0SWESTRY RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 27th September 2011 
 at Rhydycroesau Village Hall
Present – Councillors – J Middleton (Chair), P Broomby (Vice Chair), J Barlow, S Chalk, W Cheetham, V Edwards, B Evans, E Evans, D Jones, P May, R Milton, P Richardson 
1.0
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors I Ashley, V Byrne and S Jones. Also, Cllr J Barrow- Shropshire Council
2.0
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There were 11 members of the public present of which 2 asked to speak and a letter had been received by the clerk to be read out. 
The first speaker was Mr Brian Jackson of Pentreshannel who wanted to give details of the planning application which was 8.3 on the agenda. He informed the meeting that he had purchased Nant Farm and that the boundary hedges were in good condition but the internal hedges were poor. He wanted to take down the hedges to make two bigger fields. He did not think that the wildlife would be affected because there were many woods nearby and there would be no effect on the watercourse. There were two mature trees in the hedge which would be retained. Mr Jackson asked that the Council support him in his application.
The second speaker was Mr Llewellyn Pugh from Treflach who wanted to speak on the subject of the planning application, 11/02118/FUL – The Rock, Gibraltar Lane, Treflach on behalf of some of the residents. He had spoken at length during the previous month’s meeting and wanted to reiterate on all the points he had made regarding the amenity of neighbouring properties, scale and design, materials used to be in character with present dwelling and surroundings and the extension does not significantly altered the established street scene. The proposed new roof line is 2ft 4in higher than ‘The Firs’ and this does not show consistency and fairness to other properties. He asked that The Council support the resident’s objections.


A letter had been received from Mrs K Kimber, Chair of the Village Design Group for Trefonen, 
Treflach & Nantmawr. The letter was read out and it was asking the Parish Council:
· If a decision has been made by councillors to formulate neighbourhood plans?

· If a decision has been made, how will the existing VDS’s is taken into account?

If the Council is currently proposing to take no action the VDS group are willing to seek community involvement to refresh the VDS and would welcome any information the Parish Council has about processes and funding for such activity and some Council involvement. The VDS group responded to the Shropshire Council Local Development Framework consultation papers, including the SamDev one. This item was requested by councillors to be put on the next agenda.

3.0
MINUTES


To confirm the Minutes of the last meeting on 30th August 2011. A few small amendments were requested, on Page 1 – add Cllr S Jones as present in meeting, on Page 2 – spelling of Abram, on page 5 – change at 8.8 ‘ not aware’ to ‘not familiar’. 

Following these changes Councillors Chalk proposed that the minutes be signed as a true record and this was seconded By Cllr R Milton. All were in favour.
4.0
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations made.
5.0
POLICE REPORT 

The police report had been received by email and was read out by the clerk. 


17th – 19th Sept Theft of pedal cycle from Sweeney Drive, Morda


25th – 26th August Window broken by using a house brick at Greenfield Square, Morda
6.0
SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL REPORT FOR INFORMATION

Cllr J Barrow was unable to attend but sent a report by email to the clerk. This was read out at the meeting.


Oswestry new leisure centre opens its doors to the public on Saturday.
There are a number of taster sessions and everyone is welcome to turn up. The building will be officially opened at 12.30.
Oswestry revitalisation projects receive major funding boost. Five projects have been awarded £229,072 under Shropshire Councils market towns revitalisation programme, 3 projects which have been recommended have gone forward for final approval. 1 is a plan for a monorail collection in town a bed and breakfast grant scheme and creation of an Oswestry phone 'app'. Projects approved by the board include upgrade of Oswestry Showground, Oswestry fingerpost signage, Refurbishment of the Powis Hall. Enhance restoration programme, Cambrian heritage railways, completion of the platform and development of the station yard.
Young people, councillors and council staff and members of the youth parliament across Shropshire will join together in October to celebrate Local Democracy week in October.
Unison's strike went ahead last week with approx 400 employees striking. This did not affect front line services.  The change to staff pay and conditions comes into effect on 1st October, when all staff is re employed under the new conditions.
Residents of the area will get to hear about the new health service in Oswestry tonight at the local joint committee (cluster meeting). I am very disappointed this clashes with the parish council meeting and will make this point with the portfolio holder.
Shropshire council is looking to switch off lights on its highways and is consulting the public on this. It will be for limited hours. 
Oswestry is set to receive a share of a 5million grant for sustainable transport funding over the next four years.  This is to improve facilities for walking, cycling, and better manage traffic flow in the town with a focus on cutting carbon emissions.
7.0
HIGHWAYS REPORT


Updates on the Highways report had been circulated and councillors informed the clerk where jobs had been completed by highways. Cllr D Jones asked that Shropshire Council is reminded of the footpath between Ball Lane and Back Lane being overgrown.
8.0
PLANNING MATTERS 

8.1
The planning sub-committee had met on 22nd September and a pro forma had been completed for each planning application on the agenda. Cllr P May presented the findings.
8.2
11/03669/FUL - Brook House, Treflach, Oswestry, - Renewal of Extant Planning Permission. Alterations and extensions to dwelling. Applicant: Mrs Sandra Nicholls -  This was a renewal of Extant planning permission on 08/15721/FUL .The original planning application was allowed in 2008 and stated that the materials for the extension be sympathetic to the existing dwelling. This conforms to the Trefonen, Treflach and Nantmawr Village Design Statement.
8.3

11/03870/HRM - Nant Farm, Nant Lane, Morda - Removal of two lengths of hedge 145m and 255m to allow for use of agricultural machinery - Applicant: Mr Brian Jackson (Pentreshannel, Coed-y-go).- The Council supported this application with reservations due to the scant information concerning the hedges. There were no photographs and no reports regarding wildlife so the Council requested that Shropshire Council consult their ecologist and the CPRE & Wildlife trust before a decision is made.
8.4
11/03655/REM – The Lazy Acre, Treflach – Reserved Matters ( siting, layout, appearance) pursuant to outline planning permission Ref. 11/00213/OUT for the erection of a detached dwelling. Applicant: Mr H Powell – The Council had no objections to this application but were mindful that the section of Offa’s Dyke nearby should be preserved.

8.5
11/02118/FUL – The Rock, Gibraltar Lane, Treflach  - amended plans and street scene – The Council recommended that due to the many representations from residents for and against the application that it should be referred to the Northern Area Planning Committee and that they make a decision as soon as possible.
8.6
11/00437/OUT – Land to the Rear of The Dingle, Love Lane, Morda – Erection of one dwelling. Applicants: Mr & Mrs M P Vaughan – The Council would support their fellow councillors on Oswestry Town Council in their objections to access onto Morda Road. Members also had reservations regarding the boundary in Love Lane between Oswestry Town and Oswestry Rural and requested that the clerk write to The Boundary Commission to find out the history of the boundary.
8.7
11/03586/FUL - Trealaw, Crickheath- Erection of two storey extension to rear elevation. - Applicant: Mr J J Oakes – There were no objections to this application due to the fact that it was in a large area and the size of the extension was satisfactory.

8.8
Parish Council confirmation of local connection for single plot in Woolston – Councillors asked that this item be deferred and that the chair and clerk go through the evidence supplied by the applicant. It was felt that there should be a consistent approach to any local connection applications from the Council and a tick list is established in order to ensure all the criteria has been met.

8.9
PLANNING DECISIONS since the last meeting on 30th August 2011 – a list of planning decisions since the last meeting were circulated to all members.

9.0
MATTERS ARISING 

9.1
Trefarclawdd Cemetery – Sub-Committee – quotes for further work following removal of 
trees. – The area where the trees have been removed in the cemetery now needs to be levelled and turfed. Three quotes received were £750, £475 and £445. The lowest quote provided by Royce Landscapes was approved. This decision was proposed by Cllr J Barlow and seconded by Cllr P Richardson. Cllr P Broomby abstained. All others were in favour.

Another item under Trefarclawdd cemetery was that a letter had been received from the family of a couple who had reserved a plot in the cemetery 13 years ago. They decided at a later date when one of the couple died that they wanted to be buried elsewhere and now the family want to sell the Council the plot back at the going rate now. This was an unusual request so it was agreed that the clerk would seek legal advice and bring it to the next meeting.
9.2
Quarry/Railway/Waterways Reports

Cllr P May reported that a quarry meeting was scheduled for 17th October and the Waterways had invited Cllr P May to inspect the works that had been undertaken at Crickheath. Cllr P May will report back on these two meetings at the October meeting.
9.3
Delivering Local Priorities through Partnership Working – report back from working party


Councillor Milton commented that a meeting had not been held yet and that they would report back to the October meeting.
9.4
Maesbury School – report from Cllr D Jones


Cllr D Jones reported that Maesbury School were still contacting other schools   but staff is anxious and uncertain of the future.

9.5
Technology – Feedback from Cllr S Chalk re: Social Media Training and from the clerk re: hits on website. 


Cllr Sue Chalk had attended a media training internet cafe that provides help setting up Face book pages and give advice. It is hoped that by doing this the Parish Council could communicate with more people, including the younger generation and link in to the Parish Council site that already exists. It was proposed by Cllr P Richardson and seconded by Cllr P Broomby that a Face book page is set up for the Parish Council.

9.6
Community Governance Review – Boundaries with Oswestry Town

Richard Thomas from Shropshire Council has requested that he visits the Council to put forward the proposals for changes to the boundary between Oswestry Town and Oswestry Rural. It was agreed by councillors that he be invited to the October meeting.

9.7
Septic Tanks


Cllr P Broomby reported that the requirement to register small domestic sewage discharges from septic tanks has changed in England. The requirement to register was a result of regulations made in 2010 by the Dept for the Environment. Registration was considered to provide the lightest touch approach to meet legal obligations. The Welsh government has advised that septic tanks in Wales will need to be registered by 31st December 2011 but a joint review with government on the requirement to register in England will be announced in the next few weeks. Thanks were extended to Cllr V Edwards for the information that she had provided to the Council.
9.8
Notice Boards for Treflach, Coedygo and Craigllwyn.


A quote for three small notice boards had been sought and a very reasonable price of £55 per board was quoted. Cllr J Barlow proposed that the boards are made and put up and this was seconded by Cllr P Broomby.

9.9
Trefonen Old Cemetery/ Trefonen Churchyard – water source


The clerk had been approached by a member of the public regarding the lack of water in Trefonen old cemetery on the cross. There was a tap in the wall between the cemetery and the churchyard which had been there for some years. Problems arose each year when the frost came and the tap would freeze and burst. The clerk suggested that a small water butt be placed in the cemetery and she had approached the owner of the hairdressers whose building backs onto the cemetery to ask permission to attach it to the guttering at the back of their building. The owner had agreed on condition that there is no cost to them. The cost of the water butt, fittings and cost to erect would be approximately £100. Councillor S Chalk proposed that the work be done and this was seconded by Cllr V Edwards. All were in favour.
10.0
OTHER CORRESPONDENCE
Shropshire Council - Items for consideration
10.1
Section 106 monies for Anwyl Estate Development – Wythen Estate, Morda


Following enquiries to Shropshire Council it was discovered that Sec 106 monies of £59K is available to spend on play equipment on the Anwyl estate in Morda. The clerk was instructed to contact Shaun Burkey at Shropshire Council to make arrangements for consultation with the residents to take place.

10.2
Footpath near ‘Veronica’ in Morda


The footpath that was next to ‘Veronica’ in Morda has recently been fenced in and residents are concerned regarding this matter. The rights of Way officer at Shropshire Council was consulted and after investigations he found that the definitive map and the original parish claim all show the path coming out via the field gate a little further down the road. The new owners who had contacted the highways development control over the status of the land that is now fenced off were satisfied that it was not part of the highway and that they were entitled to enclose it. When the definitive map was checked it became apparent that the stile was not in the correct place but contact with the owner of the field caused problems because he felt that the path should remain where it was walked. Shropshire Council has been corresponding with the owner to try to find a solution and they have offered to put in a kissing gate next to his field gate but have not had an acceptance as yet. The situation will be monitored.
Other 

10.3
 National Grid – copies of Project News with the latest information on National Grid’s Proposals. – For information

11.0
FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

A list of payments due was circulated and it was proposed by Cllr P Richardson that they be paid and this was seconded by Cllr R Milton. All were in favour.

	Chq No
	Payee
	Amount

	1237
	V Smout – Clerk
	634.53

	1238
	Inland Revenue
	183.35

	1239
	Lawrence Direct
	47.92

	1240
	Royce Landscapes
	581.00

	1241
	Tony Parry
	126.00


12.0
ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA FROM COUNCILLORS

Cllr E Evans – Maesbury Road Junction


Cllr P May – Allotments in Morda


Cllr P Broomby- Feedback from LJC meeting 4th October

Meeting Closed at 8.40pm
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