0SWESTRY RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 25th June 2010
 at Rhydycroesau Village Hall 
Present – Councillors –   W Cheetham ( Chair), J Middleton, I Ashley, P Broomby, S Chalk, B Evans, E Evans, V Hunt,  D Jones, S Jones,  R Milton 
Cllr J Barrow – Shropshire Council     R G Ethelston
1.0
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors P Richardson (family commitment), P May (sick), J Barlow (sick) and V Byrne (holidays).
2.0
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There were 2 members of the public present and Mrs N Chetwyd wished to speak to the meeting.
She had been informed that there was an item regarding street lighting outside the village hall in Rhydycroesau on the agenda and this light, if turned around, would shine into her house. She was disappointed that residents had not been consulted regarding the light and commented that there had been no reports of crime or cars broken into on the car park of the hall. She had heard that a resident opposite the hall had complained about the light but surely if it was acceptable to turn around the light for one resident it may upset another. The chair thanked Mrs Chetwyd and said that her comments would be taken into account when the item is reached on the agenda at 9.7.
3.0
MINUTES


To confirm the Minutes of the AGM meeting held on the 28th May 2010.

The minutes of the 26th February were proposed to be adopted as a true record by Cllr V Hunt and seconded by Cllr B Evans. All were in favour.
The minutes of an Extraordinary meeting held on 14th May 2010 were proposed as a true record following a few word amendments.

These were proposed as a true record by Cllr B Evans and seconded by Cllr E Evans.

4.0
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Councillor B Evans declared an interest in item 9.7 Street Light, Rhydycroesau  Councillor P Broomby in 9.1 as the contractor was an acquaintance and Councillor I Ashley in planning application 8.4 as the applicant is an acquaintance. 
5.0
SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL REPORT FOR INFORMATION
Councillor J Barrow reported. She thanked the Parish Council for organising the Extraordinary meeting for residents to be able to ask questions about the Site allocations and Affordable housing. The work on the new Leisure Centre will continue very soon with the new contractor being announced in July. There has been further disruption in the Glentworth Woods with fires being lit and bikes in the wood late at night. The outcome of the questionnaire that went out to residents following the public meeting came down in favour of removing the cycle ramps from the wood so this will happen. However, the imagination and industrious nature of the children’s efforts in constructing these ramps is something to be applauded so the Shropshire Council will endeavour to provide the children with alternative venues both in Morda and Oswestry.  Out of 650 questionnaires that went out, 83 were returned. There was also a complaint that trees were hanging over the highway and this will be looked at by Highways. The signs at Weston Road have been moved back so that they do not obscure vision.
There is a lot of news from Shropshire Council regarding the savings that they will have to make in the next few years and they will be in education, services and jobs. Cllr E Evans asked if there will be an increase in Council Tax. Cllr Barrow said that it was recognised that council tax was frozen following unitary status for two years.
6.0
POLICE REPORT

 The new CSO Kurt Mabe attended and introduced himself. He had previously worked for six years in Whitchurch and was keen to get to know the area and interact with the children. He had attended Glentworth Woods several times and there were no more than 4 children there at any of those times. They were very polite and were local children. There had been a few crime incidents. A stolen horsebox on 12th June, a drugs incident in Trefonen with 1 offender being charged and 3 domestic incidents, 2 in Morda and 1 in Maesbury. There was also an incident in Morda where children had harassed a lady and she had chased them away with a knife. The CSO had advised the children to stay away from the lady in question.

7.0     HIGHWAYS REPORT

The Highways Report was circulated and updated. Councillors reported where action had been taken and works completed. Reminders of any unfinished work would be sent to highways by the clerk.
A report from a meeting between Shropshire Council and the Highways Agency on 21st May 2010  had been circulated and councillors requested that the clerk clarified with the Highways Agency a point at 7 (b) concerning the A483 explaining that ‘Maesbury is a cluster site’ ?

A road closure notice in Weston Lane was read out by the clerk.
8.0       PLANNING MATTERS
8.1
10/01513/FUL Bryn Offa, Old Racecourse, Oswestry – Alterations and extensions to existing outbuilding creating a garden room and 1st floor extension over existing garage to create office accessed by external staircase. – Councillors commented that the property was already large and would not want to see it any larger.
8.2
  10/01511/FUL Land Adj. To South View, Wern Y Wiel, Treflach – No Comments
8.3
10/01939/OUT Sycamore Cottage, Treflach – This application was withdrawn after the agenda went out.
8.4
10/01727/FUL Allt Y Rhiw, Wern Ddu- No comments or objections to this application
8.5
10/02121/FUL Scottish Power – Electricity Sub Station, Weston Lane, Oswestry – Single Storey Extension- No comments or objections to this application.
8.6 
Oswestry Supermarket Applications – OBC/08/15788/OUT Smithfield Livestock Market, OBC/09/15868/OUT J T Hughes/Guttercrest, OBC/09/15869/OUT /15870/LBC Richard Burbidge, 09/02082/FUL Central Car Park – After long discussion  and after taking a vote on the preferred site, it was proposed that the Council comment that the preferred site is the Smithfield site. Other comments were that no one was in favour of the Central Car Park site because of concerns that businesses in the town centre would suffer and that it is essential to keep the livestock market in the town. 
8.7
10/02118/FUL 23 Sweeney Drive, Morda – single storey rear extension following demolition of existing conservatory- No comments or objections to this application
8.8
10/02453/OUT Land adj The Lazy Acre, Treflach – detached bungalow to include access and layout - No comments or objections to this application
8.9
Planning Decisions since the last meeting on 28th May 2010 – A list of decisions made since the last meeting had been circulated.
9.0
MATTERS ARISING
9.1
Trefarclawdd cemetery – Update

A report was circulated following a meeting of the cemetery committee with 5 proposals for work to be carried out. The proposals were passed unanimously and Cllr Broomby abstained due to the fact that she was an acquaintance of the contractor who was to do the work. A letter had also been received from the agents of the owners of the land surrounding the cemetery who had been asked by the Council for a further parcel of land for future use. The owners will not release the area of land suggested but has offered a parcel of land behind the cemetery when required. There is still room for approximately 60 -70 burials yet but the Council will keep in contact with the agent and ask for a letter confirming which land is available and the costs involved.
9.2
Parish Boundary at Nantmawr

This item was deferred to await a reply from Llanyblodwel Parish Council
9.3
Morda Village – raising the Profile & Village Design Statement 

Councillors R Milton reported that there would be a Morda Fete/Disco on 12th September which was being organised to try to get the community together and this event would be used to advertise the VDS for Morda . Unfortunately the opening of a youth club has been delayed because a gentleman who was in place to run it has dropped out and so new volunteers are being sought.
9.4

Morton Playing Field Lease

The clerk has been in contact with the Council’s solicitors who have suggested that maybe a meeting between the church wardens of Morton and the chairman and clerk and Cllr Byrne to try to reach a solution. The clerk would try to arrange this before the next meeting.

9.5
Quarry/Railway/Waterways Report 

Cllr P Broomby reported that there had been no meetings held.
9.6
Interactive Speed Signs

The clerk had received some figures of speeding from the counters that had been set up in Coedygo and Treflach but no figures had been received for Nantmawr and Trefonen. Cllr V Hunt suggested that maybe police could do a monitoring of speeds in some of the villages as they had been successful in other areas recently.

Cllr Chalk asked that the flashing signs promised for Maesbury be put on the next agenda if they were not in place by then.

9.7

Rhydycroesau – Street Light

Cllr Bryan Evans from Rhydycroesau who is the chairman of the village hall had asked for this item to go onto the agenda due to the fact that elderly residents who used the hall had complained of how dark it was when leaving the hall. Following comments made during the public participation session it was decided that to have the street light facing onto the road and onto the car park would cause some nuisance so the hall committee would investigate alternative solutions.
9.8
Old Mapsis Way – Maintenance 

The chairman had taken photographs of the site in question and these were passed around the members. Cllr R Milton suggested that maybe Shropshire Council would consider changing the area that needed maintaining into a car park for the cars that lined the roadside in Trefonen Road, Morda. The clerk was asked to write to Shropshire Council with the Council’s comments and suggestions.
9.9
Affordable Housing – Exception Site/ Site Allocation 

Since the Extraordinary meeting with Jake Berriman, Shropshire Council, councillors from Maesbury had written in stating that there were already deals going on with landowners for sites to build on in Maesbury. Mr Berriman denied that this was true. Cllr Hunt explained that every site would have to go through the planning process and that Shropshire Council has to look at sites and say whether they are suitable or not. He commented that this is a new groundbreaking process. After much discussion it was decided that the Parish Council would respond saying that they are in support of single plot exception sites but no more development was welcomed.
9.10
Oswestry Supermarket Issue

This issue had been discussed at length under planning issues.
9.11
Aston Notice board – gone missing 

The clerk had received a message to say that the Aston Notice board has gone missing. The lady who reported this did say that there had been a group of young people in the vicinity on the night it disappeared and that she would try to find out if it had been pushed in a hedge or something as a joke.


9.12
     Public Service Reviews – Public Spending Cuts

This item was requested by Cllr P May who unfortunately could not attend due to illness so will be deferred to the next meeting.
10.0
OTHER CORRESPONDENCE

10.1   Winter Service Review – for consideration 

Shropshire Council Highways have asked that Parish Councils provide them with details of where they need grit and grit bins in their areas. The clerk asked all councillors to email her with their needs after assessing their areas.

10.2
Childcare Sufficiency Assessment 2011 – notification of consultation 

For information to all councillors
10.3
Consultation on Site Allocations & Management of Development Document – Advice from Democratic Services re: declarations of interest by councillors – for information to all councillors.

10.4
Section 106 monies – Trefonen

A letter had been received from Mrs K Kimber of Trefonen asking if the Sect 106 monies held by Shropshire Council to maintain the grass cutting and maintenance of Chapel Green could be used for work on the playing fields project instead. Councillors discussed the possibilities and decided that it would be unfair if the Parish Council had to meet the cost of maintaining the green by increasing their precept because the Parish Councils covers four other wards. Members asked that a letter was sent to Mrs Kimber explaining that they could not help in this instance.
10.5
Chapel Lane cemetery Ground 


The clerk had received a letter from a family living in a neighbouring house to the Chapel Lane Closed Cemetery. They explained that children were making dens in the wooded area of the cemetery and causing a nuisance. The clerk had forwarded the letter to the United Reformed Church who own the cemetery and had received a reply that they would investigate the matter with the gentleman.

10.6
Wrekin Housing Trust – Receipt of Gift to clerk

The clerk brought to the notice of the councillors that she had been offered a gift of 2 tickets for Shrewsbury Flower Show by Wrekin Housing Trust. She had enquired why she had been made the offer and was told that names were taken from the Town/Parish clerk database. The clerk would like to accept this offer and details would be put on her personnel file. Councillors agreed to the acceptance.
11.0
COMMUNITY SUPPORT 

No requests for community support were made.
12.0
FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
Decision: to accept the list of payments Listed

	Chq No
	Payee
	Amount

	1122
	 R G Ethelston
	196.81

	1123
	Mark Evans
	    8.00

	1124
	Lawrence Direct
	   30.57

	1125
	Oswestry Town Council
	141.00

	1126
	Royce Landscapes
	654.00

	1127
	V Smout – Clerk
	571.26

	1128
	Inland Revenue
	205.14

	
	Total
	£1806.78


 Proposal: To pay the list of payments as listed.
Cllr V Hunt proposed that the payments are paid as listed and this was seconded by Cllr R Milton. All members were in favour.
12.1
The Annual Accounts were presented to go to Mazars, the external auditors and the chair signed them. They were proposed by Cllr W Cheetham and seconded by Cllr R Milton. 

13.0
ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA FROM COUNCILLORS

Cllr E Evans – Cefn Canol Bridge.
The meeting closed at 9.40pm
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