0SWESTRY RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 25th October 2011 
 at Maesbury School
Present – Councillors – J Middleton (Chair), P Broomby (Vice Chair), I Ashley, J Barlow, V Byrne, W Cheetham, V Edwards, E Evans, D Jones, S Jones, P May, R Milton, P Richardson 
1.0
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor B Evans
6.0
Richard Thomas, Shropshire Council came to present proposals for changes to the boundaries between Oswestry Town and Oswestry Rural. He asked that the item was brought forward on the agenda because he had another meeting to attend. The Chair, Cllr Middleton agreed to this. Maps showing the changes were put up and Mr Thomas highlighted the changes and asked that the Council send in their comments before 5th December. The changes will help to get an equal number of electors in the Oswestry Town wards and make the lines of the boundaries more sensible. The changes would see 51 electors move out of Oswestry Rural Parish Council and 53 electors move in. Mr Thomas was thanked for attending.
2.0
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There were 8 members of the public present of which two asked to speak. 
Mrs K Kimber from Trefonen who chairs the steering group for the Trefonen, Treflach and Nantmawr Village Design Statement has spoken to planners at Shropshire Council who pointed out that two policies are important and need to be taken into account if the design statement is to be refreshed. They are CS4 – Hubs and Clusters and CS5 – countryside and rural areas. 
Mrs Kimber is looking to the Parish Council to consult with residents and offered help from the steering group to work alongside the Council to refresh the village design statement.

There are meetings taking place to promote the Infrastructure Levy which is a charge for developers but Mrs Kimber’s personal opinion was that if there is a need for money for projects the local communities raise their own through fundraising and grant applications.

The second speaker was Rosemary Harper who has lived in Maesbury for 13 years. She intends to put in a planning application for the development of five houses on a small plot of land. This would help the wellbeing of the village by support to the post office, shop and pub being used. The plot is in Waen Lane and sits between houses and a business property. The properties would be sympathetic to their surroundings and eco friendly. She asked for the Council’s support for this application.
3.0
MINUTES


To confirm the Minutes of the last meeting on 27th September 2011 

Councillor P Richardson proposed that the minutes be signed as a true record and this was seconded By Cllr V Edwards. All were in favour.
4.0
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations made.
5.0
POLICE REPORT 

The police report had been received by email and was read out by the clerk. 


The following incidents occurred during the last month. 
Selling festival tickets on E-Bay from an address in Morda – tickets never materialised and 1 suspect was charged

7/8th Oct – burglary of an outbuilding in Weston Lane, Morda – nothing stolen

22/23rd Oct – damaged wing mirror in Belle Vue, Morda

Production of cannabis at a dwelling in Morda- 1 suspect charged

7th Oct – common assault between children on Morda Playing Field- dealt with by way of community resolution

8 domestics in Morda and 2 in Trefonen.
7.0
David Parker Associates attended and explained to the meeting that there is now a new system of local planning established where Parish Councils have more say. In the new Core Strategy, Hubs and Clusters of villages had been suggested by Shropshire Council but Oswestry Rural Parish Council has not identified any. Trefonen would be an automatic choice with all the facilities such as the shop, post office, village hall and pub but not ideal because of the lane network in the village. Mr Parker was representing a landowner in Trefonen and would like to start a dialogue. The landowner has asked Roger Parry, an estate agent in the town to draw up plans for 13 dwellings adjoining Chapel Lane which will be well screened by the existing vegetation and existing housing. The scale can be contained and served by the existing road network. The development would be a good mixture of 1x 2bed detached, 2x 2bed semi-detached, 2x 3 bed semi-detached, 4x4bed detached and 4 x 3 bed detached bungalows. Cllrs commented as to what price they would sell at, design principals, built on a hillside- would this be taken into account and had Mr Parker any more clients in the Parish. He answered that the houses would be sold at market value, the design would be with solar panels, insulation, eco friendly and adequate drainage, the houses would be single storey at the top of the site with the two storey ones stepped down the hill. He had no other clients in the Parish developing under the LDF (local development framework). 
8.0
SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL REPORT FOR INFORMATION

Cllr J Barrow reported.

West Mercia Police have brought out a new emergency number to replace 999. It is now 101 and costs 15p per call on landlines and mobiles. She also reported that decisions on two pending planning applications, The Rock, Treflach and Love Lane, Morda. These two applications did not go to committee in Wem at the last meeting because it was felt that it should happen at Oswestry due to the public interest in the two cases. A warning regarding a caller going around houses selling aerial photographs. Caller was quite pushy and aggressive in sales pitch. Cllr Barrow had reported the matter to police and she asked that councillors are aware and should be vigilant in their area. The Infrastructure Levy proposal had been passed by Shropshire Council with no changes. In the Leisure and Countryside section of Shropshire Council there were changes being made to enhance service efficiencies and Blue Badge holders can now park an extra 1 hour.

Cllr V Byrne asked if any monies were available for a cycle path along the section from Maesbury Road junction down towards Maesbury. Cllr Barrow said that she would investigate.
9.0
HIGHWAYS REPORT

Updates on the Highways report had been circulated and councillors informed the clerk where jobs had been completed by highways. Cllr P Broomby asked if the speed limit from Llynclys to Lloyds Mill could be extended because there were frequent near misses at Morton crossroads.

9.1
Maesbury Road Junction


Cllr E Evans asked if a sign could go up at Maesbury Road junction stating how many accidents and fatalities had happened there. Cllr P May, who had presented a detailed report to Highways two years ago had raised this with them but they were reluctant to spend money and action depends on fatalities. Cllr V Byrne also commented that Highways would not do this because they wiped the figures of accidents and fatalities every five years so there was never a true figure. Councillors asked that this item be put on the next agenda for more discussion.

10.0
  PLANNING MATTERS 

10.1
 Report from Planning Sub-Committee

The planning sub-committee had met on 20th October and Cllr P May, the Chairman explained to the meeting that the sub-committee met to look at all the planning applications which were to be on the agenda for the main meeting in detail. They then make recommendations to the councillors at the main meeting but other councillors need to look at all the plans so that they can form their own opinions prior to the meeting. The sub- committee has a simple agenda and has produced a planning handbook with current policies and helpful documentation to assist in making their decisions .He then presented the recommendations as follows:
10.2
11/04312/FUL/ 11/04313/LBC  - Morda Mill , Morda Bank, Morda - Conversion of mill into 12 residential apartments (providing social rented housing) and provision of associated car parking/  affecting a Grade II Listed Building - Applicant: Mr Simon Britten (Glovers Meadow, Maesbury Road, Oswestry, SY10 8JN – These applications were recommended for approval and all councillors agreed.

10.3
11/04336/FUL - Bron Y Wern Barn, Treflach Road, and Trefonen - Erection of a domestic storage building- - and installation of solar panels on existing roof Applicant: Mr T Mosson – This application was recommended for approval and all councillors agreed.
10.4
11/04085/FUL – Brook House, Treflach – Erection of two storey Extension to side elevation, porch to rear (north) elevation. Elevation alterations. - Applicants: Mr & Mrs Nicholls - This application was recommended for approval and all councillors agreed.

10.5
11/03918/ADV – Unit 19,Mile Oak Industrial Estate – installation of 4 internally illuminated fascia signs to two elevations - This application was recommended for approval and all councillors agreed This application was recommended for approval and all councillors agreed.

10.6
11/02934/EIA – Morton Ley Farm, Morton – Erection of 2 chicken rearing buildings, associated feed bins, hard standing, store, office/facilities, access and all associated works.-Councillors asked for a deferral of a decision. All the consultee comments are not available on the web site so cannot be discussed. A deferral until the next meeting will be requested and all councillors agreed.
10.7
11/4043/OUT – Land Adj Blakemere, Stoney Rd, Treflach – Renewal of Extant Permission – The recommendation was to ask for a re submission of the application due to the fact that there are a number of unacceptable changes to the original application as per the comments of senior planner, Mark Perry and all councillors agreed.
10.8
11/04298/FUL – Land adj to Bryncelyn, Trefonen – Erection of detached bungalow. Applicants: Mr & Mrs J Morgan – the recommendation was that the councillors take into consideration the comments of neighbours at ‘Alambra’ considering the reinstatement of the boundary and support the application and all councillors agreed.
10.9
Parish Council confirmation of local connection for single plot in Woolston. – The clerk had gathered sufficient evidence from the applicant to confirm a local connection and was requested to send a letter of confirmation.

10.10
PLANNING DECISIONS since the last meeting on 27th September 2011

Councillors had received a list of planning applications approved and refused since the last meeting.

11.0
MATTERS ARISING 

11.1
Trefarclawdd Cemetery 

The clerk reported that she had sought advice regarding the sale of a reserved plot that the owner wanted to sell back to the council and had been advised that the plot could be bought back at the price it was originally sold for. The clerk had written to the owner requesting the executive right of burial back so that a waiver could be written up and a refund made. No reply had been received to date. The turfing had been installed where the leylandi trees had been felled and several comments from visitors to the cemetery had praised the work done.

11.2
Quarry/Railway/Waterways Reports- Cllr P May

Cllrs P May and P Broomby had attended a meeting at Llynclys quarry on 17th October when Tarmac had given a presentation on safety issues and blasting. The main focus of the meeting was arranging a mini bus trip around the quarry in March. Other topics were that some rare butterflies had been found in the quarry and that the quarry is trying to recycle as much of the water that they use as possible.

Railway – The platform is open at Penygarreg Lane and is very popular with the public and is very well used. There are six coaches of the train in use and Halloween Events and Santa Specials have been organised. There is to be a Music Night on Saturday next. 

Waterways – 60 yards of canal have been restored in Crickheath and more work will be done next year.

11.3
Delivering Local Priorities through Partnership Working – report back from working party

Cllr Milton reported that he had looked at the document ‘Infrastructure and Investment Delivery Framework for Oswestry’s Rural Hinterland’ and it was flawed in that it was based on inaccurate information using the findings of the parish plan created some years ago. Shropshire Council want parish councils to support their aims for future building development through the reduction of ‘ the Community Infrastructure Levy’ funding and the loss of Section 106 monies that are part of the agreement between Council and developers. There is a need to identify where suitable housing can be built in the Parish that will meet the demand for first time buyers and low income families. The way forward is to revisit the Parish Plan and the relevant Village Design Statements to ensure that with the publication of 2012 Shropshire Place Plans, Oswestry Rural Parish Council can ensure that the information presented is accurate and reflects the expectations of the community that we support. Cllr Milton suggested that the Council hold meetings in each of the village halls of the four main villages plus other suitable venues e.g. Morton Church for Morton and somewhere for Aston residents. A questionnaire style of interaction with the relevant ward councillors to ensure the definitive in what each community requires for a set number of years would be appropriate. He recommended that Cllrs V Edwards, B Evans and himself meet to discuss the content of the questionnaire and a time scale to take the consultation around the Parish in the New Year.

11.4
Trefonen, Treflach & Nantmawr VDS – response to K Kimber, Chairperson


Councillors suggested that this issue is an agenda item at the next meeting. Comments were made concerning the Localism Bill and where do Parish Councils stand. Cllr J Barrow commented that she could not see a lot of changes but that she would provide the clerk with a copy which was easier to read.

11.5
Maesbury School – report from Cllr D Jones


There was no report with any news on any further developments.

11.6
Technology – Face book Page


The clerk has set up a Face book page for the Council and will put information on as it arises.

11.7
Notice Boards for Treflach, Coedygo and Craigllwyn- Clerk


Three notice boards have been made and are about to be sign written with the Councils name 
and installed as soon as possible.

11.8
Trefonen Old Cemetery/ Trefonen Churchyard – water source – Clerk


A water butt has been bought and arrangements for the installation made.

11.9
Preparations for Remembrance Sunday – Clerk


All preparations for Remembrance Sunday have been made, Road Closure, Police Attendance, Bugler, Vicar for service, teas/ coffees arranged following service, wreaths and crosses ordered. Two speakers for the readings were needed and Cllrs W Cheetham and P Broomby volunteered.
11.10 Feedback from LJC meeting – Cllr P Broomby


Cllr Broomby reported that there had been two meetings in the last month and Broadband had been an issue. £8.2K was being spent by the government to get faster broadband and 36% in Shropshire were getting less than 2mg. Councillors were encouraged to fill in the survey on line so that Shropshire would receive some of this money. The web site was www.connectingshropshire.co.uk. Funding for LJC money for this Parish was £1000 for Trefonen Jubilee Club, £300 for Morda Pre-School and £1000 for Morda School. Bids are requested by 19th November for the next round of funding and the next meeting is on 7th February 2012 at Llanymynech.


Cllr V Byrne added that she had attended and there had been 2 presentations concerning health issues. The first was presented by the Chief Executive of Shrewsbury and Telford Hospital Trust explaining why services were being moved between the two hospitals. Telford is a purpose built hospital whereas Shrewsbury has been built piece-meal. The women’s/children’s unit will be in Telford but there will still be maternity units in Oswestry and Shrewsbury for straightforward births. They will be transferring specialism because it is necessary to get the right consultants in the right place.

The other topic was the Ambulance Service which is changing and being called ‘Make Ready’. The ambulance station in Oswestry will be closed and a fast response car with five paramedics will be on call. Ambulances will be around the County and called on when needed. This was a controversial issue with many protesting to this idea.

11.11
Section 106 monies for Anwyl Estate Development – Wythen Estate, Morda


A consultation document has been forwarded to the clerk by Shropshire Council to drop through doors and to use at a public meeting to find out what residents want on the Wythen Estate as a play area. The clerk was asked to arrange a meeting in Morda and liaise with the officer from Shropshire Council to make arrangements.

11.12 Footpath near ‘Veronica’ in Morda

The clerk had spoken to Shropshire Council concerning the footpath and had been informed that the farmer who owned the field had issues regarding the legality of the footpath and whether it was on the definitive map. Shropshire Council were waiting for feedback following the letter they had sent explaining that according to the definitive map the stile was not in the correct place but should be via the field gate further down the road. This item will be put on the next agenda.
11.13
Allotments at Morda

Councillor P May asked that this item be deferred until December. The Chair agreed to this.

11.14
Feedback from IPC meeting- Clerk

The clerk explained that the IPC is an independent body that examines applications for national significant infrastructure projects such as energy, transport, waste, water and waste water projects. The reason this body has been set up is that it was taking too long for decisions to be made, years in some cases, e.g. Heathrow Terminal and M6 toll road. The planning Act 2008’s purpose is to have a fairer approach, a simpler process by streamlining consents and licensing, greater certainty for investors and committees, independent professional judgement, inquisitorial, not adversarial hearings and faster decisions – 1 year average.

11.15
Resignation – Cllr S Chalk


It was with great regret that the Council received the resignation of Cllr S Chalk who represented the Maesbury with Aston Ward. She was thanked for the work she had done during her term in office and hoped that she had enjoyed the experience.
11.16
Feedback from Boundary Commission


This item was put on the agenda to try to evidence where exactly the boundary was in Love Lane, Morda Road. Cllr J Barrow commented that all boundaries were in the middle of the road. Boundary Commission had not supplied an answer to the clerk.
12.0
 CORRESPONDENCE
Shropshire Council - Items for consideration
12.1
Community Governance Review – Boundaries – Draft Proposals

This item had been discussed at the beginning of the meeting when Richard Thomas did his presentation.

12.2
 Improving Partnership Working – Town and Parish Councils


Cllr P Broomby agreed to attend the forthcoming meeting.

12.3
 West Shropshire Talking Newspaper for the Blind


This letter explained the work done and welcomes any donation that the Council could make.

12.4
 Queens Diamond Jubilee Beacons – a guide to taking part


This letter detailed events being arranged for the Diamond Jubilee and encourage Councils to light a beacon in their Parish.
13.0
FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

A list of payments due was circulated and it was proposed by Cllr P Richardson that they be paid and this was seconded by Cllr P May. All were in favour.

	Chq No
	Payee
	Amount

	1242
	J C Dyke Supplies
	47.47

	1243
	V J Smout
	676.26

	1244
	Inland Revenue
	320.91

	1245
	Lawrence Direct
	23.21

	1246
	Royce Landscapes
	981.00

	1247
	Trefonen Village Hall
	75.00

	1248
	Royal British Legion
	17.50

	1249
	Mazars
	342.00

	1250
	Scottish Power
	593.15

	1251
	M Evans
	12.00

	1252
	V & W Electrics
	144.53

	1253
	V Smout
	581.59


14.0
ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA FROM COUNCILLORS


There were none.  The meeting closed at 9.20pm
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