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15 July 2010
Meeting to ask for views on council spending plans
Residents living in the parishes of Oswestry Rural, Kinnerley, Knockin, Llanyblodwel, Melverley, and Llanymynech and Pant will next week be able to find out more about the scale of the cuts Shropshire Council will have to make, and the implications for the way the council does things in the future.

Members of Shropshire Council’s Cabinet will be attending the St Oswald & Llanymynech Local Joint Committee meeting on Tuesday (20 July) as part of an extensive consultation into the council’s budget. As well as making a presentation, they will also be inviting suggestions from local people about how the council should spend its money.
The meeting will be held at Melverley Village Hall. Doors open at 6.30pm for a chance to talk to local councillors, and the meeting proper begins at 7pm.
There will also be a presentation on the new Shropshire Council-led Flood Forum and how local people can feed in their views to this. 
The meeting will also consider responses to an online survey which is asking people what they like most, and least, about living in their area; what they think are the most important issues in the area at the moment; and what they think could or should be done to improve the area. The survey can be found on the Shropshire Council website at www.shropshire.gov.uk/stoswaldsurvey.

Decisions will be made about applications for funding from round two of the LJC’s community fund.
Councillor Arthur Walpole, Chairman of the St Oswald and Llanymynech Local Joint Committee, said: “The council is facing some difficult decisions about how to spend its budget in the coming year. I urge all local people to come along to this meeting to find out more, and to tell us what they think the council’s spending priorities should be.”
The budget consultation will last into the autumn, and the council will be providing various ways for people to make their voices heard.  This will include a “budget simulator” on the council’s website where people can propose their own budget, based on the services that are important to them. There will also be a public event in September, to which residents will be invited so they can have their say.  People will be able to make suggestions and comments in a variety of ways before, during and after the event.
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