EARLS HILL NATURE RESERVE
& UPPER HAPPY VALLEY

During May the bluebells and wild garlic should be in full bloom on the wooded lower slopes of Earls Hill. This walk will take you on a route through the upper part of Happy Valley into the Nature Reserve and through the woods.

Starting from the Library, walk past the Mary Webb School into Bogey Lane. In 100 yards turn right along the tarmac track to a stile on your left at the brow of the bank. Cross the field and bear left along the track to join the road. Turn left for 100 yards and turn right along a track, passing a pool on your right. At the top of the bank turn right along the track passing 2 more pools. Continue along the track for about 300 yards to a wicket gate on your right. (You are now in the Nature Reserve) Bear left across the field, passing through 2 field gates to a stile.

Continue ahead across a small meadow, passing several grassy anthills, to a stile.

Continue ahead along a path through the wood with the Habberley Brook below you on the left. (In 50 yards notice the big tree growing out of the steep bank above the brook)  Follow the path for about 200 yards getting closer to the Brook as you go. Look for steps on your right that climb steeply away from the Brook. It is a slog up this section but it is only about 200 yards before you reach a stile and the bridleway that runs round the foot of Earls Hill. 

Turn left along the bridleway (ignore the bridleway that forks left in 20 yards), passing through a wicket gate. As you start to descend through the wood bluebells and wild garlic cover the ground right down the slope. At the bottom of the steep bank turn right along a bridleway that becomes a stoney track. Continue ahead and join the tarmac road. At the junction bear left to join the Habberley Road. Turn right for 100 yards and turn right along Linley Terrace back to the Library.

Distance 3 ½ miles    Time about 2 hours
