0SWESTRY RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 25TH SEPTEMBER 2009
 at RHYDYCROESAU VILLAGE HALL
Present – Councillors – I Ashley, J Barlow, P Broomby, V Byrne, W Cheetham, B Evans, E. Evans, D Jones, P May, J Middleton, R Milton, P Richardson (Chair) and S Jones
1.0
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors V Hunt (prior commitment) and D Meredith (Sick). At this point the Chairman read out a letter of resignation from Cllr D Meredith.
Cllr J Barrow, Shropshire Council sent her apologies
2.0      PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There were no members of the public present.
3.0  
Minutes of the meeting held on 28th August 2009

The minutes of the meeting held on 28th August 2009 were accepted as a true record.
The minutes were proposed to be accepted by Councillor R Milton and seconded by Councillor I Ashley
4.0  
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
	Councillor V Byrne
	8.4  09/02407/FUL Ivy Cottage, Morton 

	Councillor I Ashley
	8.5  09/02551/FUL 


5.0  
SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL REPORT FOR INFORMATION
Councillor Barrow was not present but had sent a telephone message via the clerk to inform the meeting that the government had agreed, in principle, that money allocated for a demountable building for the Pre School at Trefonen could be used to extend the village hall for the Pre School use.
6.0 
POLICE REPORT

PC Dale attended and reported on crimes since the last meeting. Shed burglaries are prevalent again. These were:
· 19th Sept power tools taken from a wooden garden shed in Trefonen where a padlock had been removed and alarm siren wires cut 
· 10th Sept Broke hasp and entered farm outbuilding at Middleton 

· Between 6pm on 8th Sept and 11am on 9th Sept Garden shed  on the Old Racecourse - padlock damaged but no entry gained

· 7th Sept garden shed in Penylan, Oswestry Items removed

· 3rd Sept Mile End Golf Club – Alarm cables cut so siren went off and offenders were disturbed.

· 27th August Quad  bike and angle grinder stolen from barn and outbuilding at Queens Head
· 3rd Sept There was an instance of theft from a vehicle at Sweeney – A pick up was left unattended and a chainsaw was stolen from the rear of the pick up

· 12th Sept There was one instance of malicious wounding near the Ambulance Station, Morda

· 16th Sept A White pick up was stolen with tools and equipment inside whilst parked in a yard at Croesaubach

· 23rd Sept Money stolen from a wallet in a changing room at Oswestry Golf Club

· 23rd Sept Electric wiring and pig netting stolen from a farmyard at Trefarclawdd

P C Dale and CSO Colin Gordon reported that they have recently been undertaking work in primary schools advising children of police work.

P C Dale also explained procedures following accidents after a query by one of the councillors.
7.0      HIGHWAYS REPORT

The Highways Report was circulated and updated.
Reminders needed to be sent regarding items 4 – Church Lane, Morton, 19 – Hedges need to be cut back by the Quarry, Treflach and 22- hedges up the top end of Chapel lane, Trefonen need to be cut.
Cllr B Evans asked that a sign at Cynynion is spelt incorrectly and needs to be changed.

8.0        PLANNING  MATTERS

8.1  Planning Training Event
    
A training event being organised by the clerk at Kinnerley has been delayed. The trainer that had been booked has now moved to another area and a new trainer is being sought. A date will be circulated when available.
8.2 Planning Process

The clerk updated the meeting on the process by which planning applications arrive. The decision made at the August meeting that the clerk asks for an extension if the decision date falls before the Parish meeting would not work because this has been done during the current month with plan no 09/02376. An extension was requested until after the meeting but the decision was made on the 25th.Cllr V Bryne commented that she thought that the Parish Council should send in a comment regarding Shropshire Core Strategy: Policy Directions particularly regarding pages 4/5 Spacial Strategy for Community Hubs. A proposal was put forward by Cllr V Byrne and seconded by Cllr J Barlow that the clerk responds to Shropshire Council asking them to include the Parish Council in the Strategy as a Community Hub. 
8.3  
09/02376/FUL 11, Parker Leighton, Morda - Erection of boundary fence (Decision already made)

8.4 
09/02407/FUL Ivy Cottage, Morton – Erection of extension and alterations to dwelling. Councillors commented that the front of the property was not affected because the extension was all at the back and was not out of proportion. 
8.5
 Any planning applications since agenda went out

09/02604/FUL
Plas Hafod, Hafod Lane, Trefonen – No Comments
09/ 02551/ FUL
Land between the Cottage and Penymaes Llansilin Road Croesau Bach- Construction of field gate access and erection of a gate – No Comments
09/02617/LBC   Pentre Issa Trefonen Shropshire SY10 9EE Conversion of agricultural buildings to residential unit and domestic space ancillary to existing dwelling. – The original plan was for 2 properties and there was some discussion Plans have now been changed so that there will only be one property with better access.
8.6 Planning Decisions since the last meeting on 28th August 2009
A list of decisions was circulated to all members.

9.0
MATTERS ARISING
9.1
7.5 tonne weight restriction at Morton/Crickheath. This agenda item was requested after a member of the public, Mrs Elaine Hughes, Morton asked that the Parish Council investigate the issue. The weight restriction is concerning through traffic and not for normal access traffic for residents. Back Lane, Chain Lane and Maesbury Road will not be affected by this weight restriction. There have been some problems with questionnaires that have been distributed to residents from Shropshire Council regarding this issue and after several items of correspondence between Mrs Hughes, Shropshire Council, Cllr J Barrow and the clerk the questionnaires were sent out again so that any property that had been missed was covered.

9.2
Trefarclawdd Cemetery – Update
The cemetery sub-committee had met during the month and recommendations were brought to the meeting. They were as follows:
· To install 2 rows of rafting to set the headstones on at a cost of £1080

· To arrange for a quote to put stock wire along the fencing to prevent the cattle rubbing against the fence and damaging it.

· For the clerk to do a specification for work to be undertaken during the winter and asking our regular contractor to quote for the work

· To approach the owner of the 3rd section of allocated ground set aside to extend the cemetery when needed to ask if it would be possible to swop the area for the same amount of space on the opposite side of the cemetery which is much flatter and would have better access from the road.

These recommendations were discussed and Councillor P May proposed that they be implemented and this was seconded by Cllr V Byrne. All other members were in favour.
Councillor J Middleton reported that she had had a complaint that a grave had been dug and left open over the weekend 12th/13th Sep. The clerk was asked to contact D Davies, Undertakers to ask them to speak to the grave diggers.
9.3
Montgomery Canal Restoration Celebrations

Cllr V Byrne informed members of celebrations in Welshpool and gave a website address www.montgomerycanal.net to look up details.
9.4
Morton Playing Field Lease- Update

Since the last meeting Mr Richard Newell had contacted Cllr V Byrne and passed her information regarding the Playing Field, which proved the land had been conveyed by Lord Bradford to the Parochial Church Council of Morton Church as trustees. The people of Morton and supporters through fundraising events in 1926 raised £160.12.1,  being £125 to Lord Bradford for the land and £7.10.2 legal fees for the Conveyance, with the balance in hand. The money was paid to the vicar at that time for onward transmission to Lord Bradford and the lawyers. When Morton School was closed in 1984, the then Vicar, Rev Villiers proposed to sell the field, but a public meeting was held in December in Morton chaired by Cllr Richard Newell and attended by 17 people. Mr Bernie Mansell was one of those present and he has produced the printed list of subscribers from 1926. It was eventually agreed that Oswestry Rural Parish Council would be given a lease by The Parochial Church Council for 21 years with all maintenance and fencing being the responsibility of ORPC, the churchwardens of Morton Church remaining as trustees. The Charity Commissions views were to be sought on whether the PCC were legally entitled to delegate this responsibility or to appoint agents. A lease was signed in 1986 by ORPC for 21 years. The Morton School Playing Field Account still exists and holds a small balance.

Councillors proposed that a form was obtained from Shropshire Council to try to register the land as a village green.

This was proposed by Cllr V Byrne and seconded by Cllr P May. All other members were in favour.

9.5
Plans for Remembrance Service – 8th November 2009

The clerk had written to the various agencies regarding the Remembrance service on 8th November at Trefonen. Road Closure, booking the bugler, ordering the wreath, asking for a CSO to help with traffic, asking the Barley Mow to open for teas/coffees etc had all been organised. The clerk asked for readers and Cllrs B Evans and W Cheetham agreed to one each. The clerk would ask Mr Bill Pumford if he could organise the trough for the small crosses.

9.6
Morda Village – raising the Profile

Cllr R Milton reported that an informal meeting had been held at The Miners Arms in Morda to discuss the setting up of a village design statement for Morda. Residents from Mapsis Way had attended but it was stressed that all the village needed to be involved. Morda Youth are due to have their meeting next week and the Miners Arms are opening a small shop on their premises on 1st October.

9.7
Trefonen Play Equipment/Play Area- Update

Cllr P May reported that the Playing Field Group had met along with officers from Shropshire Council, members from the Pre School, a representative from the Parish Council and from the Trefonen Village Hall Committee. Cllr May was annoyed that some groups had more than 1 representative at the meeting but he had been advised by Cllr J Barrow not to attend as there was already a representative from the Playing Field Group attending. He had put in a lot of work trying to get funding for the playing field group and felt snubbed by being told not to attend. He wished to resign as the representative on that group.
9.8
Affordable Housing ‘Exception Sites’ – Feedback from meeting on 10th September 2009


Cllr P Broomby had attended this meeting and reported back that the planning team from Shropshire Council had been out to various villages and Oswestry was a pilot area for this scheme. The scheme was quite complicated but the main idea was that if children had lived in an area and their local connection could be proved they could as adults put in for planning permission for a single plot exception site within a village. These would be on areas that would not normally be able to get planning permission.


At this point Cllr V Byrne declared an interest because she had written in support of a family in her parish in the past as a resident in the Parish.

Any such permission must support a local need. There was some discussion that Village Design Statements had been approved and now the rules were changing. Councillors were advised to go to the website, www.shropshire.gov.uk/planning.nsf where there is more information on this topic.

10.0
OTHER CORRESPONDENCE

10.1
Colliers and Navies Way Trails – letter of support and representative at meetings requested


The opinion was that councillors supported this idea to put signs and boards up to inform tourists and local people of the heritage of these trails. The clerk was instructed to send a letter of support to this scheme.

10.2
Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981. Proposed Line Amendment FP13Y Oswestry Rural at Pentre Cefn Bach

There was no objection to this line amendment and comments were that the new line was the most sensible one.

10.3
Shropshire Council – Changes to waiting Restrictions on Mile Oak Industrial Estate

This estate that now serves the new recycling centre was originally planned to be on the other side of the road and members remembered that a promise to improve the Maesbury Road Junction would be included in the work. This has not materialised.
11.0
COMMUNITY SUPPORT
11.1
Letter of thanks from Citizens Advice Bureau for donation was circulated.

12.0
FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
Decision: To accept the list of payments Listed
	Chq No
	Payee
	Amount

	1043
	V J Smout – Clerk
	£609.01

	1044
	Inland Revenue
	£220.68

	1045
	Lawrence Direct
	£  21.44

	1046
	Rhydycroesau Village Hall
	£  30.00

	1047
	Royce Landscapes
	£536.00

	1048
	Tony Parry
	£115.00

	
	Total
	£1532. 13


The list of payments was proposed for payment by Cllr P May and seconded by Cllr J Middleton. All members were in favour.
13.0
ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA FROM COUNCILLORS

Cllr W Cheetham – Trefonen Bus Shelter

Meeting closed at 9.01pm
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