 8.15 and 9.15am, Maesbury near the lay by at the church between 8.30 and 9.30am and Treflach to Trefonen end near the little bridge between 5 and 6pm.

10.10
Trefonen – Grit Bins


There are currently 8 grit bins in Trefonen and grit was stolen from all. Members were concerned that there should be more grit bins sited around the villages so the clerk requested that councillors inform her where they think new bins should be sited. Shropshire Council will be contacted asking for these new sites to be considered. It was requested that more grit be dropped at Pit Lane as the supply already dropped has run out, a grit bin is needed at Newbridge, Maesbury, Ball Lane, Maesbury and near New Barns, Trefonen.
10.11
Chairmans Tenure of Office – possibility of a 2 year office


The possibility of extending the Chairman’s tenure of office to two years was discussed following training undertaken by the current Chair and Vice-Chair. The majority of members thought that one year was sufficient and due to the fact that there are 5 wards the chairmanship role can be shared around the wards. It was agreed to leave the tenure as one year.

10.12
Trefonen – Dog Fouling


A letter that Shropshire Council had circulated to some residents in Trefonen regarding dog fouling and a reply sent from a resident in Malthouse Close was discussed. It was asking dog walkers to clear up and pointing out a particular area that was being abused. It is the CSO’s responsibility to issue fixed penalty notices and the street scene staff of Shropshire Council also can issue them. They can only do so if culprits are caught and councillors were asked to report any culprits or make them aware of the consequences.
10.13
Refuse Collection – Wednesdays in Bailey Street – Health & Safety


There had been complaints that a refuse lorry drives up Bailey Street at approximately 11am when the street is full of pedestrians and has to wind its way between tables outside cafes and it is very dangerous. The clerk was asked to write to Shropshire Council explaining that the timing and Health and Safety issues should be reviewed.

11.0
OTHER CORRESPONDENCE

11.1
A Charter for Shropshire Councils – Draft for Consultation


A copy of the draft had been circulated and members were encouraged to respond.
11.2
Annual Emergency Planning Briefing – invitation to send representative


There was no one available to attend this meeting.
11.3
Shropshire Council – Rural Community Engagement – Hubs and Clusters


The Council have requested that they be included in one of the clusters and is waiting for a response .
11.4
Shropshire Council – Proposed 30mph speed limit in Coedygo


The Parish support this proposal and ask that the clerk requests a site visit.

11.5
Shropshire Partnership – Shropshire’s Night Time Economy


Members had received a copy of a letter and questionnaire and were encouraged to send their views.
11.6
Shropshire Council - Review of Public Conveniences


Members requested that the clerk responds and asks that the toilets on the Central Car Park in Oswestry are retained and that they are maintained to a higher standard.
11.7
Shropshire Council – Proposed Changes to Speed Limit in Treflach


Police have submitted an objection to the proposal so members asked if we cannot have the speed limit changed that physical calming measures are put in place. Also, that when any reviews are undertaken that the Parish Council see the results.
11.8
Shropshire Council – Introduction of Plastic Bottle Recycling Collection


The clerk was instructed to write to Shropshire Council and commend them for the introduction of plastic recycling that has just been commenced.
12.0
COMMUNITY SUPPORT
Councillor S Jones  - £35 Severn Hospice and £35 County Air Ambulance
Councillor P Broomby - £32.50 Hope House and £32.50 Macmillan Nurses
13.0
FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

	Chq No
	Payee
	Amount

	1069
	V J Smout – Clerk
	592.84

	1070
	Inland Revenue
	205.14

	1071
	Maesbury County Primary School - 
	120.00

	1072
	V & W Electrics
	385.49

	1073
	Royce Landscapes
	1105.00

	1074
	Lawrence Direct
	23.36

	1075
	Longueville Gittins
	632.50

	1076
	Severn Hospice
	15.00

	1077
	Hope House
	75.00

	1078
	County Air Ambulance
	20.00

	1079
	MacMillan Nurses
	20.00

	1080
	Citizens Advice Bureau
	35.00

	1081
	Morda Community Garden
	30.00

	
	Total
	£3259.33


 Proposal: To pay the list of payments as listed.

Cllr W Cheetham proposed that the payments are paid as listed and this was seconded by Cllr P Broomby. All members were in favour.

13.1
Setting the Precept for 2010/2011


Decision: To accept the precept figure as presented for 2010/11

The clerk presented the figures and notes making up the precept for the coming year. The income required to maintain the balances at the same level was £29141 making a precept figure of £19.04. This is based on the Shropshire Council - Council Tax base of £1530.49. This means that there will be a percentage decrease of 11.83% from last year.Two letters had been received, one from Mrs K Kimber asking if the Parish Council would consider putting electricity on Chapel Green for events. Members discussed this issue but were wary of maintenance costs and cost of supply. A mobile generator was suggested so that it could be shared around the wards in the Parish. The clerk was asked to find out costs and implications of both options.

The second letter was from Mr J Francis from Trefonen who is involved with the Youth Club. He was asking that £1000 that had been raised by grant funding from the Oswestry Crime Prevention panel in 2005 for a teen shelter in Trefonen. Following consultation with the residents it was never put in place. He wanted this money to be released to fund some youth work in the village. Members asked that the clerk find out if this grant money could legally be released and asked that Mr Francis produce a business case as he had offered to do. Following these discussions the Precept figure was proposed for acceptance by Cllr D Jones and seconded by Cllr I Ashley


14.0
ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA FROM COUNCILLORS
There were no items brought forward. Cllr S Chalk asked that her apologies be accepted for the next two meetings due to holiday commitments.
The meeting closed at 9.31pm
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