SHREWSBURY TOWN COUNCIL

Meeting of Council

Held at Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury

At 6.00pm pm Monday 11 July 2011

PRESENT

Councillors JA Durnell (Mayor), K Roberts (Deputy Mayor), P Adams, Mrs JM Brennand, DS Carroll, DS Farmer, I Jones, JMW Kenny, AN Mosley, MT Price & J Tandy

IN ATTENDANCE

One member of the Public, Helen Ball (Town Clerk), Andy Watkin (Responsible Financial Officer), Clive Wright (Shropshire Council – Central Area Director) & Reverend Prebendary Mark Thomas.

APOLOGIES 

Councillors Mrs A Chebsey, Mrs J Jones, P Nutting, Mrs KM Owen & ARH Townsend.

PRAYERS
Prayers were said by Reverend Prebendary Mark Thomas.
16/11
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None declared.

17/11
WELCOME

The Mayor welcomed Clive Wright to the meeting.  Mr Wright takes up his post as Central Area Director in mid September.  He advised that he was looking forward to joining Shropshire Council and building up a strong working relationship with the Town Council.  Whilst he had not yet started in post, he was attending relevant meetings and had already started a dialogue with officers of the Town Council.
18/11
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL

The minutes of the Council meetings held on 9 May 2011, 16 June 2011 & 28 June 2011 were submitted as circulated and read.

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Council meetings held on 9 May 2011, 16 June 2011 and 28 June 2011 be approved and signed as a correct record.

19/11
MATTERS ARISING

(i) Re Min 140/10 – Butcher Row Toilets – The Town Clerk reported that the planning application had now been lodged with the Planning Authority and was awaiting validation and consideration.

(ii) Re Min 15/11 – Annual Accounts 2011 – The Town Clerk reported that the RFO had submitted all relevant information to the External Auditor.

20/11
MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

Details of the Mayor and Deputy Mayor’s activities since being elected were circulated for Members’ information.  The Mayor reported that he had been exceptionally busy over the first few weeks of his Mayoral year.  This had included interviews on local radio.  He thanked the Deputy Mayor who had attended a number of engagements on his behalf.

21/11
PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

None received.
22/11
MEMBERS’ QUESTIONS

None received.
23/11
FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 9 MAY 2011 

(i) Re Min 101/10 – Energy from Waste Appeal – Councillor Mosley enquired of progress in preparing a statement for the Energy from Waste Appeal.  The Town Clerk advised that Brooke Smith Planning of Birmingham had been appointed to assist the Town Council in its preparation of a witness statement.  The statement was scheduled to be ready by mid-August for approval by Members in readiness for submission to the Planning Inspector.  Councillor Price asked whether the Planning Consultant could look at the recent Planning Inspector’s decision from Newark & Sherwood where the appeal had been dismissed on visibility grounds.
(ii) Re Min 100/10 – Vehicle Activated Signs – Councillor Tandy enquired of progress on procuring vehicle activated signs.  The Town Clerk advised that work was underway identifying exact locations for the six sites. Discussions were also ongoing with a supplier to procure a facility that would also record data.
It was proposed by Councillor Price, seconded and
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held on 9 May 2011 be received and accepted
24/11
FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 6 JUNE 2011 

(i) Re Min 6/11 (i) – Shropshire Olympian Festival – Councillor Tandy questioned the worth of the Carousel at the Olympian Festival.  He felt that in future greater scrutiny should be given to funding applications.

(ii) Re Min 11/11 – Apprenticeship Scheme – Councillor Kenny asked whether the Town Council would consider recruitment via Enable.  The Town Clerk reported that there was already one member of staff who had been recruited via Enable.  The Apprenticeship Scheme was designed to look at succession planning.  The Personnel Committee would need to consider any further recruitment needs.
(iii) Re Min 16/11 – ALC Localism Conference – Councillor Mosley had attended the Conference and had been concerned to learn of Government’s intention to appoint Community Organisers across the country; he felt it was an insult to all Councillors as that was the role that they had been fulfilling for decades.  Members were fully supportive of the view and requested the Town Clerk to convey the Town Council’s position to the Shropshire Association of Local Councils, the National Association of Local Councils and Government.

It was proposed by Councillor Price, seconded and

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held on 6 June 2011 be received and accepted

25/11
PLANNING COMMITTEE – 19 APRIL 2011

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Brennand, seconded and

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 19 April 2011 be received and accepted
26/11
PLANNING COMMITTEE – 10 MAY 2011

Councillor Tandy advised that he had been substituting for Councillor I Jones and not Councillor Price.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Brennand, seconded and

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 10 May 2011 be received and accepted
27/11
PLANNING COMMITTEE – 7 JUNE 2011

(i) Re Min 3/11 – Feedback from the Planning Authority - Councillor I Jones questioned the value of the Town Council having a Planning Committee.  He felt that the Planning Authority didn’t take the comments made by the Town Council seriously.  Councillor Price, speaking in his capacity as Portfolio Holder for Planning advised that the Town Council fulfilled its role as a Statutory Consultee in the planning process well and the Planning Authority did take the Town Council’s comments seriously; any adverse comments that the Town Council held often resulted in the application being withdrawn, refused or amended to address those concerns.  He also advised that Shropshire Council promoted the work of the Town Council’s Planning Committee as best practice and other Parish & Town Councils regularly contacted the Town Council to seek guidance.
(ii) Re Min 5/11 – Tesco – Councillor Mosley expressed his concern about the type of initiatives Tesco was proposing to mitigate against any affects on the vitality of the town centre as a result of any supermarket expansion.  The Town Clerk reported that Action for Market Towns had recently published a report called Town Centre Comeback which presented case studies from a number of market towns where s106 agreements had been negotiated as part of Tesco expansions and had derived significant benefit to the town.  It would be essential as part of any planning permission that a similar agreement is secured for Shrewsbury.
It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Brennand, seconded and

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 7 June 2011 be received and accepted
PLANNING COMMITTEE – 28 JUNE 2011
The Planning Minutes had unavoidably not been circulated, but the Town Clerk had appraised members on matters discussed including the Town Council’s position on pre-application discussions.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Brennand, seconded and

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 28 June 2011 be held over until the next Full Council meeting.

28/11
RECREATION & LEISURE COMMITTEE – 1 JUNE 2011 

(i) Re Min 4/11 – Cycle Shrewsbury – Councillor Tandy enquired when the Smithfield Road cycle lane was likely to be constructed.  The Town Clerk advised that no specific date had been scheduled but it would avoid the Flower Show and pre-Christmas trading.
(ii) Re Min 6/11 – BMX Facilities – Councillors Mosley, Price & Farmer raised the proposed improvements to the BMX facility at Greenfields and the money which had been ring-fenced from their respective Local Joint Committees.  All acknowledged that the Town Council needed to be assured that the correct levels of health & safety had been adhered to particularly given that there was an expectation that the Town Council should assume future maintenance responsibilities.  They all felt that in such circumstances in the future, the Town Council would be best to lead on projects that affect Town Council land rather than the Community Action Team.

(iii) Re Min 9/11 – Markets – Councillors I Jones & Farmer commented on the activity in the market and that despite a national downwards trend in markets, Shrewsbury was considerably buoyant.

(iv) Re Min 11/11 – Allotments – Councillor Price asked whether consideration could be given to supporting the Adelphi Care Centre which was keen to set up a community garden.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Brennand, seconded and

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Recreation & Leisure Committee meeting held on 1 June 2011 be received and accepted.

29/11
CIVICS COMMITTEE – 26 APRIL 2011 

(i) Re Min 21/10 – Review of the Mayoral Year – Members sought clarification of the process by which organisations invited the Mayor to events and the Mayor was informed of any requirements of him.  The Town Clerk advised that a pro-forma was sent out to all organisations who had invited the Mayor, on which details of what was expected of the Mayor were completed.
(ii) Re Min 30/10 – Twinning – Councillor Tandy enquired of the programme for the Twinning visit to Shrewsbury.  The Town Clerk advised that the programme was being finalised and would cover the town’s remembrance activities between 10-14 November 2011.
It was proposed by Councillor Farmer, seconded and

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Civics Committee meeting held on 26 April 2011 be received and accepted.

30/11
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING – 28 APRIL 2011 

The minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on 28 April 2011 were submitted as circulated and read.  Whilst it was the responsibility of the Annual Town Meeting itself to approve the minutes for accuracy, the Town Council was required to consider any matters which may need action; these had been considered at a recent Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting.  Councillors I Jones & Kenny asked whether their names could be added to the attendance list.

It was proposed by Councillor Kenny, seconded and

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on 28 April 2011 be noted.

31/11
SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL – CONSULTATION – SHREWSBURY TOWN CENTRE PAY & DISPLAY AND MOTORCYCLE PARKING BAYS

Members considered proposals to amend the waiting times and charges for on street parking as well as amendments to motorcycle bays within the town.  Whilst this was a formal consultation, there had been reports in the press that this had been withdrawn.  Clarification had been sought but not received.  Councillor Price offered to seek clarification from the relevant Portfolio Holder.
RESOLVED: That no comments be given until clarification of Shropshire Council’s position is received.

32/11
SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL – CONSULTATION – DISCONTINUANCE OF WAKEMAN SCHOOL
Members considered the formal consultation into the closure of Wakeman School.  It was reported that the Council had submitted a comprehensive response to the informal consultation.

RESOLVED: That the Town Council has nothing more to add to the comments previously submitted to Shropshire Council in relation to the closure of Wakeman School.

33/11
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS

It was reported that the Christmas Lights Working Group had met on two occasions since the last Council meeting at which they had developed a specification for improvements to the Christmas Lighting Stock, the primary focus of which had been to keep within the existing budgets.

RESOLVED:

(i) That the Working Group’s specification form the basis of a formal tender;
(ii) That Officers be authorised to circulate the tender in accordance with the Town Council’s Financial Regulations;
(iii) That the Finance & General Purposes Committee approve the final proposals at its meeting on 1 August 2011. 

34/11
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC
RESOLVED: That members of the press and public be excluded on the grounds that there is likely to be the disclosure of confidential information (s1 (2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960)

35/11
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE – 21 JUNE 2011 

It was proposed by Councillor Carroll, seconded and

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Personnel Committee meeting held on 21 June 2011 be received and accepted.

