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Contacts and references | The Parish Plan for Clun and Chapel Lawn

oo:”m.n*

General

AONB Ah_.mm of Outstanding Natural wmmcg
' Partnership - General

. Bishop’s Castle and District 003_._._.:55 Land

. Telephone .. Website Clun and Chapel Lawn, like many other parishes, has been working towards having
| B more say in policy decisions which affect the locality. In order to promote rurai
_ regeneration, the government, through district and county councils, is encouraging

01588 674084 _, www shropshirehillsaonb.co.uk communities to have a Parish Plan adopted for each area. For this purpose, a

m . www.landforpeople.co.uk/

Trust projects/bishopscastle steering group for Clun and Chapel Lawn was set up, early in 2007, to consult and
i Chapel Lawn Website 1 www.squirefarm.co.uk/Chapel Lawn Village draw up proposals for such a plan, to be presented to and, in the end, adopted by the
' Glun and Chape! Lawn Parish Gouncll (Clerk Mr T T ) Parish Council. This document is the outcome of that process: a description of the
| C. E. Wiliams) 01584 674661 . www.clun.org.uk/parishcounail work of the group can be found in an annex to the plan, on page 24. Copies are being

Clun Chronicle Am,,..m__,mm_.m Eom;:_q at mm<m:m_ cutlets in Clun) - = =" - , . _
Clun and Chapel Lawn Parishioners {potential contact via The Chronicle or The Redlake, or an organized masting)

, Clun Voluntary Car Scheme
' Clun Website

Community Council of Shropshire
- Wheels to Work

' DEFRA:
Areas of outstanding natural beauty
Palicy — sustainable farming
Flooding
| Dial-a-Ride, Bishop's Caslle
Good Neighbours ,
Hereford Diocese (Communications Officer)
English Herltage

“ Environment Agency: _u_oo.n_m:m ’
(Flood line; 24 hour service)

Farming and Wildife Advisory Group
i Forestry Commission, Mortimer Forest Office
- Girl Guides (Girlguiding UK)
! _:amumjnmmn _..ms:u _um;_...maz_u.
; Marches m:m_.m< Agency

i Memorial Hall Gommittee {Chair David m;zmsv.

Natural England

| NHS

* Dentists

. Meadows Surgery, Clun
Patient Transport Service

' Primary Care Trust, Shropshira

Parish Paths Partnership (P3}, Shropshire
Councll {Countryside Access Team)

| Palice:
Local Police Station
Local Police Team

i West Mercia Police

' The Redlake (free a,ﬁ&c:zo.: in Chapel _.mfw.:v
Royal Air Force {flying complaints)
|

+ Scout Association

i Sharenergy : )

' South Shropshire Housing Association

- South Shropshire Youth Forum

Veolia Environmental Services Shropshire

distributed to every household in the Parish and, in addition, the report and
— accompanying data will be published as a CD-Rom, being a form by which various
Jisasbdo 751t : e — ) official groups can work with the proposals: the CD-Rom will also be available to

weww.clun org.uk bl M
e = LY individuals, on application.

. 01743360641 ' www.shropshire-rec.org.uk

_ www._shropshire-rce.org.ukitransport An early slogan for the steering group was ‘Your Parish, Your Say’. This Parish Plan
0117 3728106 www.defra.gov.ukiwildlife-countryside/ is the fruit of much consultation and discussion with people within the parish and
t protected-areas/aonb.htm beyond, over the past two years. It sets out, for a number of key areas, the

- www.defra.gov.uk/farm/policy/sustain P . . . A e
' 0845 988 1188 1 wwww.defra gov.uklenviron/fod aspirations of the community for the community. It is not a set of solutions, quick-fix

- - — or otherwise. Instead, it invites the people of the parish, through the Parish Council,

UN“MMM MMNMWM — —— —== to take up issues through action, in coliaboration with all those involved. This

01432373342 | www.hersford.angiicanog engagement with issues will require ooB:._::,_mi and patient ‘working, not least
108703331181  www.english-heritage.org.uk & politically, at all leveis; from the local parish, through the unitary authority and

, 0845988 1188 www environment-agency.gov.uki statutory and voluntary agencies, to government departments. To begin this process,
Az .| homeandieisureffioods . the plan has been presented to the Parish Council, with the recommendation that its
(01939262150 www.fwagorguk progress be monitored annually, with a full review after five years. The major

01584 877544 www.forestry.gov.uk/imarches objectives identified are summarised in the finai section of the plan:

_omc;ma%%_sss.n_ﬂ_uca_:uba.cx
101743210820  www.ilp-tdcouk
, 01743 .m#m.ooq _g.ammbﬂbr B
01588 640352 .

03000 600 608 : www.naturalengland.org. ik

‘Making Clun and Chapel Lawn Parish a better piace to live in’.

0845 4647 | www.nhs,uk - search undar 'dentists’
' 01588 B40573 | www.wmas.nhs.uk/AtYourService/
! referral __umama._.a:m_uo:mmiomm_.ﬁz&mm.amﬁm::.mmux
' required www.shropshire.nhs.uk

01743255061  www.shropshire.gov.ukicountryside. nsf -
« Outdaoor recreation service - Where to volunteer -
Parish Paths Partnership

0845 744 4888
- 01743 264777
030003333000 Eii.imm._aoqn_m..uo_mnm.c_m

101547 530530 _ theredlake@squirefarm.co.uk

- 01407 762241 | www.raf.mod. ukirafvalieyfyinginfo/

. Ext 7869 i 1 complain.cfm _

| 0845 300 1818 | www.scouts.arg.uk

' 07881 934183 "Em:mqm_ﬁm?noou.

1 01588 676200 ! www.sshropsha.co.ukhome/oontact, aspx
01584 877782 " www.ssyf.net o

01743 452 150 www.vedligenvironmentalservices.co.uk
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Making Clun and Chapel Lawn Parish
a better place to live in

It is apparent that most residents already like living in Clun and Chapel Lawn
Parish but improvements can still be made. We are all part of a close-knit, friendly
community, with a healthy mix of some whose families have lived here for
generations and others who have chosen to move here more recently.

Maintaining and enhancing the quality of our environment depends upon those
people who manage the land and our historic buildings, who must be supported.

Many of the advantages we enjoy are described in this plan, as are the difficulties
of living in our rural area. The drawbacks include problems with flooding, the
possible loss of some community facilities, the volume of HGV traffic through the
town, speeding vehicles and existing and potential future difficulties with TV &
radio reception, slow broadband speed and poor telephone coverage.

However, the major issues to be addressed are the shortage of affordable
housing and the need to attract more local employment, both being essential in
order to allow our younger people the option of remaining in the district. Also,
there is a need for the provision of public transport, sufficient to allow access to
facilities and services not available in the immediate locality and, preferably, to
enable travel to places of work or education.

Some other shortcomings relate to pedestrian safety and the need to expand and
improve recreational and leisure opportunities, particularly for teenagers.

We should not ignore other aspirations identified, such as the sale of local
products and the establishment of community energy generation projects.

Improvements will not happen just because we wish them to - commitment and
effort by many people will be required, so if anyone is prepared to ‘do their bit, do
please come forward and volunteer to help out - it will be greatly appreciated.

To do so, please, in the first instance, contact the Parish Clerk, Mr Eric Williams,
Tel. 01584 813255 or e-mail, clunpc@gmail.com

How the Parish Plan was produced

The group was set up following a public meeting in February, 2007. From the
original twelve volunteers (plus four councillors) the active membership settled at
ten, meeting monthly. Over two and a half years, the group members contributed
a total of over 1,000 hours of their leisure time.

The brief was to focus on a number of topics including; Amenities,
Communications, Community Facilities, Demographics, Education, Employment,
Environment, Health, Heritage, Housing, Leisure, Policing, Services, Transport
and Young People. For those which had most relevance to the parish, the final
plan was to include recommendations for action.

24

Today, a church and a chapel, two community halls, a Primary School and a Post
Office (within a thriving supermarket), a handful of other shops and two public houses
still remain. Though proud to be called a town, Clun is far from urban.

As well as farming, there is a variety of occupations, with a few small workshops and
factory units and some home working. Tourism also comprises a significant sector of
the local economy.

Chapel Lawn, together with some small townships, is the southern ward of the parish.
Geographically, it is dominated by the Iron Age hill fort of Caer Caradoc and the
ancient sessile oak plantation of Bryneddin Wood. Economically, the ward comprises
a small number of farms, together with quite a few successful small businesses,
many of them arts and crafts related. The importance of tourism in this area is
growing, due partly to its popularity with walkers, and several properties now offer
holiday accommodation. There is a sprinkling of retired people within the total
population of approximately 160 but very few children. Chapel Lawn has its own
Parish Church, a thriving and well-supported Village Hall but, sadly, no inns or shops.

The Parish as a whole is lively and active, with many groups and societies and a
notable record in charitable fund-raising. There are two main celebrations drawing
people from a wide area. The Clun Carnival and Show, now well over 100 years old,
takes place at the beginning of August and, of more recent origin, the Green Man
Festival is in May where, in a custom said to date back centuries, the Green Man of
Clun is confronted by the Ice Queen, in the Battle on the Bridge.

Maintaining this life and the communities in the parish is now a major challenge. In the
2001 census the population of the whole 22,000 acre parish was 1,084, about half of
whom lived in Clun itself. {In 1901 the population was double that of 2001 and in a
similar proportion). The legacy of the combination of history and geography, briefly set
out here, is given substance in the issues identified in the findings and
recommendations of this Parish Plan.
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Children and
young people

The questionnaire asked about facilities for
young people and inquired if youth provision
should be supplied by the parish. Clun
Young Farmers’ Club members were
consulted in a separate exercise, as were
young mothers at Clun Parent and Toddler
Group.

Clun’s teenagers were interviewed by the
youth worker at Bishop’s Castle Community
College. It is probably fair to say that the
group who were under-represented in the
consultation were primary school children.
The students at the college generally liked
living in Clun but sometimes found it a littie
too quiet, although, when answering another
question, most said that they would not wish
to see Clun become a larger town through
increased development.

Most are concerned about the lack of youth
activity facilities and do not consider Clun to
be ‘teen friendly’ but a place for families with
young children and for retired people. Many
believe that they will leave the area following
their education, in order to find suitable
employment, though the majority would
prefer to remain, if possible.

Employment and
training

Employment in Clun and Chapel Lawn
appears divided equally between the
employed and self-employed. There are no
large employers and small businesses
predominate. Whilst in a rural area,
agriculture might have been expected to be
a major activity, it accounts for only 17% of
the economy with the service sector,
including retail and leisure, being the major
area of employment with 50%. The public
sector includes 26% of the active workforce.
In Chapel Lawn, over half the population run
their own businesses.

The Parish enjoys very low unemployment
with fewer than 2% of the economically

Issues

Travelling

To work, school, college and to activities
nut of the local area

(e.g. Swimming, Paintballing, lce Rink etc )

Work opportunities
Apprenticeships
Training

Young people

Under 5s:
Parenting support

Only one toddlers’ session per week
Primary School age:

Teenagers:
Youth Club
Discos

Sports faciities

Teen Cafe
Scouts & Guides

active seeking work. A significant proportion
(42%) of the questionnaire responders were
retired. 54% of the economically active
worked at or near their homes, whilst 46%
needed to travel. Less than 3% used public
transport.

Issues

Transport

Nearly half the worldtraining required
arcess to personal transport, public
transport was not an option to work or train

Recruitment

With low fevels of unemployment
businesses found difficulty in recruiting
suitable staff

22

Actions

Increased advice and heip with grants and
schemes

More litter bins
Local ‘pick up litter walks

Half of Bury Ditches and Radnor Wood are
plannied to be retumed to native trees, Black
Hill will be 95% replanted with conifers

Possibly to form a working group to discuss
a way forward

Leafiet for landowners showing Shropshire
Council cutting policies should be mare
widely available

Information about local walks is already
widely available in Clun but could possibly
be accessed by additional means

The Hurst to Waterloo is a possible new
route

Paths are presently maintained by the
Parish Paths Partnership (P3) - a group of
local volunteers

Information needed: leaflets about farmers’
responsibilities to be made available

Interested parties and contacts

AQNB Partnership
Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group
Natural England

Shropshire Council - Environmental
Maintainance: litier and Street Scene

Forestry Commission - Mortimer Forest
Office

Townspeople, Memorial Hall Committee
Parish Council, Hereford Diocese
Shropshire Council

Shropshire Council -
Highway Maintenarice

Clun and Chapel Lawn websites
Clun Chronicle, The Rediake
Booklets and maps in Clun shops

Shopshire Council
Parish Paths Partnership (P3)

Shropshire Council - Countryside Access
team
Parish Paths Partnership (P3)

AONB (e.g. ‘Farmers Den’)
DEFRA - Policy - sUstainable farming

’
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Recreation
and leisure

Clun is presently well served for picnic,
recreational, play areas and public
spaces - most people (80 to 90%) found
these to be adequate or excellent.
Parishioners take their exercise very
seriously; 18 forms of exercise were
mentioned, with walking the most popular,
enjoyed by 80%. Of those who waiked for
exercise, around one in six walked with
an organised local walking group. The
majority (90%) were happy with facilities
for exercise within the parish but there
were some requests for further provision.
Many people wanted more day and
evening activities for all ages; e.g.
classes, talks, keep fit or similar, dancing,
music and craft.

One in six thought the provision of
benches in Clun was inadequate; some
said more were needed, others, that a
different design to those currently at the
Memorial Hall might be preferable.

Issues

Exercise

Requests relevant to the Memorial Hall
A larger pitch suitable for adult teams
hanging rooms

More fitness classes / clubs

Modest gym facilities

Tennis and Croquet

Other requests:

A swimming pool (recognised to be
unlikely)

Alternative sports (e.g skate boarding,
wall chimbing)

Activities should include voung people and
families

More advertising of walking groups
Organised weekend family walking-groups
Activities

Panshioners would like a greater range of
activities {both recreational and
educational) on Jiffereni days of the week
and times of the day (some out of working
hours)

The provision of a créche would be helpful

Benches

More benches of a more cormifortable
design were sought - some locations were
suggested
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Actions

Request a maintenance programme for the
Parish
AskK for lengthsren to be provided

Requesi to DEFRA

Refer to Shropshire Council and Royal Air
Forcs

Seek advice from Shropshire Council

Seeh advice from Shropshire Council

Consultation with people of Clun and Chapel

Lawn

Planned for Shropshire by 2010

Look at individual cases (shields or
reflectors)

Altemnafive to sodium lights
Guidelines on security lighting

Interested parties and contacts

Environmient Agency - houses, gardens
and land {Flooding)

Shropshire Council - roads (Flooding)
Clun Pansh Council

DEFRA - Flooding

Shropshire Council
Royal Air Force

Shropshire Council - Environmental
Maintenance - Dog Warden Service
Shropshire Council - Environmental
Maintenance - Street Scene

Shropshire Council - Waste management -
Bulky waste

Also, for general waste-related 1ssues
Veolia Environmental Services

Shropshire Council - Waste management

Shropshire Council -
Environmental Maintenance - Street
Lighting
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Transport, fravel
and roads

Clun is positioned on one of only two ‘A’
roads running north-south through the
county! The constraints of the narrow
square and historic Clun Bridge affect the
ability of traffic, especially HGVs to pass
through the town. Damage to the ancient
bridge has occurred frequently, resulting in
delays to traffic and significant costs of
repair, Speeding on the approaches to the
town was perceived to be a problem with
around half of residents being concerned
by the situation. The narrow roads of the
town and lack of off-street parking
frequently cause bottlenecks, as traffic
attempts to negotiate the streets and
parked vehicles.

Clun has limited reguiar pubiic transport
between Bishop’s Castle, Craven Arms,
Ludiow and Newtown. In addition, a
passenger responsive bus system is
available for occasional journeys, Most
people were aware of the public transport
system, with some 25% having used it.
However, only 8% of responders were
able to use public transport for their
journeys to work or school.

Issues

Traffic

Traffic through the Town Square and over
Clun Bridge 1s a problem, aespecially with
HAGVs

Public Transport
The need to maintain regular scheduled
bus services

Speeding

178 out of 340 responders were
- toncerned by speeding and 45 affected
LEE byt

Parking

Farking in Clun was a problem for a third
of residents but a majority opposed
‘residents only parking in certain streets

Access for pushchairs and less able
people

Certain areas have difficult. dangerous or
even absent pedestrnian walkways

Actions

To continue to ensure that those responsible

maintain their properties in a good state of
repair

Possibly arrange fund rasing events, as the
Income from admission charges and sales is

insufficient

Not applicable

The Parish Council should consider such
provision and possible sites. Nine out of ten
people suggested either of the two existing
car parks with a small majonty preferring
that near to Clun Bridge

Actions

Identify possible locations designs, costs,
funding Seek approval for intended
changes locally within the pansh
Approach potential partners for
permissinn/funding

Form working group (wide age range) to
consult with existing webmasters and
consider whether these issues are posstble
via the current websites,

I>ok at available relevant fundingftraining;
identify approach best suited to the issues

Seek views of producers of existing
pubiications

.—

Interested parties and contacts

Clun Castle - English Heritage

Clun Bridge - Shropshire Council

St George's Church - Parochial Church
Council

Trinity Almhouses Trust

Clun Town Hall/Museum,

Clun Parish Councii & Museum Trustees

Clun Pansh Council & Museum Trustees

Bridge Cafe
Maltings Cafe
Sun Inn

White Horse Inn

Parish Council
Shropshire Council

Interested parties and contacts

Permission

€hropshire Council - Deveiopment
Services

Funding: Shropshire Council - Local Joint
Committee, Parish Councit

Consult: Clun & Chape! Lawn webmasters
Possible funding

Shropshire Counct!, ‘Awards for All"
Government Funding,

Advantage West Midlands.

Funding via (e.g) Big Lottery Fund
(Shropshire Council)

Possible funding:

Shropshire Council - Local Joint
Committee Community Council,
Grassroots Fund, Clun Parish Council
Seek funding advice from Broadsheep,
Siropshire Council - Press Officer

1
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Health services

Although the great majority feit able to access services provided by the NHS and Social
Services, there was concern regarding the provision of NHS dentists and assistance with
transport to hospital. The high quality of service provided by the local surgeries was
acknowledged and appreciated. Similar findings were reported in the more extensive 2008
Patient Survey with, for example, satisfaction ratings of 90-100% for GP care, reception
staff and access to services for the Meadows Surgery at Clun - figures that were in every

case higher than the Shropshire average.

The Meadows Surgery has recently been extended to provide more dispensary,
administrative and consulting space, as well as a disabled parking slot.

Policing and crime

Police coverage and personai safety

71% of respondents thought that police
coverage was ‘good’ (11%), or ‘reasonable’
(60%), while 29% thought it ‘poor’.

Only 5% felt unsafe in the parish. No single
reason for feeling unsafe was outstanding
but evenings, darkness and fast traffic were
most mentioned.

Crime

Clun and Chapel Lawn suffer litile crime and

peopie are generally more concerned than
their experiences would suggest; about
three times as many people are concerned
about criminal damage and car crime as
have experienced either. For ilegal drug
use, the ratio is thirty times.

Issues

Transport to hospital

Difficulty obtaining transport for routing,
pre-booked or relatively minor emergency
visits. Problem compounded by the
uncertainty of the maintenance of regular
scheduled bus services from Clun

NHS dentists
Poor provision within reasonable distance

About 10% of respondents raised specific
issues, such as personal conflict, parking,
theft, vandalism, dogs, noise, and litter but
the most prominent were road and traffic
problems.

Issues

Palice coverage

Particular problems e g drink, drugs.
noise. speeding
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Actions

Awareness of financial, administrative and

polttical pressures on our facilities. Action to

protect them without delay when deemed
necessary

Investigate demand for more allotments,
seek [and If required

Co-ordinate local action
Develop pilot project

Evaluate feasibility and approval within
parish if appropriate

Interested parties and contacts

NHS, Post Office, both Churches,
Marston's Pub Company ('The Sun’),
‘White Horse Inn’ landlord, café owners
and shop owners

Clun Parish Councii
Clun Pansh Council

Advice
Shropshire Councll -
Environmental Maintenance - tollets
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