0SWESTRY RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 24th September 2010
 at Rhydycroesau Village Hall 
Present – Councillors –   W Cheetham (Chair), J Middleton, I Ashley, J Barlow, P Broomby, S Chalk, B Evans, E Evans, D Jones, S Jones and P May  
1.0
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors V Byrne, V Hunt, R Milton and P Richardson. Also from Cllr J Barrow – Shropshire Council      
2.0
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There were two members of the public present but they did not wish to speak.
3.0
MINUTES


To confirm the Minutes of the meeting held on the 27th August 2010.

The minutes of the 27th August were proposed to be adopted as a true record by Cllr J Middleton and seconded by Cllr I Ashley. All were in favour.
4.0
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr Broomby declared a personal & prejudicial interest in 11.0 Finance as one of the payees was a close friend.
5.0
SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL REPORT FOR INFORMATION
Cllr J Barrow could not attend but sent in an emailed report which the chair read out.
‘The Councils current building programme is the largest it has ever been and includes some significant projects that are currently at key milestones such as 150 school improvement projects funded by Schools Devolved Formula Capital are being completed in the current year, these projects range from £2000 to £200,000. Early years and children’s centres have either been completed, are in progress or nearing completion, none however are in the Oswestry Rural area.
The Council’s Carbon Reduction Programme is being implemented, projects include replacement boilers at Shirehall, replacement lighting schemes in sports halls and swimming pool areas. The combined heat and power unit at the Quarry swimming centre has been brought back into use and projects to improve swimming pool plant generally throughout the county are being undertaken. The £8million Oswald Park Active Lifestyle Centre in Oswestry has taken a step closer to completion after new contractors were appointed to finish the project. Graham Construction started work on 9th August 2010 with the project expected to be completed by summer 2011 (June hopefully). The 2.2 million project expected to refurbish and extend Holy Trinity Church of England Primary School in Oswestry started on site on 26th July 2010.Early Years and children’s centre facilities have either recently been completed or currently just commenced construction phase onsite included are Morda and Trefonen. Investment continues to take place in improving the physical activity infrastructure across the County. This is guided by a number of key strategies including the Shropshire Countryside Access Strategy, the Indoor Leisure Facility and the Outdoor Playing pitch Strategy. £1.2million funding was secured from the Department of Education to provide 22 improved play opportunities in Shropshire over two years, particularly for the 8 – 13 age groups. Unfortunately following recent announcements the second year of funding is now in doubt. A County Play Partnership has been developed to oversee and advise on activity as well as to develop a new Play Strategy for Shropshire. A key measure of success is children’s satisfaction with parks and play areas which has risen from 37.6% in 2008/09 to 53% in 2009/10, a reflection on increased young people satisfaction resulting from Play Builder funding and other initiatives. Glentworth Woods – about a dozen people and some children turned up last Saturday, some with tools and equipment. They had an introductory talk from Shaun Burkey regarding health and safety. They created two habitat piles and stacked a lot of brash that had been scattered around. They also made a mound of logs that they/residents can collect for their fires this winter. Three sturdy steps leading from the raised path down into the cleared area were made. Several hundred flowering native woodland bulbs, bluebells, ransoms, wood anemone and snowdrops are still to be planted at the next meeting. It is the intention to set up a constituted group and hopefully this could be a long and productive relationship between residents and Shropshire Council.’
A further email informed the clerk that the regeneration officer, Debbie Marais is leaving at the beginning of October. Sam Hine has made the necessary arrangements to put some cover in place over the next couple of months pending the restructure of the Community Working team. Peter Dunhill has been asked to cover our LJC and Arthur and I will meet him to identify the key priorities for him. He is an experienced community officer and has previously worked in part of our area and knows some of the key players. I am sure Pam will explain the cover when she gives her briefing on what is happening with LJC’s.’
6.0
POLICE REPORT

 No police presence could attend so the clerk read out an emailed report received from P C Dale. 

15 Sep - Outbuilding in Maesbury Marsh broken into and several power
tools stolen
26/27 Aug - Outbuilding broken into at Sweeney nothing stolen
7/8 Sep - Vehicle windscreen smashed in Morda
21/22 Aug - 2 chairs left outside Pre School at Morda damaged
23 Aug - Registration plate stolen from Jaguar motor vehicle parked in
Maesbury Marsh
25 Aug - 1 x arrest in Morda possession of cannabis
19/20 Sep - Red diesel stolen from Farm in Morton

New CSO has started, Laura VINER who used to work at Whitchurch.
7.0     HIGHWAYS REPORT

The Highways Report was circulated and updated. Councillors reported where action had been taken and works completed. Reminders of any unfinished work would be sent to highways by the clerk. It was requested that a letter be sent to Highways Agency thanking them for the work undertaken at Aston junction. A request to ask Shropshire highways whether Nantmawr bank would be resurfaced because it was covered in patches and also the traffic lights at Upper Brook Street seems to have had one of the heads of the lights turned. Could this be changed as it was disconcerting for drivers? Bellan Lane, Trefonen has been resurfaced recently but there are weeds growing through already. Could this be reported to Highways? 
8.0       PLANNING MATTERS
8.1
10/03709/FUL Stoneleigh, Morton, Oswestry – Erection of a single story extension to south east elevation including insertion of roof lights. – This application was supported by councillors.
8.2
10/03308/LBC Trefonen Hall, Trefonen – Internal and External alterations in connection with restoration of traditional farm buildings affecting a Grade 11 listed building.

8.3

Planning Decisions since the last meeting on 27th August 2010 – A list of decisions made since the last meeting had been circulated.
9.0
MATTERS ARISING
9.1
Old Mapsis Way - Maintenance


This item was deferred until more information was sought from Shropshire Council.
9.2
L J C Meetings – The Future


Councillor P Broomby reported that the LJC group that Oswestry Rural P C is in will be staying as it has been (subject to agreement from Shropshire Council’s full Council meeting in December). Cllr Gwilym Butler had said at the last meeting that there were strong feelings from councillors and they are being listened to. The proposal is to cut meetings from 4 a year to 2 and the lead officer from Shropshire Council will no longer be available. There could be a third meeting during the year if neighbouring LJC’s join forces on particular issues e.g. highways. The regeneration Officer, Debbie Marais has been very helpful in assisting different groups with applications for funding and it was requested that a letter of thanks be sent to her for her invaluable work and assistance. LJC are considering buying a vehicle activated signs with the cost being approximately £3120 for 1 unit. If a Parish wishes to have the sign there is a one off cost of £500 for each site to make the hard standing for the sign to sit on. Councillors suggested some suitable sites for the signs e.g. the lay-by outside the church in Maesbury, Near the Old Mill, Morda, the Treflach end of Trefonen near the bridge if the verge width would allow. Cllr Broomby stressed that a decision needed to be made to confirm the Council agrees with the proposal that the LJC buys the signs. Cllr Barlow suggested that the Council buys their own sign and the clerk questioned whether the Council would be able to get the base down by their own chosen contractor for an amount less than the £500 quoted. The Council finally agreed to the proposal in principle and would await more details.
9.3
Morda Village – raising the Profile & Village Design Statement 

Councillor J Barlow reported that the recent Fun day had been very successful. Cllr J Middleton expressed her praise for the help received on the day by Debbie Marais and other volunteers and that several volunteers had been recruited for the youth club on the day. A further Fun day will be organised for next year.
9.4
Morda – Review of footpaths

A letter had been received from a couple in Morda regarding a footpath stile between Milars Field and Hope House Hospice grounds. It is impossible to use the ‘footstep’ due to the height of the top rail. Also, there is barbed wire attached to one side of the stile on which it would be possible to catch a hand or clothing. The clerk had already contacted Shropshire Council regarding the matter and to inform him that it was a well used footpath. It was agreed to approach him to see whether a kissing gate would be appropriate.
9.5
Quarry/Railway/Waterways Report 

Cllr P May reported that there had been no quarry meeting since early in the year and Cllrs May and Broomby were concerned about this. There was a meeting arranged for the Railway Trust in October and Cllr May would report on this at the October meeting. There had been a very successful canal festival at Maesbury in September with lots of boats and craft stalls. There were representatives from waterways management there also.

9.6
    Shropshire Economy Consultation – Feedback due 30/9/10

Cllrs Cheetham and Broomby had supplied the clerk with their comments on the Shropshire Economy consultation. 
9.7
    Speed Limit – Maesbury 

A resident from the Maesbury area is very concerned about the speed of the traffic. Drivers coming out of Ball Lane onto the main road have to sit for quite a long time inching out and then having to dart because of the speed of oncoming traffic. The resident asked if it would be possible to move the 30mph sign nearer to Oswestry and have some signs warning of the speed limit coming into the village of Maesbury. Councillors agreed to approach Highways Agency to try to get these actions put in place.

9.8
Future Consultation on Planning Applications 

The clerk had received a quote of £534 from Shropshire Council for them to supply a projector in order to show planning applications onto a screen or wall during the Parish meetings. Councillors suggested that the clerk takes her laptop along to the meetings in order to test the feasibility at each venue.
9.9
     Working with Communities on Planning & Regeneration for places in Shropshire


The clerk has contacted Lois Dale at Shropshire Council and she has agreed to attend the December meeting in order to speak on the advantages to the Council to arrange a public consultation on planning and regeneration.
     9.10 Notice boards Needed – replacement at Aston, New one at Morda, replacement at      Trefonen.

The clerk had received 2 quotes for large notice boards and both were in the region of £1000. The clerk was asked to write to the brewery who own The Miners Arms in Morda to see if a new notice board could be sited on the large area on the corner of the property. A quote will be sought for a small notice board for Pentre Cefn before the next meeting. It was suggested that the current Trefonen notice board is moved to replace the one stolen from Aston and a new double sided one is placed at Morda and Trefonen. The other notice boards in Maesbury and other areas will be reviewed in the new financial year.
9.11

Dates for future November /December meetings

The dates of these meetings were discussed as to whether the December meeting should be dropped but after discussion it was decided to leave the situation as it was i.e. no meeting at the end of November, a meeting on the second Friday of December, no meeting at the end of December and the next meeting at the end of January. Councillor I Ashley proposed that we leave it as it was originally and this was seconded by Cllr D Jones.
9.12
Pavement request from Woolston to Maesbury 

A request had been made by residents for a pavement from Woolston to Maesbury Village. It was agreed to write to Highways to put forward the proposal.
9.13
Boundaries for voting purposes

There is concern with some residents in the Coedygo and Llwynymaen area that they have to go to Selattyn to vote in any election. This is due to the fact that the boundaries for voting were changed recently. The clerk was instructed to write to Shropshire Council to ask why it has changed and where will these residents vote for a Parish election.

9.14
Preparations for Remembrance Sunday on 14th November 2010

The clerk reported that arrangements were being made for the Remembrance service at Trefonen on November 14th. Cllrs W Cheetham and J Middleton agreed to do the readings and the chair; Cllr Cheetham would lay the wreath. 

9.15
Parish Boundary at Nantmawr

This item was deferred until Cllr P May attends a meeting of Llanyblodwel Parish Council.

9.16
Code of Conduct Training – Feedback

Councillors who attended the Code of Conduct training thought that it was rushed although the content was very good. There was concern as to whether the councillors were covered by the Councils insurance if they were accused of any misdemeanour. The clerk would check the details of the insurance cover. Code advice and examples were requested by two of the councillors who were unable to attend the training. It was also agreed that the clerk would obtain a gifts/hospitality record book and that any councillors offered any gift would inform the clerk of the date, value and description of the gift offered.
10.0
OTHER CORRESPONDENCE
 Items for consideration (information items will be circulated at the meeting) 
Shropshire Council 
10.1
Grants for Grounds Maintenance on Parish Council Land

This was a letter informing the Council that although the former Borough Council had reimbursed the Parish 50% of the cost of grounds maintenance for open spaces and Shropshire Council had for the first year but would not from now on. These arrangements do not exist in the rest of the County so this is inequitable to other Parish Councils.
10.2
Shropshire Charter – request from Shropshire Council to sign up


Councillors had received a copy of the Shropshire Charter prior to the meeting to study the content. Cllr Broomby pointed out that on P11 it was agreed that the Parish would nominate a severe weather warden. It was proposed that this would be the clerk. All were in favour of this.

Another recommendation was that local Councils will provide a quality service and achieve the operational level of service as described in the National Quality Parish Council scheme. The clerk agreed that she would endeavour to complete her CILCA qualification over the November/December period.

10.3
Rights of Way – User Survey 2010


The clerk asked that councillors filled in their Rights of Way questionnaires and return them.

10.4
Rural Mobile Library Services – Consultation by 4th October


The clerk reminded councillors that the consultation for the Library services ends on 4th October.
11.0
FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

A list of payments was circulated to all members and Cllr J Barlow proposed that they be paid as per the list. This proposal was seconded by Cllr S Jones.
	Chq No
	Payee
	Amount

	1138
	V Smout – Clerk
	560.58

	1139
	Inland Revenue
	205.14

	1140
	ALC
	20.00

	1141
	 Royce Landscapes
	646.00

	1142
	 Lawrence Direct
	47.71

	1143
	Clive Humphreys
	965.26

	1144
	Tony Parry
	123.37

	
	Total
	£2568.06


12.0
ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA FROM COUNCILLORS

Cllr J Middleton – Trefarclawdd Cemetery
Cllr E Evans – 
stile at The Chateau, Rhydycroesau
Cllr P Broomby – Local Joint Committee (every agenda)
The meeting closed at 8.45pm
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