WESTON-UNDER-REDCASTLE PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman:  Cllr. Mr. Tim Evans

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 20TH JULY 2009, 7.30pm

The Village Hall, Weston-under-Redcastle

PRESENT:  Cllr. Mr. T Evans, Cllr. Mr. A Fox, Cllr. Mrs J Woolley, Cllr. Mr. I Etherington, Cllr. Mr. B Rollo,  Cllr. Mr. B Griffiths,  Cllr. Mr. J Edwards, Mr. B Harper, Mrs I Sherlock, Mr. B McCarthy Clerk: Mrs J Whittaker

1.09
Welcome and Public Session:  Cllr. Mr. T Evans, welcomed everyone to the meeting, and indicated to members of the public the procedure for their involvement in the meeting.

2.09
To received apologies for absence and the necessary approval:  None received.

3.09
To received declarations of interest from the public:  Cllr. Mr. T Evans read out the disclosure statement.  No declarations of interest were made.

4.09
To approve minutes of last full council meeting held Tuesday 26th May 2009 and Annual Parish Meeting Tuesday 26th May 2009.  Cllr. Mr. T Evans reported that the minutes had been circulated.  Cllr. Mr. I Etherington noted that item 7 on The Annual Parish Meeting minutes The Police Liason Officer is Cllr. Mr. I Etherington.  Cllr. Mrs J Woolley proposed the minutes as correct.  Cllr. Mr. J Edwards seconded.  All Councillors agreed.  RESOLVED:  Cllr. Mr. T Evans duly signed the minutes as a true and accurate record.

5.09
Matter arising from the minutes: None.

At this point in the meeting it was agreed to proceed straight to the planning items on the Agenda.

7.09
Planning Matters:

· Application: 09/00652/FUL Land Adjoining The Linney, Weston under Redcastle. Cllr. Mr. T Evans read out a letter received from Shropshire Council regarding the planning application.  This application was refused on the grounds that the scale and form was considered to be inappropriate to the surrounding areas.
· Application: 09/01137/AGR Prior notification for the erection of an agricultural building for the storage of machinery, feedstuffs and hay/straw.  This application was subject of considerable debate.  The Parish Council have not been consulted regarding this application and no planning application has been received.  Andrew Gittins is the case officer, and unfortunately  away on holiday.  Upon his return the clerk will contact him regarding the comments that have been received regarding this application from the Councillors.  Mainly the scale and size of the proposed shed are disproportionate to the size of the smallholding.  The application is for agricultural use,  concerns were raised regarding the possible change of use to commercial activity.  Cllr. Mr. B Rollo asked about the existing derelict buildings, Cllr. Mr. B Griffiths stated that they had met with Mr. Fisher and had been informed that the derelict buildings on the site were to be renovated using stone from the demolished house.
· 09/01489/FUL 7 Hawkstone Court, Weston-under-Redcastle.  Erection of two storey extension, to include excavation to provide first floor living accommodation, elevational alterations, internal alterations.  Cllr.Mr. T Evans informed the meeting that the original application had been turned down.  This is a second application.  Cllr. Mr. T Evans outlined the new application although it was noted that there was very little difference to the original application, although the oil tank was now a gas tank and located in the garden.  A letter contained within the application conveyed the approval of the next door neighbour, who unfortunately is now deceased.  Cllr. Mr. T Evans asked all the councillors in turn for their comments these include:  The Dormer windows although there are many within the village, there are non on any property within the Hawkstone Court development and is out of keeping with the development.  A key factor of the development when it was originally planned was that the properties  on entering the development are small and as you reach the horse shoe at the bottom  grow larger, this keeping harmony and uniformity.  The amendments don’t go far enough and the proposed planning is still out of keeping.  Only a miniscule reduction is made on the size.  No other property on Hawkstone Court has a porch.  The foot print is still 74 metres.  The digging out is still effecting next door.  The application noted a chimney this has now disappeared.  This application is still close to the road.
· Application N/06/1254/WS/156 Agricultural building on land adjacent to Ash Hollow, Weston under Redcastle – permission granted 8th February 2007.  Cllr. Mr J Edwards informed the meeting that on passing the proposed development he had noticed that part of the front elevation has fallen down.  A discussion took place.  It was noted that no building work has commenced on the property, and strict conditions had been laid down by Shropshire Council  Therefore, it was felt prudent to inform the Council that part of the building had fallen down.  The clerk is to write to Karen Townsend at Shropshire Council.
Cllr. Mr. T Evans thanked the public for attending the meeting and stated that if they wished to leave at this point they were free to do so.

6.09
Financial Matters:
· Internal Audit:  The clerk informed the meeting that Keith Dixon had been asked to audit the Council accounts internally.  Keith Dixon is a former accountant for Shropshire Council and worked at  Shirehall.  Mr. Dixon had approved the accounts and signed them off.  All Councillors agreed and approved and wished to  thank Mr. Dixon for auditing the accounts.
· External Audit:  The clerk informed the meeting that the audit had been sent to Mazars and to date had not received a reply.  

· Notice of Audit has gone up on the notice board.  The public have the right to check the records and accounts of the Parish Council.

· The Clerk reported the bank situation.  No statement is available at present, although the clerk had done a manual reconciliation and therefore the balance as at today’s date is £2563.49
· Invoices to be approved as follows:
	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No

	20.7.09
	Jane Whittaker
	Salary
	£110.00
	100177

	26.6.09
	Salc
	Planning Training
	£60.00
	100178

	4.7.09
	Weston under Redcastle Village Hall
	Hire of Village

Hall for meetings May 08 to April 09
	£120.00
	100179


Cllr. Mr. I Etherington proposed the accounts as correct.  Cllr. Mr. J Edwards seconded.  RESOLVED:  All Councillors agreed.  Cllr. Mr. T Evans,and Cllr. Mr. B Griffiths duly signed the cheques.

8.09
Highways

· Water Leak in front of Grave Yard, Guinea Lane.  Cllr. Mr. J Edwards informed the meeting that he had met with  both Severn Trent and Highways on site to try and sort out the leak ,unfortunately the leak still continues.  A discussion took place.
The Clerk was asked if a joint site meeting with Highways and Severn Trent could be made to try and resolve the situation.  The Clerk is also the ask for quotes to repair  the leak from Ridgeways’ and Griffiths’.
· Grass Verge cutting up Guinea Lane.  Cllr. Mr. T Evans reported that he receives many phone calls regarding the cutting of the verges. Some residents don’t want the verges cut and some do.  Therefore it was agreed that the verge is only cut to The Slade on Guinea Lane in future and not all the way to the top.
· Highways Maintenance Grant.  The Clerk is to seek quotes for the various verge cuts and hedge cuts (cutting back around road signs) and also for the repairs on Guinea Lane to make good use of the grant that is available.
9.09
Meetings attended:
· Wem and Wem Rural Joint Committee:  6th July. Cllr. Mr. J Edwards reported that he had attended the meeting where Chris Mellings was appointed Chairman.  Many clubs and groups had put in application for grants.  Cllr. Mr. J Edwards felt that there was some disorganisation, although in the fullness of time he felt confident that this meeting would prove beneficial to Weston under Redcastle.  Further meetings are Wednesday 23rd September, Thursday 17th December, Monday 15th March 2010.  Cllr. Mr. J Edwards was available to attend the meetings.

· Salc – 6th July 2009.  Cllr. Mrs J. Woolley reported that this meeting had been cancelled.  The Clerk reported that an AGM was being held on Saturday 25th July at Shirehall.  Unfortunately no one is available to attend.

10.09
Correspondence:  Routine correspondence was circulated. 
· Cllr. Mr. T Evans reported he had received a letter regarding the  Noise Liaison Meeting at RAF Shawbury on 22nd September 2009 7pm RAF Shawbury.  Cllr. Mrs. J Woolley and Cllr. Mr. A Fox are to attend.
11.09
Parish Matters.  None

12.09
Date of next Meeting:


Monday 21st September 2009, 7.30pm


Monday 16th November 2009, 7.30pm


Monday 18th January 2010, 7.30pm


Monday 17th May, 7pm AGM


All meetings to be held in Weston under Redcastle Village Hall.

Meeting closed 9.15pm
