SHREWSBURY TOWN COUNCIL
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING

Meeting held at the Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury

At 7.00pm on Thursday 15 April 2010

PRESENT Councillors ARH Townsend (Mayor), Mrs KM Owen (Deputy Mayor), PM Adams, Mrs J Brennand, DC Carroll, T Durnell, JMW Kenny, P Nutting, MT Price, K Roberts & J Tandy

IN ATTENDANCE Helen Ball (Town Clerk); Mike Cox (Outdoor Recreation & Asset Manager); Carol Pullen (Mayor’s Secretary); Bob Handley (Mayor’s Officer); Gill Jones (Community Working Manager – Shropshire Council).

ALSO PRESENT

Mrs Judy Townsend (Mayoress of Shrewsbury)

Mr John Simblet (Shrewsbury Town Centre Residents Association)

Mrs Liz Simblet 
Mr Roland Brown

Ms June Jones

Mr Ray Poiner

Mr Michael Connor (Shrewsbury Tourism Association)

Mrs Rosemary Thornes

Mrs Jessica Williams

Mr Richard Cotterill

Rev Richard Hayes (St Alkmunds Church)

Mr Roger Goodhew

Mrs Carol Goodhew

Mr JE Clarke

Mrs Lloyd-Jones

Mr P Bettis (Shrewsbury Business Chamber)

Mr Edward Goddard (Shrewsbury Tourism Association)

Mr Jake Moore
Mrs Ruther Anderson

Daniel Kawczynski MP

01/10
MAYOR’S WELCOME

The Mayor welcomed those present to the Annual Town Meeting of the Parish of Shrewsbury.  He went on to explain that the purpose of the meeting was to enable residents and organisations of Shrewsbury to raise any matters of interest or concern about the Parish of Shrewsbury.  He reported that the minutes of the meeting will be presented to the Town Council at a future meeting at which any actions that the Town Council may consider worthy to take forward will be considered.
02/10
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

The minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on 15 April 2009 were circulated as read.

It was proposed by Councillor JMW Kenny, seconded by Councillor J Tandy and 

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on 15 April 2009 be approved and signed by the Mayor as a correct record.

03/10
OVERVIEW OF THE TOWN COUNCIL

The Town Clerk gave an overview of the role of the Town Council, the responsibilities that the Town Council has, the issues that the Town Council has had to deal with over the last year and an outline of the future plans of the Town Council.
Gill Jones (Community Working Manager – Shropshire Council) outlined the work of the Town Councillors with the Local Joint Committees.  She reported that the team of Community Regeneration Workers within the town had an excellent working relationship with the Town Council’s senior officers and there was a great deal of partnership working on joint initiatives.
04/10
SHREWSBURY VISION

The Town Clerk gave an overview of the development of a Masterplan for Shrewsbury.  Shropshire Council had appointed consultants to develop the Shrewsbury Vision Regeneration Framework.  Initial work focused around creating a baseline for which work could commence; from the baseline, emerging issues would be identified and a series of consultation workshops would be arranged at which key individuals and organisations would be invited to develop a framework for regeneration.

Mrs Anderson commended the far-ranging vision of the Masterplan.  She asked whether Transition Towns would be consulted.  The Town Clerk would pass the contact details to the consultants.  The Mayor suggested that a representative of Transition Towns may wish to make a presentation to the Town Council.
Reverend Hayes felt that Shrewsbury was an enchanting yet undiscovered town and should be marketed as a historic buildings centre and a cultural centre.

Councillor Nutting saw a role for the Town Council in promoting the town, whilst the Shropshire Council’s key role was to promote the county as a whole.  He commended the work of the Shrewsbury Tourism Association.

Councillor Price listed some of the visitor gems for Shrewsbury including Theatre Severn, the Music Hall and the Flaxmill all of which will help to promote the Shrewsbury brand.

05/10
ST ALKMUNDS CHURCH

Reverend Hayes extended an open invitation to all present to an open evening at St Alkmunds Church to see the refurbishment work which had taken place to allow the church to be a Cultural and Artistic Centre for the town.

06/10
TOILETS

Reverend Hayes made reference to the closed toilets in Butcher Row.  He felt that if Shrewsbury was to be successful as a visitor destination it needed to have good quality toilets.  He gave the toilets in Broadway as a good example of a well run facility where the local council employed toilet attendants.

Councillor Nutting, as Leader of the Town Council made no apologies for the closure of the facility given the significant levels of anti-social behaviour witnessed in the facility; the actions had received the full backing from the Police.  He reported that the Town Council were monitoring other toilets within the town to ensure that the anti-social behaviour did not relocate to other facilities, whilst feasibility work was being undertaken to ascertain alternative facilities.

Councillor Price reported that all the other toilets within the town were to be refurbished as part of the Town Council’s commitment to providing better quality facilities.

Mr Michael Connor made reference to a scheme in Richmond in which local businesses made their toilet facilities open to the general public.
07/10
PIGEONS

Mrs Simblet asked whether the Town Council could consider ways to reduce the proliferation of pigeons within the town.  Not only were they a health risk, they posed a threat to the fabric of many historic buildings.  She asked the Town Council to consider ways in which pigeons could be fed which would render any eggs produced sterile and also erect notices asking residents not to feed the pigeons.
Councillor Kenny advised that pigeons were an Environmental Health matter which would be the responsibility of Shropshire Council.  Councillor Roberts suggested that the Town Council might also look to creating a bylaw to prevent people from feeding pigeons.

08/10
SHREWSBURY TRAIN STATION

Daniel Kawczynski MP asked whether a private organisation could consider implementing a left luggage facility at the train station.  He had received representation from visitors who had not been able to explore the town fully as they had to take their luggage with them.

09/10
MARKET HALL

Daniel Kawczynski MP made reference to a stall holder in the Market Hall who had recently had £200 worth of products stolen.  He asked whether the Town Council would look at increased security. 

Councillor Durnell reported that he was Shropshire Council’s Member Champion for CCTV, Streetscene and Enforcement.  He would raise the issue of security and whether mobile CCTV cameras could be installed to combat the problem.  He also reported that the town was suffering from high levels of graffiti; he urged anyone witnessing people graffitiing to report it to the police.
10/10
SHUTS

Councillor Owen asked whether more could be done to improve the Shuts within the town centre as their quirkiness would attract more tourists.

Mrs Anderson reported that the Shrewsbury Town Centre Residents Association was looking to clean up some of the Shuts within the town.

11/10
CARPARKING

Mr Poiner questioned the need to charge for car parking up to 8pm.  It meant that residents attending this meeting or visiting the theatre had to pay to park.

Councillor Price reported that Shropshire Council were reviewing car parking charges across the county and the review panel was recommending that charges stop after 6.00pm.  He did however report that there needed to be a balance between the car parking charges within the town centre and the charges at the Park & Ride facilities as there was a conscious effort to encourage people to use the Park & Ride rather than drive into the town centre.
12/10
AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT

Mr Simblet raised the issue of Air Quality Management and asked that consultants for Shrewsbury Vision consider how to address the problems of poor air quality in the town.  He felt that Shrewsbury should strive to have good air quality rather than have air quality just above the minimum standard.

Gill Jones reported that the consultants were aware of the problems of air quality and it would feature in any plans.

13/10
SHREWSBURY TOURISM ASSOCIATION

Mr Michael Connor outlined some of the initiatives running with the Wrexham & Shropshire Railway which allows for 2 nights B&B and transport from Marylebone Station.  He reported that the Association was having discussions about similar initiatives with Arriva Trains Wales.
