REA VALLEY AND HAPPY VALLEY TO HABBERLEY
RETURN VIA POLESGATE – 10 miles

Starting from School Green, walk down the Main Road and into Station Road. Continue ahead down Boycott Lane for about 1 mile. 50 yards before the Rea Brook bridge cross the stile on your right and follow the path along the river bank. Keeping close to the river, continue ahead across 5 fields and 5 stiles to a stiled bridge over a stream slightly to your right. Cross the next grassy field to Hinton Lane. 2 ½ miles covered.

Turn left along the road for 25 yards to a stile on your right. Turn left and follow the field edge round to the Pontesford Brook. Follow the brook upstream to a stile, cross and climb the steps up the embankment to your right. Turn right along the old railway for 200 yards to the Back Lane. Turn left along the lane to the main road in Pontesford. Cross with care and turn left to the Plealey turn. Walk up the Plealey road for 100 yards, past the farm house, and turn right onto a path by an old chicken shed.

Cross the stile and keep to the lower edge of the field to a stile into the wood. Follow the path for 100 yards to a stile on your left into the field. Turn right along the edge of the field for 200 yards to a stile back into the wood. Follow the path through the wood for about 400 yards to a narrow track. Turn left and immediately right along the track that climbs through the trees. After 250 yards pass through a wicket gate and carry on ahead through a small stable yard. In about 100 yards you emerge onto a stoney lane between 2 cottages. 4 ½ miles covered.

Turn right and in 50 yds bear left down a path that descends into Happy Valley. * At the valley bottom continue ahead and after 100 yards cross the Brook (there are stepping stones of a sort!!). Continue ahead for 200 yards and then bear right up a stoney path that climbs out of the valley to Earls Hill Barn. 

Turn right along the lane for 150 yards to a wicket gate ** on your left. Walk up the field, bearing slightly left, to join the path at the back of Earls Hill. Turn left along the path through 2 wicket gates to the foot of Earls Hill Rocks. Follow the path below the rocks for about 350 yards to a fork. Take the left fork to a wicket gate 20 yards ahead.

Cross the field, bearing slightly left, to a gate/gap and go across the next field, passing a large tree, to a gate onto a stoney lane. Follow the lane straight ahead to a farm yard and emerge onto the road in Habberley. Turn right to the Mytton Arms in 100 yards. 7 ½ miles covered.  (Refreshments & toilets available)
Continue ahead past the church. Turn left on to the Minsterley road and follow this up the climb and past Bank Farm on your left. In 200 yards turn right into the Poles Coppice car park. Bear left and follow the hedge on your left to a stile by a gate. Continue ahead down 2 fields to a gate on to a farm track. Turn right along the track, past Polesgate Farm, to a gate by a pond. Turn left on to Pontesbury Hill Road and follow it down to the village and School Green. 10 miles covered. 
* If the brook is too deep to cross double back for 100 yds to a footbridge to your left.  Cross and climb the bank to a stile into a field.  Turn left up the field through a gap to Earls Hill Barn lane and the wicket gate.  **
