Case Study: Oswestry Pilot programme
Organisation: Shropshire Council
Shropshire Council are piloting a project to increase the volume and speed of delivery of rural affordable housing, by creating a database of rural exception sites, suitable for development. Initially the programme is targeting the rural parishes of Oswestry. 

Over 100 potential exception sites in 30 parishes have been identified and appraised from which 45 sites are considered suitable for either group or single plot exception schemes for up to 215 homes. The Implementation team then identify, and negotiate the support of, the relevant landowner.
Following an agreement in principle with the landowner, the Council takes the site forward, by working with the landowner, Parish Council, Housing Association and the Homes and Communities Agency to secure funding and develop the site for local affordable housing.  Currently four sites have been identified with the potential to be the first rural exception developments to be built in the Oswestry area.

This new pro-active approach is a fundamental boost to provision, assisting  the Homes and Communities Agency, Housing Associations, developers and local communities who are facing the challenges of securing delivery of affordable housing, and the particular difficulties in rural areas. The lack of provision for rural housing and its impact on sustaining rural communities is the top regional priority on the housing agenda.

As part of this initiative, Shropshire Council is working closely with Shropshire Housing Group, Oswestry based Elements Europe Ltd and the local community to bring forward up to 16 units of system built housing at the Park Hall site in Oswestry.   The new dwellings will provide ultra sustainable, affordable, energy efficient and easy to maintain accommodation at affordable prices and rents

