PONTESFORD HILL via THE NILLS
Start from School Green and walk past the phone box to Pontesbury Hill Road. At the brow of the hill bear left along Top Road. (Nice views of Long Mountain and the Breiddons to your right). When Top Road rejoins Lower Road turn left, immediately, FOLLOWING THE ROUGH road. In 50 metres take a path that bears to the right and pass round the side of a large gate. In a few metres turn left into the trees and follow the twisty path over a small climb before descending to the edge of the wood. Turn right along the path for 50 metres to a stile. Turn right in front of Nills Cottage (former home of authoress Mary Webb) along the edge of the wood to a stoney track in about 150 metres. Bear right along the track (The Dingle) for about 200 metres, AND THEN turn sharp left through a wicket gate on a grassy bridleway. 
In 100 metres or so pass between the cottages at Nills Farm and down the farm track to the Habberley road (Earls Hill is straight ahead with wooded Pontesford Hill slightly left). Cross the road with care and pass through a wicket gate into the field. Walk up the edge of the field and turn right along the top edge, keeping the fence on your left, to a stile in the corner. Turn left  and keeping the hedge on your right cross 2 fields, via 2 stiles and a little bridge, to a stile at the foot of Earls Hill.***
Turn left down the track to join Grove Lane. Bear left along Grove Lane to the Habberley Road, turn right into the village and back to School Green past the Plough Inn.     

TOTAL DISTANCE 2 ½ miles approx.

*** If you are feeling fit why not climb to the top of Earls Hill??

Cross the track to a kissing gate and continue straight ahead up The Craft. When you reach the top of the valley pause for breath and admire the view behind you! Turn right up a wide grassy path to the summit of Earls Hill (magnificent views in all directions). Continue straight on down the broad ridge with Habberley down below ahead. Descend steeply (with great care) to a stile and turn right to a track. Turn right to *** and back to the village.
TOTAL DISTANCE 3 ½ miles approx.
