0SWESTRY RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 29th October 2010
 at Trefonen Village Hall 
Present – Councillors –   W Cheetham (Chair), J Middleton, I Ashley, J Barlow, P Broomby, S Chalk, B Evans, E Evans, V Hunt,  S Jones, P  May and P Richardson.
Also, Cllr J Barrow – Shropshire Council

1.0
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors V Byrne, D Jones and R Milton      
2.0
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There were no members of the public present.
3.0
MINUTES


To confirm the Minutes of the meeting held on the 24th September 2010.

The minutes of the 24th September were proposed to be adopted as a true record by Cllr J Middleton and seconded by Cllr I Ashley following 2 slight wording changes at 9.2 from‘LJC are to buy to ‘LJC are considering buying’ and at 9.10 from ‘a double sided one is placed at Morda and Morda’ to ‘ Morda and Trefonen’ All were in favour. Cllr V Hunt abstained as he was absent from the meeting.
4.0
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr E Evans declared an interest in 8.4 planning application 10/03946/FUL Cart shed Old Racecourse, Oswestry. Cllr W Cheetham in 9.10 Notice boards – contractor is acquaintance and Cllr S Jones 10.3 Pant Glas & Brogyntyn Conservation area – personal interest
5.0
SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL REPORT 
Cllr J Barrow reported that, ‘Shropshire Council will be launching the National Food Hygiene Rating System at the end of October more commonly known as ‘Scores on the Doors’. All food premises will be inspected and rated for compliance with standards of food hygiene.’ Audit Committee undertook an audit of N1195 in September which is the national indicator measuring levels of litter, detritus, fly posting and graffiti in the area. Shropshire Council has developed a ground breaking way of collecting and reporting data using PDA’s. The feedback is positive and the Council has exceeded the required criteria. The Shropshire Council has prepared for the autumn leaf fall by hiring in additional sweepers and resources have been re directed to this priority at this time of year. Residents and visitors to the area have been approached to complete a survey on street cleaning customer satisfaction. This will help the Council improve the quality of the environment and learn best practice to be able to compare the service with other local authorities. A consultation with town and parish councils has previously been undertaken as to attitudes and options to provide public conveniences in the future. The conclusion identified two key themes.

Traffic Management and engineering teams based in the Shirehall have been re structured to provide service delivery in line with the new corporate mode, to promote remote mobile and flexible working. If anyone wants to direct a particular question to any of the traffic teams Councillor Barrow will be happy to give them a contact number. There have been changes made at Shirehall to office opening times over Christmas. There will be a closure of Shirehall and other buildings including Castle View, Oswestry from the end of the day of 23rd December until 4th January 2011. The stock of salt for gritting has been increased by 25% this year to 20,000 tonnes following shortages in the last two years. There are now 40 Civil Enforcement Officers trained and authorised to issue fixed penalty notices relating to environmental crime (this is as well as CSO’S). From April – Sept 2010 20 fixed penalty notices have been issued and 5339 Penalty Charge notices for parking offences. Patronage of the Shropshire Link Bus continues to increase with 157% increase in passengers when compared to the previously subsidised rural services. Following on from the Comprehensive Spending Review, Shropshire Council has to make an extra 8 million saving between October and April 2011.This will mean that services that are not statutory will have to be reviewed and some services will be cut. The priority will of course be to look after the vulnerable residents and to keep essential services running. The reality is that over the next three years 60 million must be cut with the total amount of grant from the government being 180million. Schools – Consultation has ended and the results will soon be made public. Educational provision will be done in individual areas because it is accepted that one size will not fit all and different solutions will have to be implemented in different locations. The driving force behind the vision is to improve the educational standard across the County. Ofsted have raised as an issue that too many schools in Shropshire are ‘satisfactory’ and GCSE results have plateaued. In addition there is a deficit of over one million pounds a year and a four million overspend in the education budget. Consequently, no change is not an option. The Council has kept its pledge that no schools will close but now that the consultation is complete, nothing can be ruled out. The process has been worked on across the political spectrum on a cross party group in partnership with the schools forum which includes head teachers of primary and secondary schools, diocesan representatives and school governors.
Questions from councillors followed. Cllr J Middleton asked if the Shropshire Council report could be circulated before the meeting so that Cllrs had time to prepare questions. Cllrs Chalk and Barlow asked what the term ‘satisfactory’ stood for concerning Ofsted’s rating. Cllr Barrow said that the review team thought that satisfactory was not good enough and schools should aim for ‘good’. Cllr P May questioned this because as a governor of Morda School who had been rated as ‘satisfactory’ and had a good reputation in the area as a very good school.
6.0
POLICE REPORT

 In the absence of P C Dale CSO’s Peter Roberts from Oswestry Town Centre and Alanna Griffiths from Weston Rhyn attended. 

Reported cases included a burglary in Morton on 13th September, a burglary in Woolston on 19th October, Criminal damage in Morda on 6th October and 23rd October. This was low level damage that was not detected. There had been 7 RTC’s (Road Traffic Collisions) in the area with one being at Maesbury junction. Cllr Hunt queried a reported crime that had happened in August which had been followed up but had received no reply as yet. The CSO’s were thanked for attending.
7.0     HIGHWAYS REPORT

The Highways Report was circulated and updated. Councillors reported where action had been taken and works completed. Reminders of any unfinished work would be sent to highways by the clerk. Cllr Barrow was asked to chase up the details of when the new grit bins would be put in place. Cllr Barlow reported that the grit bin in Nantycaws needed new hinges and Cllr E Evans asked that Cefn Canol Bridge road is looked at because a retaining wall could fall down. Who is responsible? Highways will be questioned. Cllr J Middleton asked if ‘No HGV’ signs could be put up at the start of Penylan Lane leading to Chain Lane because 5 lorries have arrived up the lane in the last week and they find it difficult to turn when they get to the top of the lane due to their size. Cllr B Evans reported water sitting on the surface of the road by Penybryn, Rhydycroesau.
8.0       PLANNING MATTERS
8.1
10/03999/FUL 42 Erw Wen, Morda – single storey extension to side following demolition of existing garage and replacement conservatory to rear.  Councillors fully supported this application.

8.2
10/04055/FUL – Former Burgess Building, Mile Oak Industrial Estate – Installation of showroom glazing, relocation of security fencing, new exterior lighting and illuminated signage.- .- Councillors fully supported this application.

8.3
10/04331/LBC Weston Mill, Weston Road, Weston, Oswestry – works to include the erection of a single storey timber clad boiler room and oil storage tank affecting a Grade 11 listed building – Councillors are happy to support this application with the work undertaken being sympathetic to the building and materials used being in keeping with the original ones.

8.4
10/03946/FUL Former Cart Shed, Old Racecourse, Oswestry – conversion of redundant cart shed into holiday let accommodation including single storey extension, installation of new septic tank and reinstatement of existing access – Councillors support bringing tourists and visitors to the area and would agree with the Fire Service on the considerations taken for complete safety.

8.5
 PLANNING DECISIONS since the last meeting on 24th September 2010

9.0         MATTERS ARISING
9.1
Old Mapsis Way - MaintenanceThe area that the Parish Council have been asked to tidy up by residents is owned privately. The clerk made enquiries with Shropshire Council who sought information from the Land Registry and it was made clear who the owners are. The clerk was asked to make enquiries as to ownership of the other two areas highlighted on a map of the estate.
9.2
L J C Meetings – The Future



Cllr Broomby produced a report: There had been a meeting on 5th October at Llanymynech Village Hall which was very well attended. It was confirmed that two new CSO’s had been appointed. Presentations on Local Tourism were given and its importance to the local economy. Trefonen Jubilee Club was successful in obtaining some funding. The next round of bids must be completed by 13th December. Peter Dunhill will be acting as our Community Regeneration Officer. The next meeting is scheduled for 1st February at Bryn Offa School, Pant and will focus on older children, local transport and highway issues. The clerk was requested to take the regular LJC report off the Parish agenda until February 2011 after the next LJC meeting.
9.3
      Trefarclawdd Cemetery 
The clerk reported that she had asked the maintenance contractor for the cemeteries to line up and quote for new footpaths, extend the tarmac footpath and put in a new row of plinths for headstones. This was a received and discussion was undertaken regarding the care that is needed to be taken by contractors when they bring diggers into the cemetery to dig the graves. It was requested that the diggers are requested to lay plastic covers down on the pathways to prevent wear and tear on the paths. Councillors agreed with the nature of the work to be undertaken and asked that two more quotes are sought.

9.4

Morda Village – raising the Profile (copy of Constitution for Friends of Glentworth Woods)

The clerk had received a copy of the presentation made by the new leaders of Morda Youth Club and praised them for the professional presentation and their enthusiasm and commitment to get the Youth Club started. Councillors agreed that a letter of praise be sent to the leaders congratulating them on their excellent work. There was also good progress with the Glentworth Woods Group who have cleaned shrub away, chopped up logs and are about to plant bulbs in the wood. A constitution for the group has been produced and Shaun Burkey, Shropshire Council is helping to co ordinate the workshop sessions in the woods.
9.5
Morda – Review of footpaths

The countryside Agency at Shropshire Council has agreed to ask volunteers to put an extra step on the stile at the back of Hope House following a request from some residents. The clerk will write to the residents in question to inform them of progress.
9.6
Quarry/Railway/Waterways Report 

Cllr P May reported that there had still been no quarry meeting and this concerned him.  Two railway groups had amalgamated and their first AGM would be on 20th November.
9.7
   Shropshire Statement of Community Involvement for Shropshire – comments by 8th November. – Members were not impressed with the document because some of it was out of date. Comments for feedback had been received to the clerk from 2 councillors who had forwarded these comments on.
9.8    
    Speed Limits – Treflach & Maesbury

The clerk had received an email from Alice Dilly informing the Council that the speed limits in Treflach are to be amended with the 40mph buffer to be extended to the existing 30mph speed limit at Trefonen. No reply as to the change of speed limits in Maesbury has been received. The clerk will follow this up.

9.9
 see 10.2

9.10
Notice boards Needed – replacement at Aston, New one at Morda, replacement at      Trefonen.

The clerk had received 3 quotes for large notice boards and both were in the region of £1000. The clerk was asked to write to the brewery who own The Miners Arms in Morda to see if a new notice board could be sited on the large area on the corner of the property. A quote will be sought for a small notice board for Pentre Cefn before the next meeting. It was suggested that the current Trefonen notice board is moved to replace the one stolen from Aston and a new double sided one is placed at Morda and Trefonen. The other notice boards in Maesbury and other areas will be reviewed in the new financial year. It was suggested that a local joiner is approached for a further quote.
9.11

Pavement request from Woolston to Maesbury 

A request had been made by residents for a pavement for Woolston. The reply from Shropshire Council by email was that an assessment had been carried out but due to current financial constraints the work could not be progressed at the present time.
9.12
Boundaries for voting purposes

There is concern with some residents in the Coedygo and Llwynymaen area that they have to go to Selattyn to vote in any election.  A letter was sent to Shropshire Council with these concerns and the clerk has rung for an acknowledgement of this letter. The letter has been passed to Mr Richard Thomas and the Council are looking at the boundaries before the next election.
9.13
Preparations for Remembrance Sunday on 14th November 2010

The clerk reported that arrangements have been made for the Remembrance service at Trefonen on November 14th. Cllrs W Cheetham and J Middleton agreed to do the readings and Cllr Cheetham would lay the wreath. All the relevant services have been contacted.
9.14
Insurance

Councillors were concerned regarding insurance cover for themselves in the event of an alleged slander or misdemeanour. The clerk would contact the insurance company to confirm that councillors were covered individually and not just as a Council.

9.15
Shropshire Housing – Celebration of working together in partnership – feedback from meeting on 28th October.

The Chair, Cllr Cheetham had attended this meeting and reported that the Leader of Shropshire Council had praised the housing total response team for their work looking after 2500 homes.
9.16

Stile at The Chateau, Rhydycroesau

Cllr E Evans reported that this stile needs attention and would contact the clerk with the exact location in order to report it for repair.

9.17

Trefonen – possible car park sites

There is a problem in Trefonen regarding car parking for school teachers and preschool teachers. They always park in the village hall car park and the hall users cannot always park there. There has been a request from some of the users to ask if car parking could be made available on Chapel Green. This Green now belongs to Shropshire Council and when asked they said there is no possibility of changing this green area to a car park. Cllr Middleton suggested that when the Jubilee Club have a large meeting and need all of the car park they should communicate with the school and ask them to park elsewhere. This was acknowledged as a good suggestion but did not really elevate the problem of parking space in the village for staff.
10.0
OTHER CORRESPONDENCE
Shropshire Council - Items for consideration (information items will be circulated at the meeting) 
10.1
Celebrate Shropshire – Shrewsbury Castle Saturday 30th October – This item was for information

10.2
 Future Consultation on Planning Applications – the clerk has responded to the questions asked on the consultation.

10.3
Pant Glas and Brogyntyn Park Conservation Area – For Info – this information was to confirm that the Conservation area has been adopted.
10.4
W Shropshire Talking Newspaper for the Blind – Donations requested – Members asked how many people in the Oswestry Rural Parish actually used the Talking Newspaper. The clerk agreed to find out before the next meeting.

10.4
Shropshire Partnership – Invitation to submit an expression of interest: Equalities Forum- It was agreed by councillors to respectively decline.
10.5
Trefonen Playing Field Association – transfer of £1000 grant for the benefit of young people locally.- This money had been held by the Council on behalf of Trefonen Youth Club and members agreed that this money could be released to Shropshire Council to be used on the playing field project for the youth of the village. It was proposed by Cllr V Hunt and seconded by Cllr I Ashley that the money be transferred, All were in favour.

10.6
Oswestry Town Council – Request to sign Land Registry title for Oswestry Town Cemetery- Oswestry Rural Parish Council had been part of the Joint Burial Committee and when the committee was dissolved the Oswestry Town Council took over the Town Cemetery. The Town Council now want to register the land with the Land Registry and require the Chair and Vice-Chair to sign the registered title. Cllr J Barlow proposed that it be signed and this was seconded by Cllr E Evans. All were in favour

11.0
COMMUNITY SUPPORT
The clerk requested that members decide by the next meeting what they wish to spend their community support allowance on. Members questioned whether other Parish Councils used the same method of paying to charities and if the amount was set. The clerk agreed to investigate other local parishes and how the amount is set.

12.0
FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
A list of payments was circulated to all members and Cllr P Richardson proposed that they be paid as per the list. This proposal was seconded by Cllr V Hunt
	Chq No
	Payee
	Amount

	1145
	V Smout – Clerk – October Salary
	583.67

	1146
	Inland Revenue- Tax & Ni for Oct & Nov
	410.28

	1147
	Rhydycroesau Village Hall
	90.00

	1148
	 Lawrence Direct
	25.57

	1149
	 Mazars
	334.88

	1150
	Royal British Legion
	26.50

	1151
	V & W Electrics – repairs
	63.17

	1152
	Information Commissioners Office – annual registration
	35.00

	1153
	V Smout – Clerk – November Salary
	553.98

	1154
	Royce Landscapes
	804.00

	
	Total
	£2927.05


12.0
ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA FROM COUNCILLORS

There were no items brought forward for the next agenda.
The meeting closed at 8.55pm
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